
Thursday, September 30, 2021

Executive Committee
Southern Baptist Convention
Nashville, TN

To the Executive Committee, CEO, and EC officers,

We, the undersigned pastors and church leaders from Alabama, join many brothers and sisters across the Southern Baptist
Convention today in writing to you at a moment of consequence in our cooperative work. The eyes of survivors, the
messengers, and indeed the world, now fall upon us. How we navigate this moment will say much about our convictional
beliefs and about our ability to carry out true Gospel mission going forward.

In June, the messengers of our convention made their desire undeniably clear: Attorney-Client Privilege must be waived.
Your failing to do so would represent an unprecedented move away from our well-established polity and would potentially
give cover to those the investigation was meant to confront. We write today that you may know the truth “on the ground”
among many Alabama Baptists. Our desire is for the truth to prevail.

The preservation of our cooperative witness and work depends upon your action in the coming days. Many in our
convention are discussing how we can best move forward from here.  These conversations are heart-wrenchingly necessary
given your unwillingness to heed the call of the messengers.

For our part, we want to be unashamedly clear. We repudiate any form of sexual abuse and any attempt to cover up such
abhorrent sin. We rejoice that the Executive Committee shares the same sentiment. Following the directive of the
messengers is the best way to affirm support for survivors of abuse and to walk in a manner “worthy of your calling.” The
loss of our witness on such a large scale would violate the spirit of fiduciary trust that you, serving as our Executive
Committee, have been given.

We sincerely urge you to waive Attorney-Client Privilege, as instructed by the messengers in June, when you meet again on
Tuesday. For the sake of those whose lives are deeply affected by sexual abuse, for the sake of our ability to earnestly
engage our neighbors, and above all for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ, please hear our hearts on this matter.

As we labor in the fields together,
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Dr. Ben Hayes
Senior Pastor
First Baptist Church
Dadeville, Alabama

Will Jones
Associate Student Minister
The Church at Brook Hills
Birmingham, AL
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