WARNING: This report includes information and
descriptions related to sexual assault. This may be
triggering to readers who have had similar experiences.
We encourage you to care for your safety and well-being.
The content of this report is not appropriate for children.

Report of the Independent Investigation

The Southern Baptist Convention
Response to Sexual Abuse Allegations and an Audit of the
Procedures and Actions of the Credentials Committee

May 15, 2022

P> Guidepost

www.guidepostsolutions.com

Guidepost Solutions LLC

1130 Connecticut Avenue NW
Suite 520

Washington, DC 20036

T: 202.499.4330

F: 202.331.3989



Table of Contents

I EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .. . 3
. BAGKGRDUNDDFTHEIN’#ESTIGAHON O 1
A. ScopenfDurEngagement..........._..._......_........_......_..._.._..._................._.. 17
B. Methodology... e e 18
1. Collection and RE\FIEW oi Documents and other Ewdentlar]r Items .......... 19
2. Interviews.. e e 22
a. Gurrentand Fnrmer EG Staff e 23
b. Current and Former EC Trustees and other I'.:e1||r SBC Flgures ............ 24
c. Survivor Interviews and Outreach . e 2T
d. Survivor Advocates and utherwuness Intewlews e 28
. SOUTHERN BAFTISTCDNVENHON{"SE.C”]_._...._._..._..__.._._...._._._.._.............. 29
A, ChUrch AULONOMY ... ...t e e e een. 29
B. The SBC's Organization... ... .. ... i 32
C. The Executive Committee_ . . 33
D. Committee Structure and Governance...... ..., 3T
IV. FACTUAL FINDINGS/INVESTIGATION. ... e e 39
A. Timeline.. PP .
B. EC Trusteelntervmws e e e e e e e e 123
C. EC Staff Survey and Interwews e e e e e e e e e 128
D. Survivor Interviews . e e e e 134
V. OBSERVATIONS AND CDNGLUSIONS e 148
A. Allegations of Abuse Committed by Executwe CDmn‘IIl‘tEE Members e 148
B. Mishandling of Abuse Allegations and Allegations of Mistreatment of
Sexual Abuse Victims by Executive Committee Members from
January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021, . 161
C. Evidence of Patterns of Intimidation of Sexual Abuse Victims and
Advocates by Executive Committee Members from
January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021.. SRR I | =
D. Resistance to Sexual Abuse Refnrm Inltlatwes from
January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021.. oo 185
Vl. AUDIT OF THE PROCEDURES AND ACﬂDNS DF 11-IE GREDENHALS
A, Introduction.. ... e 193
B. Scopeof Audit. . ... e 19T
C. Methodology of Review._ ... . .. ... ... 198
D. Background.. . 200
E. CC Process and Procedures e e e . 206
F. Analysis of Submissions. .. 221
G. Dhser\ratmnsanannclusmns e e e e 22T
R

VII. ECOMMENDATIONS.. S~ & 2



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

For almost two decades, survivors of abuse and other concerned Southern Baptists have
been contacting the Southern Baptist Conventi
report child molesters and other abusers who were in the pulpit or employed as church
staff. They made phone calls, mailed letters, sent emails, appeared at SBC and EC
meetings, held rallies, and contacted the pr es:s

resistance, stonewalling, and even outright hostility from some within the EC.

Our investigation revealed that, for many years, a few senior EC leaders, along with
out side counsel, |l argely controlled the ECO6s
closely guarded information about abuse allegations and lawsuits, which were not shared
with EC Trustees, and were singularly focused on avoiding liability for the SBC to the
exclusion of other considerations. In service of this goal, survivors and others who
reported abuse were ignored, disbelieved, or met with the constant refrain that the SBC
could take no action due to its polity regarding church autonomy i even if it meant that
convicted molesters continued in ministry with no notice or warning to their current church

or congregation.

As survivors became more vocal and the issue of sexual abuse became more prominent
in the media, divisions became apparent within EC leadership. In recent years, as some
within the SBC have been more open to reforms, they were met with opposition and
antagonism from those resistant to change. Finally, at the 2021 Nashville Convention,
calls for reform reached a crescendo i the Messengers overwhelmingly voted to approve
a Task Force to supervise an independent 1inve
abuse allegations. The Motion called for inquiry into the actions and decisions of EC staff
and members from January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021, with respect to allegations of
abuse, mishandling of abuse, mistreatment of victims, patterns of intimidation of victims
or advocates, and resistance to sexual abuse reform initiatives. Our findings in these

categories are summarized below:



Allegations of Abuse by EC Staff and Members

As per the Motion, we were asked to examine allegations of abuse committed by EC

members during the relevant time period. During our investigation, an SBC pastor and

his wife came forward to report that SBC President Johnny Hunt (2008-2010) had

sexually assaulted the wife on July 25, 2010. We include this sexual assault allegation in

the report because our investigators found the pastor and his wife to be credible; their

report was corroborated in part by a counseling minister and three other credible

witnesses; and our investigators di dserualt

assault allegation to be credible.

Mishandling of Abuse Allegations and Mistreatment of Victims
We considered these categories in tandem because abuse allegations were often

mishandled in a manner that involved the mistreatment of survivors. Over the years, the

ECO0s response to sexual abuse allegat.i
members, particularly D. A u g u s tBotd) theue iGenéral Counsel and later Interim
EC President, as wel |l a s -serving ouiBeCcounselli alaamgs Guenther,

James Jordan, and the firm of Guenther, Jordan & Price ( i GJ Pheiy status and
longevity in the SBC organization i Mr. Guenther had provided legal advice since 1966
and began in 1998 as Vice President for Convention Policy before becoming General
Counsel in 2004 7 enabled them to control decisions about how the SBC EC would deal

with the increasing attention on church sexual abuse.

Their main concern was avoiding any potential liability for the SBC. As this report
documents, those who reported abuse were often ignored or told that the SBC had no
power to take action. Mr. Guenther advised that EC staff should not undertake to elicit
further information or details about reports of abuse, so that the EC not assume a legal

duty to take further action.

Over the years, the existence of these reports of abuse were not shared with EC Trustees.
Nor was the fact that, since 2007, an EC staff member working for Mr. Boto was

maintaining a list of accused ministers in Baptist churches, including the minist e mane,
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year reported, relevant news articles, state, and denomination. In a May 2019 email to

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, the then-EC President, EC Vice President Dr. Roger i Si ©@Igham
acknowl edged that i | hayeobeen tedqukarly peading Audie rmewsd e |,

reports of Baptist ministers who are arrested for sexual abuse, for his awareness. It hasn't

sl owed down since the [Houston] ChrMrmBota | e art
respondedthatt i Yes. We are col | ect postthentirhsenme wayabntd may

webd have to really examine the potenti al I i a

Despite collecting these reports for more than 10 years, there is no indication that Dr.
Oldham, Mr. Boto, or anyone else, took any action to ensure that the accused ministers
were no longer in positions of power at SBC churches. The most recent list prepared by
the EC staff member contained the names of 703 abusers, with 409 believed to be SBC-

affiliated at some point in time.

Our investigative team reviewed the list and conducted significant research to assess
whether any of the alleged abusers were still associated with an SBC church. Based on
these efforts, it appears that nine (9) people remain in active ministry or connected to
ministry. Two (2) of those people appear to be associated with an SBC church. The
remaining seven (7) appear to be associated with churches that are not SBC-affiliated.
We will provide this information to the Credentials Committee for further review, including
whether the seven additional churches mentioned above are in fact non-SBC affiliated.
We will also continue to review the latter material to determine whether any referrals or

other action needs to be taken.

Pattern of Intimidation of Victims or Advocates

Rather than focusing on these accused ministers, some EC leaders turned against the

very people trying to shine a light on sexual abuse. The survivors 7 those persons who

actually suffered at the hands of SBC clergy or SBC church staff or volunteers 1 who

spoke out t he most , and who criticized the
Aopportunistic, o0 having a Ahidden agenda of



ground, 60 and acting as a Aprofessional victim.
the focus on sexual abuse with the work of the devil:
This whole thing should be seen for what it is. Itis a satanic scheme
to completely distract us from evangelism. It is not the gospel. Itis
not even a part of the gospel. It is a misdirection play. Yes, Christa
Brown [a survivor] and Rachael Denhollander [a survivor advocate]
have succumbed to an availability heuristic because of their
victimizations. They have gone to the SBC looking for sexual abuse,
and of course, they found it. Their outcries have certainly caused an
availability cascade (just like Lois Gibbs did in the Love Canal
example). But they are not to blame. This is the devil being
temporarily successful.
Baptist Press ( i BPot)he ECO6s communications arm, was a
in an unflattering light and mischaracterize allegations of abuse. For example, in March
2019, Jennifer Lyell, a senior executive at an SBC entity, was asked by executives at
Lifeway and SBC entity heads to disclose her sexual abuse at the hands of her former
seminary professor through a first-person account to be published in BP. Rather than
publ i shi ng cadsborated ywoedunt assBP staff had originally drafted it, the
account was changed to read as if Ms. Lyell was consensually involved with her alleged
abuser. The article as published reported that Ms.

i nappropr i at withheefbrraer sSemimasy profgssor, making it appear that she
engaged in a consensual sexual relationship with him. Ms. Lyell was thereafter subject to
vicious attacks, including harsh and hurtful comments on Baptist Press FaceBook i she
was called a bitter jealous woman and an adulterer, and some suggested she should be
fired. After Ms. Lyell expressed her grave concerns about the article, the story was
removed on the advice of outside counsel but not corrected. Finally, after public
recognition that the story was inaccurate, and months of pleas by Ms. Lyell, BP retracted

the story in October 2019 and issued an apology.

Additionally, an article about the 2019 Caring Well conference, written by an Ethics and

Religious Liberty Commission ( ERLCO xtaffer, was sanitized before publication. The



draft article had contained quotes from two survivor advocates who had spoken critically
attheconf erence about the SBC6s handling of sexu
was published, some of the story had been deleted, including all references to one of the

advocates and all claims that the SBC had failed survivors.

While stories of abuse were minimized, and survivors were ignored or even Vvilified,
revelations came to light in recent years that some senior SBC leaders had protected or

even supported abusers:

1 Former SBC President Steve Gaines admitted that, as senior pastor at Bellevue
Bapt i st Church, he had delayed reporting a ¢
chidof Aheartfelt concern and compassion for
t hat he shoul d have Abrought it to the
i mmedi ately; 0

1 Former SBC President Jack Graham, when he was pastor at Prestonwood Baptist
Church, allegedly allowed an accused abuser of young boys to be dismissed
quietly in 1989 without reporting the abuse to police. The accused abuser, John
Langworthy, later was charged with abusing young boys in Mississippi in 2011,

1 Former SBC President Paige Patterson was terminated from his position at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in 2018 after it was revealed that he
told a student not to report a rape in 2003 and, in 2015, emailed his intention to
meet with another student who had reported an assault, with no other officials
presentt so he could fAibreak her down; 0

1 Former SBC Vice President Judge Paul Pressler is the defendant in a civil sexual
abuse lawsuit alleging that he repeatedly sexually abused the plaintiff beginning
when the plaintiff was 14 years old. Two other men submitted separate affidavits
in the case also accusing Judge Pressler of sexual misconduct; and

1 Former EC Interim President and General Counsel Augie Boto testified as a
character witness for Mark Schiefelbein, a gymnastics coach convicted of multiple
counts of sexual assault against a minor. During his testimony at a post-conviction
evidentiary hearing in September 2008, Mr. Boto identified himself as general trial
counsel for the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention.



Resistance to Sexual Abuse Reform Initiatives
Over the past twenty years, various reform proposals have been brought to the EC. In

evaluating the ECO6s r es goenognze thad pulllihaavarenespr op o s

about sexual abuse and prevention has changed over time, as people have become more
informed about the severe repercussions on survivors and the key steps that can be taken
to address the problem. Nevertheless, although some proposals may not have been
feasible, it is striking that many reform efforts were met with resistance, typically due to

concerns over incurring legal liability:

1 A 2007 proposal for an SBC database of accused molesters was rejected in 2008
based on church autonomy, even though SBC outside counsel had submitted a
memo to Mr. Boto discussing how it could be accomplished consistent with polity;

1 A 2014 proposal for the SBC to hold a sexual abuse education conference was
opposed by Mr. Boto, delayed, and ultimately did not occur;

1 Some EC leaders and some EC Trustees criticized SBC President J.D. Greear for
mentioning the names of churches <cited
sexual abuse, and outside counsel warned Dr. Greear that such actions could get
the SBC sued for libel. Mr. Boto even called one of the churches to apologize for
Dr.Gr eear 6 sitahcatti ocnhsur chés music minister
abuse and the church voluntarily disassociated from the SBC;

1 Mr. Boto was resistant to having a Credentials Committee because it might make
the Convention vulnerable to liability claims;

1 Some EC leaders clashed with the ERLC over sexual abuse initiatives and some
opposed funding the Caring Well conference. In addition, when the ERLC was
putting together a report about sexual abuse, EC leaders and outside counsel
suggested changes to the report to avoid potential liability, including removing the
word fAcrisiso when referring to sexual

T Dr . FIl oyd and Mr. Addi son were opposed
response, and Dr. Floyd tried to prevent the Motion.

A full discussion of these and other findings can be found in Part V of this report. The
other sections of the report are as follows:

abu
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In Part II.A of this report, we describe the background of the investigation, including the
events that occurred at the June 2021 Nashville Convention, the largest SBC annual
meeting since 1995. Amid calls for an investigation into the E C éandling of sexual abuse
allegations, Dr. Floyd had announced that an outside firm would conduct a limited review.
At the annual meeting, there was opposition to the prospect of the EC overseeing an
investigation of itself. Tennessee pastor Grant Gaines, with North Carolina pastor Ronnie
Parrot, wrote a Motion for a Task Force to direct any such third-party investigation and
proposed a wider purview. The Messengers i over 15,000 representatives from 5,570

churches i overwhelmingly approved the Motion.

The Task Force officially engaged us on September 9, 2021, although the
commencement of the investigation was delayed due to disagreements within the SBC
EC as to whether attorney client privilege should be waived. No agreement was reached
after an initial series of meetings but on October 5, 2021, the SBC EC held a deciding
vote in favor of waiving privilege. That decision allowed us to perform a more
comprehensive investigation, particularly because, as this report makes clear, outside
counsel were deeply involved in managing the E C 0 response to sexual abuse
allegations.

In Part I11.B, we describe the scope of our engagement. The Motion directed us to
investigate, for the time period between January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021: (1) allegations
of abuse by EC members; (2) mishandling of abuse allegations by EC members; (3)
allegations of mistreatment of sexual abuse victims by EC members; (4) patterns of
intimidation of sexual abuse victims or advocates; and (5) resistance to sexual abuse
reform initiatives. We were further directed to perform an audit of the procedures and
actions of the Credentials Committee, which was tasked in mid-June 2009 with making
determinations about, among other subjects, whether churches accused of mishandling

sexual abuse allegations shouldbeconsi dered #dAin friendly cooper.

An overriding principle of this investigation was our independence. The Engagement

Letter stipulates that the Task Force, not the EC, is the client for purposes of the



investigation. A Committee on Cooperation ( i C oiCoorhprised of the SBC President
and four EC members appointed to their first term in June 2021 -- was formed to provide
financial oversight of the investigation and to ensure the full cooperation of the SBC EC,
among other things. The Engagement Letter further provides there is no attorney-client
relationship between Guidepost and any other party, and that neither the EC nor the CoC

will conduct, direct, or otherwise manage or influence our investigation in any manner.

In Part II.C, we set forth the investigative practices we employed to collect and review all
relevant information. This was primarily accomplished through a wide-ranging document
review and numerous interviews with current and former EC staff, EC Trustees, other
members of the SBC community such as past Presidents and Task Force members,
witnesses, and survivors of sexual abuse. As was our protocol, we did not affirmatively
contact survivors but rather engaged with them in the manner they chose, with awareness

of best practices for trauma-informed communications.

It should be noted that, due to the large amount of information we collected, we cannot
discuss every interview or document in this report. We interviewed approximately 330
individuals and had access to over five terabytes of data. We wish to thank everyone who
took the time to speak with us, and note that each interview contributed to our

understanding of this matter.

In Part Ill, we describe the organization of the SBC, which is based upon the principle of
local church autonomy. Unlike hierarchical religious organizations, such as the Catholic
Church, the SBC does not dictate church practices or worship, nor does it ordain pastors.
Rather, local churches voluntarily select to cooperate with the SBC, and continue to
maintain independence to choose their own leaders, bylaws, budget, and policies. An
understanding of SBC polity is essential for understanding the reasons invoked by some
SBC EC leaders as to why the SBC could not, or should not, take certain actions to

address sexual abuse within SBC local churches.

10



It is also essential to understand how the SBC is run. Each June, local churches send
representatives, known as Messengers, to the SBC annual meeting. At the annual
meeting, the Messengers elect an SBC President, who typically serves two one-year
terms, and other officers, as well as Trustees to oversee various SBC entities and
committees. Because the Messengers are so numerous and meet only once per year,
the day-to-day functioning of the SBC is managed by an Executive Committee, governed
by a board of 86 EC Trustees. The EC Trustees employ a salaried EC President who is
also CEO and treasurer. The EC President in turn manages a staff of approximately 30
people who carry out the day-to-day functions of the SBC. Among these functions is
running Baptist Press, the SBC news service. Because the EC Trustees only meet three
times per year, many of the decisions at the EC level are made by the EC President and

senior EC staff members.

In Part IV, we lay out the factual findings from our investigation. Part IV.A provides a
timeline of the E C &esponse to sexual abuse issues from January 1, 2000, to June 14,
2021. Given the two-decade span, we cannot and do not describe every action or
communication related to sexual abuse allegations. Rather, we have focused on providing
an overview of some of the most relevant events from that period. Where it would be

helpful, we include screenshots of some of the documents discussed.

Part IV.B provides an overview of our interviews with current and former EC Trustees.
We reached out to all individuals who served during the relevant time period and 175 EC
Trustees agreed to speak with us. We want to express our appreciation for their
willingness to share their experiences and their thoughts on how the EC could improve in
the future. Many EC Trustees told us that they were unaware that survivors and others
had been reporting abuse to the EC for years, or that lawsuits had been filed. A common
concern was that EC officers and staff members knew more than the EC Trustees, who
were not provided with enough time or materials to be thoroughly informed about EC
issues. The EC Trustees with whom we spoke were sympathetic to survivors and believed
that they should have been met with greater compassion. In addition to our interviews

with the EC Trustees, we also conducted a social media review of the public Twitter

11



accounts of EC Trustees and other key SBC figures. We found that, with one exception,
EC Trustee tweets were largely positive toward survivors and open to addressing sexual

abuse.

Part IV.C contains a discussion of our interviews with approximately 42 current and former
EC staff members, as well as the results of two surveys we conducted to gather
e mp | o yoeinoss@®n how the EC handles issues related to sexual abuse. The surveys
were anonymous, and we would like to thank EC staff members for the high rate of
participation. In our interviews, EC staff members expressed that the EC would benefit
from better openness from its leaders on sexual abuse and other difficult topics. Some
staff members noted that the EC would also benefit from clearer policies and training
about sexual abuse and harassment. We did conduct a review of the Personnel Policies
Manual to examine whether sexual abuse and harassment policies and procedures were
in accordance with best practices. We identified several aspects where the policies were
lacking i such as the absence of written guidance about reporting procedures, escalation,
whistleblower protections, or investigation requirements T and made suggestions for

improvements.

Part IV.D recounts some of the histories that survivors shared with us about their abuse
and their treatment by the SBC EC. During our investigation, we conducted interviews or
meetings with 19 survivors, 14 survivor advocates, and six family members of survivors.
Six additional survivors provided written information to us. While not all wanted to be
named in this report, some survivors expressly wanted their histories to be told. Survivors
expressed to us that they not only suffered trauma from their abuse, but also from the
response, or nonresponse, of the churches and institutions like the SBC that did not
believe them, ignored them, mistreated them, and/or failed to help them.

In Part V, as summarized above, we explain and detail our observations and conclusions

on the Messenger Motion categories: (1) allegations of abuse; (2) mishandling of abuse

allegations and allegations of mistreatment of sexual abuse victims; (3) evidence of

12



patterns of intimidation of victims and advocates; and (4) resistance to sexual abuse

reform initiatives.

In Part VI, we include our approximately 65-page report detailing our audit of the
procedures and actions of the Credentials Committee. Among other things, we found that
the Credentials Committee was under pressure almost immediately after its formation to
begin reviewing sexual abuse submissions. Consequently, the Credentials Committee
began operating without adopting any written policies and procedures, such as set
timelines/deadlines, protocols for correspondence with submitters and churches, and
standards for review. At least one outside expert offered help and support in developing
criteria and standards, but the offers were rebuffed. Credentials Committee members
themselves expressed dissatisfaction because they did not receive adequate information
about their role, nor did they have any training. These and other deficiencies led to delays
and communications breakdowns that caused submitters and others to lose faith in the
process, despite what we believe to be good intentions and effort on the part of the
Credentials Committee members. Our findings, as well as an analysis of the submissions

made to the Credentials Committee during the audit period, are set out in that section.

Finally, in Part VII, we set out a comprehensive list of proposed recommendations
intended to provide a pathway for the SBC to improve its response to sexual abuse and
misconduct allegations in the future. The recommendations set out voluntary minimum
standards that churches, local associations, state conventions, and all SBC entities can
implement for the prevention, recognition, and the appropriate handling of sexual abuse
and related misconduct allegations. The recommendations address systemic and cultural
issues from bottom to top, taking into consideration polity, autonomy, and the reality that
this issue needs to be resolved through a willing and voluntary cooperation. Some
recommendations will require a significant amount of work, while other elements
recognize the need for education and cultural change. A comprehensive implementation
of these recommendations should help to create safe spaces for children and all members
of the Convention.

13



Our key recommendations include the following:

T Upon completion of the SATF duties, first form an Independent Commission and
later establish a permanent Administrative Entity to oversee comprehensive long-
term reforms concerning sexual abuse and related misconduct within the SBC;

1 Create and maintain an Offender Information System to alert the community to
known offenders. Make the OIS available to churches on a voluntary basis;

1 Provide a comprehensive Resource Toolbox including protocols, training,
education, and practical information;

1 Create a voluntary self-certification program for churches, local associations,
state conventions, and entities based on implementation of i b epsrta c tto c e s 0
bring awareness to, and enhance prevention of, sexual abuse;

1 Improve governance controls, including the use of enhanced background checks,
Letters of Good Standing, and Codes of Conduct to voluntarily strengthen hiring
standards and improve governance;

1 Restrict the use of nondisclosure agreements and civil settlements which bind
survivors to confidentiality in sexual abuse matters, unless requested by the
survivor;

9 Adopt a fADeclaration of Principleso settin
how sexual abuse allegations will be handled at every level of the SBC, and how
those who report will be treated going forward. These Principles may provide a
model for SBC entities, state conventions, local associations, and local churches
to adopt and follow; and

1 Acknowledge those who have been affected by SBC clergy sexual abuse,
through both a sincere apology and a tangible gesture, and prioritize the
provision of compassionate care to survivors through providing dedicated
survivor advocacy support and a survivor compensation fund.

With respect to our Credentials Committee Audit, we propose the following key
recommendations to ensure that the Credentials Committee effectively and transparently

handles submissions relating to sexual abuse:

14



9 Formalize and i mprove the CCO0s processes a

CC determinations, and establish standard process timelines in order to provide
timely and transparent decisions;

T  Empower the CC to better communicate with survivors and churches by
providing trauma and sexual abuse training for CC members, and hiring a
trauma-informed Survivor Care Support Specialist to provide care and open
communication to submitters/survivors;

1 Improve the online Reporting Portal to be survivor-care focused and assess the
technology applications to improve CC functionality, auditability, and response;
and

1 If necessary, allow the CC the ability to engage and consult with experts on an
extensive inquiry for a submission.

I. BACKGROUND OF THE INVESTIGATION

As this report lays out, for many years survivors and their supporters within the SBC
community have urged the SBC to address the problem of sexual abuse within SBC
churches. These efforts came to a head at the 2021 Nashville Convention, which was the
largest SBC annual meeting since 1995. Over 15,000 Messengers attended the

Convention, representing 5,570 churches.*

The issue of sexual abuse was at the forefront. Although Dr. Ronnie Floyd, the Executive
Commi t t e e PresifieRtGod) CEO, had earlier announced that an outside firm,
Guidepost Solutions, would conduct a limited scoper evi ew of t he ECS
abuse allegatonsunder t he E CpsemedVessengens coaténded that the EC
should not oversee an investigation of itself. Tennessee pastor Grant Gaines, with North

Carolina pastor Ronnie Parrot, wrote a Motion for a Task Force to direct any such third-

1 https://lwww.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/largest-sbc-gathering-in-25-years-spurred-by-first-
time-messengers-geographical-proximity-to-nashville/.
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party investigation and proposed a wider scope. PastorGai ne s d e s ctheilebhse d

we can do for 4buse survivors.o

The Motion first was referred to the EC, but Todd Benkert appealed to the Messenger
body, who voted to consider it on the convention floor where it was overwhelmingly
approved. According to the Motion, the Task Force could opt to oversee the independent
review already announced by the Executive Committee or begin a separate third-party
review, and it mu st ensure that an inyv
mishandling of abuse, mistreatment of victims, a pattern of intimidation of victims or
advocates, and resistance to sexual abu

procedures and actions of the Credentials Committee.3

The Task Force re-selected Guidepost Solutions to conduct the independent investigation
and on September 9, 2021, Dr. Bruce Frank signed an engagement letter with
Guidepost.* Although the EC voted to fund the investigation on September 21, 2021, there
were internal disagreements about whether the SBC should waive attorney client privilege
as directed by the Messengers at the June 2021 convention. These disagreements led to
a delay in the commencement of the investigation.®

The Task Force and EC officers convened September 27-28, 2021, and still could not
come to an agreement on the matter of waiving privilege.® On October 5, 2021, the SBC
EC held another session and ultimately voted in favor of waiving privilege.” A second

letter of engagement was signed by Pastor Rolland Slade on October 5, 2021.8 The

2 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/motion-spurs-task-force-to-oversee-ec-review/;
https://www.baptiststandard.com/news/baptists/sbc-approves-sexual-abuse-task-force/.

3 1d.

4 SBC EC LOE 20210909.pdf; SBC EC Investigation - SBC EC LOE 20210909.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com).

5 https://www.sataskforce.net/updates/press-release-regarding-ec-meetings.

6 https://www.sataskforce.net/updates/update-to-the-ec.

7 https://religionnews.com/2021/10/05/sbc-committee-waives-privilege-abuse-investigation-moves-
forward/.

8 Guidepost Letter of Engagement SBC Task Force final 10.5.21.pdf; SBC EC LOE 20211005 Signature
Page.pdf.
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https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EeOOsPBeLzNCtDyWphyVPucBuAdtgk1AtXo3xJeJpatFFQ?e=qHV74u
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FBackground%20of%20the%20Investigation%2FSBC%20EC%20LOE%2020210909%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FBackground%20of%20the%20Investigation
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FBackground%20of%20the%20Investigation%2FSBC%20EC%20LOE%2020210909%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FBackground%20of%20the%20Investigation
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Ef_k_4q0aztHtw6qWzXhT1MBg0BfLDruX_aT0tqnEH3ahQ?e=chiU3u
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EfXTJQNP3aBEjzEqKg0nfAIBBq2GE5Vu3seiY8zMDSeI3g?e=E2psTI
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EfXTJQNP3aBEjzEqKg0nfAIBBq2GE5Vu3seiY8zMDSeI3g?e=E2psTI

Engagement Letter, attached here to as Appendix A, specifies that the Task Force, and
not the EC, is the client for purposes of the investigation.

The Committee on Cooperation ( i C @ @as preated by virtue of the Guidepost contract
for the purpose of providing financial oversight, electing a liaison between the EC and
Guidepost, receiving periodic monthly updates noting information requests made to the
EC, and ensuring that the EC and SBC are fully cooperative. The CoC was also tasked
with conducting a factual reviewoft he dr aft factual portion of

the report was due to the Task Force.

We wish to express our gratitude to the CoC and the Task Force for facilitating our access
to information, answering questions, and providing guidance about SBC organization,

polity, and related matters. Their assistance contributed greatly to this investigation.

A. Scope of Our Engagement
As directed by the MessengersdMotion, Guidepost was charged with investigating:

A Allegations of abuse by EC members

A Mishandling of abuse allegations by EC members between January 1, 2000, to
June 14, 2021

A Allegations of mistreatment of sexual abuse victims by EC members from
January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021

A Patterns of intimidation of sexual abuse victims or advocates from January 1,
2000, to June 14, 2021

A Resistance to sexual abuse reform initiatives from January 1, 2000, to June 14,
2021

® The CoC was comprised of the SBC President and four EC members who were appointed to their first
term in June 2021 (thus outside the scope of the investigation); two members were chosen by the EC and
two were chosen by the Task Force.
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In addition to the foregoing, the Motion directed us to perform an audit of the procedures
and actions of the Credentials Committee ( i C @fter) its formation in mid-June 2019,
using best standards and practices designed to ensure accountability, transparency, and

care for the wellbeing of survivors of sexual abuse.

A key component of our investigation was our independence. The investigation was
conducted, and this Report was written without any undue influence; the findings herein
are solely our own. The Engagement Letter expressly provides that, except as noted
above with respect to the CoC6s speci fic functions, neither
conduct, direct, or otherwise manage or influence our independent investigation in any
manner. There is no attorney-client relationship between Guidepost and any other party
and none of the communications between Guidepost and the SBC or its entities are

protected by the attorney-client privilege.

The culmination of our engagement was the issuance of this public Report, setting forth
our complete factual findings and a comprehensive recommended framework within
which the SBC can operate in order to continue to address the concerns raised by the
SBC Motion in a transparent, accountable, and scriptural manner that prioritizes survivor
support and care and enhances practices for the prevention of sexual abuse, harassment,

and violence.
B. Methodology

During the course of our investigation, we used standard investigative practices to gather
relevant information, including but not limited to preparing and submitting comprehensive
document requests to relevant parties and entities; reviewing and analyzing all relevant
documents obtained from all sources; contacting or attempting to contact and interview
all current and former SBC EC staff and EC Trustees, other high-level SBC official or key
figures, and other relevant witnesses identified through our investigation; and conducting
in-depth witness interviews of survivors, witnesses, and advocates who affirmatively
contacted Guidepost. Of paramount importance was affording survivors and other
witnesses an opportunity to share their histories with us, if they so desired, and providing

transparency to them about the investigative process.
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At the outset of the investigation, we

webpaged) on the Guidepost website with
links to press releases, Task Force updates, and responses to frequently-asked
guestions. An investigation-specific email address was created so that survivors or other
interested parties could directly contact the investigative team; this was also publicized
on the Guidepost SBC webpage. The Task Force also provided regular updates on its

own website and likewise publicized the Guidepost SBC email address.

We received approximately 60 communications through the Guidepost SBC email
address in addition to telephone calls made directly to Guidepost. These communications
resulted in the collection of numerous documents and the scheduling of survivor and other
witness interviews. To preserve confidentiality, only certain designated members of the
Guidepost team had access to the emails sent to this address, and any documents

received were uploaded to a secure file serve.

1. Collection and Review of Documents and other Evidentiary

ltems

As part of the investigation, we collected and reviewed an extensive number of
documents and other relevant evidentiary items. In total, we collected approximately five
(5) terabytes of data from all sources, as described further below. Due to the large volume
of materials ultimately gathered, we utilized a secure e-discovery platform for document
storage and review. All evidentiary materials were uploaded to that platform, which
enabled the investigative team to run keyword and other targeted searches to identify and
analyze all potentially relevant documents.

As an initial step, we performed background research to find publicly-available
information, including but not limited to, court filings, sex offender records, social media
postings, and news reports related to how certain sexual abuse allegations were
addressed and handled by the EC.
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Second, we submitted a comprehensive document request to the EC seeking materials
pertaining to relevant matters, including the EC, the CC, the Bylaws Work Group, and
Baptist Press. Among other things, we asked for organizational charts and staff lists,
meeting minutes, policies and procedures, and correspondence and other documents
related to allegations of sexual misconduct. A copy of our document request is attached
as Appendix B.

One of the challenges we faced is that not all SBC EC officers and staff utilized SBC email
accounts for their SBC-related communications. EC Trustees were also not issued SBC
email accounts, so emails between trustees would not be on SBC servers. In addition,
the EC does not have a comprehensive document retention policy so we cannot be sure
that all relevant documents were properly classified and retained, and thus available for

production to us.

The EC produced the requested documents on a rolling basis from October to December
2021. In addition to hard copy documents, our data experts worked with the SBC EC IT
liaison to process and transfer electronic data located on the SBC EC file serves to the
platform, as well as electronic data 7 including text messages i located on Dr. Ronnie

FIl oyddés electronic devices.

We sent a targeted document r e uGusenthertJardan
& Price ( @JP0,)through the Bradley Group in late November 2021. We note that the EC
Tr us twawes Of attorney-client privilege was integral to our ability to conduct a

thorough investigation. Because outside counsel was closely involved in managing the

he

EC6s response t o0 s eyhaviadaccass o thase carhnueicateonsigaven s

us a more comprehensive understanding of t he E C0 s Wa edeived @ simited
production in January 2022, which was followed by a larger production on February 1,
2022. These documents were also uploaded to our e-discovery platform for review and

analysis by the investigative team.
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We visited t he Sout heastern Bapti st Theol ogi cal S
Collections in Raleigh, North Carolina, to review their collection of Judge Presslero s

papers. We likewise visited the Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives

( A S B Hto veview relevant documents for the following SBC Presidents: James Merritt,

Jack Graham, Bobby Welch, Frank Page, Johnny Hunt, Bryant Wright, and Fred Luter.

While at SBHLA, we also examined records for the Ethics and Religious Liberty
Commission ( AERL C0) and Christian Life Commission

offender registry, child abuse, pedophiles, and violent predators.

We were not permitted to directly review Dr . Paige PattEeSBHbhA s pap
Directorinformedusthat,i f access was needed to Dr. Patter:
need to forward the request to Dr. Patterson, per the procedures. There were no

restrictions on the other SBC Presidential Papers.

While Dr. Patterson declined to provide Guidepost direct access to his documents, Dr.
Patterson agreed to have his personal counsel, Mr. Shelby Sharpe, go through
documents with the Bradley firm to determine which to produce. According to the SBHLA
Finding Aid Summary for Dr. Patterson, there are 4 linear feet (3 boxes) of documents
stored at the Archives.'® We received only two pages from Mr. Sharpe and the Bradley
firm. We were able to obtain a few other documents related to Dr. Patterson from an

outside source, a former employee of Dr. Patterson.!

Survivors and other witnesses provided us with various documents and other items,
including but not limited to, emails and other correspondence alleging abuse and related
misconduct; whistleblower information; emails and written correspondence with the SBC,
EC, Baptist Press, and EC Trustees; news articles; audio recordings; notices against
abusers; affidavits by current and former SBC personnel; notebooks; legal

correspondence with the SBC and the EC; social media threads from, about, and between

10 https://sbhla.org/wp-content/uploads/554.pdf.
11 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EjDHWLwWtOXRAumqgs5
aEAgI8BjUUIugE400_E2AT-b88FKg?e=pYorQ7.
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survivors; and screenshots of SMS and IM correspondence. Again, these items, or the
transcripts if appropriate, were uploaded to our e-discovery platform for review and

analysis by the investigative team.

We also reviewed a large sample of Twitter accounts as part of our investigation and in
preparation of recommendations pertaining to staff and EC Trustee conduct online.
Twitter was chosen for our review as it was the most widely used platform by EC Trustees.
We looked for online activity for 202 EC Trustees who served between 2012 to the present

as well as online activity for other prominent SBC leaders.

In order to identify Twitter accounts, Google searches were conducted on the EC Trustee
orleaderdb s name with the key word SB&oulftiwvaseaat
identified after the first step, then the EC Tr ust eeds current

employment websites were searched for social media links. If no accounts were found at
this point, third party commercial databases capable of identifying social media accounts

were utilized.

For the identified Twitter accounts, key word searches were conducted to identify relevant
information over the last five years such as: mention of sexual abuse and/or assault;
positive and negative interactions with survivors; advocating for change within the SBC
on their sexual abuse policies; and relevant topics discussed in EC meetings concerning
and addressing sexual abuse. Relevant posts and comments were screen captured to
include the EC Trusteeb s n a me , as wel |l as the ti.nar

findings are discussed in Section IV.B, infra.

2. Interviews

A key component of our investigation was our interviews with EC staff, EC Trustees, other
members of the SBC community, witnesses, and survivors. We interviewed or attempted
to interview all persons who might have had relevant information regarding the

investigation. In total, we conducted approximately 330 interviews. We did not
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affirmatively contact survivors; rather we engaged with survivors based on their outreach
to our investigative team and in the manner in which they chose to engage with us,
whether it be in-person, by telephone or video conference, and/or by email or providing
written materials. Below is a summary of the categories of people interviewed by our

investigative team.

a. Current and Former EC Staff

In January 2022, the Guidepost investigative team traveled to the SBC EC offices in
Nashville to meet with EC staff. EC staff carry out the day-to-day operations of the SBC,
such as supporting the work of EC committees, handling communications, finance, and

information technology matters.

An in-person Town Hall meeting with all current SBC EC staff and members of the
Guidepost team was held in order to provide information about the investigation. Prior to
the trip, we administered a survey to solicit information from the SBC EC staff to obtain
their experience and understanding of sexual abuse related to the SBC EC, including
their views on training, education, culture, and reporting of allegations, among other
things. We had a 96 percent response rate, the results of which were invaluable in
preparing for the Town Hall and the SBC EC staff interviews. A more detailed discussion

of that survey, as well as our follow-up survey, can be found infra at Section IV.C.

During our time in Nashville, we interviewed 19 current and former SBC EC staff. In the
following weeks, we interviewed an additional 23 current and former SBC EC staff. We
would like to take this opportunity to commend the SBC EC staff not only for their
cooperation during the Town Hall and initial interviews, but for helping to coordinate
interview rooms and other logistical matters for a number of additional Guidepost trips to
the SBC EC offices.
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b. Current and Former EC Trustees and other Key SBC

Figures

EC staff provided us with the contact information for all current and former EC Trustees.
The EC Trustees are the fimemberso of the Executive Committee, and there are 86 EC
Trustees at any given time. They are responsible for selecting the EC President and

electing other EC officers who, along with EC staff, manage the regular affairs of the SBC.

We received information for 332 persons who served as EC Trustees during the relevant
time period, and we attempted to contact each person.? Initially, we emailed a letter to
each current and former EC Trustee who served during the relevant time period, advising
them of the investigation and its scope, and letting them know that members of our
investigative team would be contacting them in the near future. Each letter explained that,
in order to conduct a full, fair, and comprehensive investigation and assessment, it is
crucial that we speak with all who have first-hand, relevant information, which necessarily
includes current and former EC Trustees. We further explained that the requested
interviews are a two-way street i they also provide an opportunity for EC Trustees to
express their opinions as to how the SBC can create a safer community going forward.

Based on the initial letter and follow-up scheduling calls and emails, the investigative team
interviewed 175 current and former EC Trustees. Twenty-five EC Trustees declined to
speak with us. Ninety-eight EC Trustees were either completely unresponsive to our
outreach, or initially answered but then did not respond to schedule an interview. We
made phone calls to all non-responsive EC Trustees at the end of January. Some EC
Trustees were called multiple times, and were left voicemails and messages as permitted.
Then, in March, we made a final attempt to contact them by reaching out to current EC
Trustees via the CoC, and to former EC Trustees through regular or certified U.S. mail

based on the best address we had for each of them.

12 After our first communication,8 1 of t he emai |l s fiboun.Oerdnalpsateaknvorkeds undel i
to find more updated contact information for those EC Trustees, and were also able to identify 23 EC
Trustees who had passed away.
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All 14 current and former CC members spoke with us in connection with our audit of the
procedures and actions of the CC. We also met with 12 members and staff of the Ethics

and Religious Liberty Commission (AERLCO).

We reached out to all SBC Presidents and key leadership who served from 2000 to the
present. Three Presidents declined to speak with us: Dr. Bobby Welch, Dr. Jack Graham,
and Dr. Paige Patterson. Dr. Welch cited health reasons. Dr. Graham offered access to
his Presidential Papers in lieu of an interview; after we confirmed that we already had
access to those papers, we received no response to our interview request. A key leader,
Judge Paul Pressler, also declined to speak to us. Judge Pressler is a former SBC Vice

President, a former EC member, and a long-time SBC influencer.

We sent a certified letter to Dr. Patterson on March 12, 2022, and received a certified
signature receipt dated April 1, 2022. However, we did not receive a response to our
letterr Wec al | ed Dr . thréedidtetl ghons mumliers provided by the EC on March
11, 2022. Guidepost was able to leave a voicemail on one of the phone numbers, but did
not receive a response. The Committee on Cooperation also sent a letter to Dr. Patterson
on March 30, 2022, asking that he allow himself to be interviewed by Guidepost
Solutions.*2 On April 6, 2022, Dr. Patterson responded with a letter to Dr. Litton, indicating
that he had not received communication from Guidepost to seek an interview. He stated
in his letter to Dr. Litton t hat Aln an effort to cooperate
Solutions to the Executive Committee, | violated my policy and allowed access [by my
lawyers] to my presidential files in the Southern Baptist Archives. Any questions
Guidepost Solutions would like to ask me can be sent to my attorney Shelby Sharpe for

review; and if he deems them appW¥opriate, |

In a further effort by Guidepost to pursue an interview with Dr. Patterson, Guidepost asked

the Bradley firm to make a request on their behalf. On April 1, 2022, Gene Besen

13 SBC EC Investigation - CoC Letter to Paige Patterson re GPS INT (1).pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com).
14 SBC EC Investigation - Ed Litton.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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facilitated an introduction of Gui depost t o
Gui de p o sdstdfw anrinteryiew.®> Mr . Sharpe replied that ADr
given an interview to anyone since leaving Southwestern. He believes all of his papers

there and at all other institutions prior to his time at Southwestern will answer any

guestions concerning his service. Additionally, his public statements prior to leaving
Southwestern are available to anyone wishing to know his position on any subject he

addressed. | am pleased to receive any questions from these ladies they would like him

toanswerand if | deem them appropriate, | will ge

On April 6, 2022, Guidepost sent a finall et t er t o Dr . P &Kking that,s on 0 s
although Dr. Patterson does not have a practice of granting interviews, he consider

making an exceptondue t o Dr . Pat t e risMr.nSbelby passédeon Drn t h e
Pattersonds response in |ieu of an interview,
something that came to the Executive Committee or the Credentials Committee to his

best recollection during the last six months of his presidency [which was in the scope of

the invegtigation]. o

We made multiple attempts to contact Mr. Augie Boto, the former EC General Counsel,
by letter, email, text, and phone. Through SBC records and our own research, we
identified five possible phone numbers for Mr. Boto, which we ultimately learned were not
in service or incorrect. When we called a sixth number, Mr. Boto identified himself on the
voice greeting, but the voice mailbox was full. We sent a text message to that number but
received no response. Finally, on May 6, 2022, Guidepost investigatorswe nt t o Mr . Bo
residence to ask in person for an interview. Mr. Boto initially stated that he did not want
to make a statement, citing his former position as EC General Counsel as the reason he
could not speak to us. However, he did engage in conversation with our investigators for

approximately an hour and give his views on various topics related to the investigation.

15 SBC EC Investigation - Dr. Patterson Introduction (1).msg - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
16 SBC EC Investigation - Re Dr. Patterson Response.msg - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
17 Dr. Patterson 4.6.22 .docx (sharepoint.com).

18 SBC EC Investigation - 1591_001.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FBackground%20of%20the%20Investigation%2F1591%5F001%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FBackground%20of%20the%20Investigation

As described above, we made significant efforts to interview as many current and former
EC Trustees and other significant SBC figures as possible during our investigation.
Though many people agreed to speak with us, some did not for various reasons. Attached
as Appendix C, we list those people who were contacted and did not meet with us despite

our request, as well as their stated reasons for their decision (if given).

C. Survivor Interviews and Outreach

Background

We are deeply grateful to the survivors of sexual abuse who contacted us to share their
histories and opinions. Because the investigation was widely publicized, many survivors
contacted us directly beginning in September 2021. As discussed above, we created a
dedicated Guidepost webpage with information regarding the investigation, including an
email address to contact Guidepost investigators. Guidepost team members did not
affirmatively contact survivors for interviews or information. All contact originated only
when the survivor reached out to us, either directly by email or phone or through another
witness or Task Force member. In total, we spoke with 22 survivors over the course of

the investigation.

Trauma-Informed Communications

As is a best practice, the investigative team was mindful during the investigation of
communicating with survivors and their loved ones in a trauma-informed manner. All
Guidepost team members received trauma-informed training. Being trauma-informed
requires that we communicate in a way that did not assign guilt or responsibility to the
survivor and did not re-traumatize them. Survivors were offered anonymity and
confidentiality if desired and permitted by law. We prioritized communicating in a prompt

and transparent manner with all witnesses, but particularly so with survivors.

Depending on the preference of the survivor, these meetings were conducted via
telephone, videoconference, or in person. All survivors were permitted and encouraged

to have a support person of their choosing present for the interview. The SBC, Task
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Force, EC, and CC were not given access to the names of, or identifying information

about, survivors or related witnesses without the consent of the survivors or witnesses.

We have been contacted by and corresponded with several survivors who ultimately
chose not to participate in an interview, but contributed to our investigation through email
correspondence, documentary evidence, and suggested recommendations for the future
state of the SBC. We also held listening sessions with survivors and advocates who

provided numerous recommendations.

We realize that participating in the investigation interview process can create added
stress related to underlying trauma. Our desire was to provide survivors a safe and
confidential space to debrief and process their interviews and participation with this
investigation. In order to provide this support to survivors, the Guidepost team engaged
Dr. Phil Monroe of Langberg, Monroe & Associates as a Survivor Care Liaison. Dr.
Monroe is a licensed psychologist who specializes in treating trauma-related problems.
Dr. Monroe was available to survivors to raise questions and talk through their
investigation experience with a professional who is trauma-informed and understands the
process, as well as to provide suggestions for resources for mental health care. Survivors

were provided with contact information for Dr. Monroe, and all interactions with Dr.

Monroe remained confidential. A survivor os

shared with the investigative team without express permission from the survivor. Our
connection with Dr. Monroe has been valuable to our work as it has provided a safe space

for survivors to debrief following the interview process.

d. Survivor Advocates and other Witness Interviews

We also met with advocates for survivors, survi vor s6 family member s,

corroborated survivorso histories, whistl ebl

staff sexual offenders, experts in issues related to sexual abuse and clergy sexual abuse
in particular, and therapists. Survivor advocates, such as Dee Ann Miller and Carol

Shelton, provided many suggestions for how the SBC could improve its response to
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sexual abuse allegations in the future, which we have considered in forming our own
recommendations. We also spoke with Task Force members as well as Messengers and
pastors who brought motions over the years pushing for sexual abuse reform. Their
experience and guidance were likewise extremely helpful in formulating our

recommendations.

In order to assure the accurate application of SBC polity considerations in the proposed
recommendations, we formally consulted with four recognized experts on SBC polity,
including a seminary president, two academics, and an author of a well-known book on

the SBC organization.

[I. SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION ( A SBC0)

The SBC is not a church itself; rather, it is a network of independent churches.'® The
purpose of the SBC is fAto provide a general ol
and its territories for the promotion of Christian missions at home and abroad and any
other objects such as Christian education, benevolent enterprises, and social services
which it may deem proper and advisabl e®for tF
Currently, over 47,000 Baptist churches in the United States and its territories cooperate
with the SBC.?! In total, the SBC network of churches encompasses over 14 million

persons.??

A. Church Autonomy

Unlike hierarchical religious organizations, such as the Catholic Church, where local
churches follow the directives of a primary leader, the SBC does not dictate church

19 https://www.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/fast-facts/.

20 SBC Constitution, Article Il. See https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/legal-
documentation/constitution/.

21 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/fast-facts/. See also
https://research.lifeway.com/2021/05/20/southern-baptist-census-data-reflects-covids-impact-on-
churches/.

22 d.
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practices or worship. A fundamental principle of the Southern Baptists is local church
autonomy.* Article IV of the SBC Constitution pr o\
sovereign in its own sphere, the Convention does not claim and will never attempt to
exercise any authority over any other Baptist body, whether church, auxiliary

organizat i ons, associatfons, or convention. oo

Each church cooperating with the SBC functions independently and maintains
responsibility to select its own leaders, adopt its own bylaws, set its own budget,
determine its own policies, and launch its own ministries.?® Local church participation with

the SBC is voluntary and cooperative.?5

Because the SBC is not a church, it has no role in ordaining pastors.?’ Both initial
ordination and recognition of previous ordination are addressed on a local church level.?8
Every cooperating church decides individually whether or not to ordain an individual, or

whether to require ordination of its pastor or ministry staff.2°

The SBC does have the right to determinewh et her | oc al churches ar
friendly cooper aitinahedwords, whithet ahspecifie B¢l church is
remaining in good standing with the SBC.%° To be deemed in friendly cooperation, a
church must: (1) have a faith and practice whi
statement of faith, (2) formally approve its intention to cooperate with the SBC, (3) make
financial contributions through ttikecComtmtteegper at i

23 Article VI of the Baptist Faith and Message states, inpart:t i A New Te st hdai¢heltorddesusr c
Christ is an autonomous local congregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and
fellowship of the gospel; observing the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts,
rights, and privileges invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the
e ar t3ee also https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/sbc-life-articles/the-church-autonomous-
and-cooperating/.

24 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/legal-documentation/constitution/.

25 https://lwww.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/an-aid-to-understanding-the-sbc/.

26 1d.

27 https:/lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/fag/.

28 1d.

29 1d.

30 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/becoming-a-southern-baptist-church/fag/.
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for Convention causes, or any other Convention entity during the fiscal year preceding,
4not act in a manner inconsistent with the Co
(emphasis added); and (5) not act to affirm, approve, or endorse discriminatory behavior

on the basis of ethnicity.3!

't should be noted that the fAsexual abuseo pr
Constitution.®2 An amendment to that effect was proposed in February 2019 amid media
reports of abuse at SBC churches.®® The proposed amendment would have added
language to Article Il of the SBC Constitution that a church be considered in friendly

cooperation if it:

(4) Has not been determined by the Executive Committee to have
evidenced indifference in addressing sexual abuse that targets minors and
other vulnerable persons and in caring for persons who have suffered
because of sexual abuse. Indifference can be evidenced by, among other
things, (a) employing a convicted sex offender, (b) allowing a convicted sex
offender to work as a volunteer in contact with minors, (c) continuing to
employ a person who unlawfully concealed from law enforcement
information regarding the sexual abuse of any person by an employee or
volunteer of the church, or (d) willfully disregarding compliance with
mandatory child abuse reporting laws.3*

However, in its June 2019 meeting, the EC replaced that language with the following:

(4) Does not act in a manner inconsistent withthe Convent i onés bel i efs
sexual abuse.®

31 See SBC Constitution Article III.

32 https://lwww.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/wrap-up-sex-abuse-prevention-tops-sbhc-exec-
comm-agenda/.

33 https://lwww.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/wrap-up-sex-abuse-prevention-tops-sbhc-exec-
comm-agenda/.

34 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1523262.

35 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1770976.
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Ultimately, the new amendment was approved by a two-thirds vote at the SBC
conventions in 2019 and 2021.36

In connection with the new amendment, an EC committee i the Credentials Committee
(ACCGowWwast asked with considering I ssues

c 00 p er arder dniake I11.3° Prior to June 2019, the CC focused on Messenger
registration and operated only during the annual convention. In the wake of the 2019
Convention, the CC was made a standing committee to carry out this new function. The

formation and purpose of the CC is discussed extensively in Section VII, below.

According to the SBC Bylaws, the CC is to consider the matter of whether a church is in
friendly cooperation with the Convention, review any information available to it, and make
inquires of a church.®® If the CC forms the opinion that a church is not in friendly
cooperation, the CC submits areporttothe ECstating t he CCo6s r e as.®¥
The EC, at its next meet i ngrendarsoandscisione’t The
church may appeal or ask for reconsideration of an adverse judgment.*! Otherwise, the
EC6s deci si on cihaurfcihnadi,l larbdk tikdd sf et ows

B. The SBCO6s Organization

The SBC is under the direction of the Messengers, i.e., the representatives of local

churches that cooperate with the SBC.*2 The Messengers convene once a year at a two-

36 https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2021/06/16/southern-baptist-convention-2021-
stronger-stand-against-sexual-abuse/5294209001/.

37 SBC Bylaw 8(C).

38 |d.

39 1d.

40 d.

41 d.

42 See, e.g., https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/sbc-executive-committee-disfellowships-
four-churches/.

43 Churches may choose to financially cooperate with the SBC either through a State Convention, or at the
national level. More than 99 percent of churches that cooperate with the SBC also maintain a cooperative
relationship with a state or regional Baptist convention. Due to the long-established practice of cooperation
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day meeting in June.** At the annual meeting, or convention, the Messengers confer and

determine the officers, programs, policies, and budget of the Convention.*®

The Messengers elect the officers of the SBC, including the President, 15t and 2" Vice
Presidents, Recording Secretary, and Registration Secretary.*® The term of office for the
SBC presidentis limited to two consecutive one-year terms, and a president is not eligible
for re-election until as much as one year has elapsed from the time a successor is
named.*” Messengers also elect Trustees to serve on various SBC entities and
committees, including the EC, as recommended by the Committee on Nominations. In
addition to electing officers, the Messengers approve bylaw changes and the annual
operating budget, and may be called upon to address other special business that arises

at the annual meeting.

C. The Executive Committee

Because the Messengers are so numerous and meet only once per year, the day-to-day
functioning of the SBC is managed by the EC, the ffiduciary, the fiscal, and executive
entity of the Convention.dd# The ECO6s operations ar busimesstofe nde d

the Convention between sessions.4?

The EC is governed by a board of 86 EC Trustees chosen from qualified states and

regions.>® EC Trustees currently serve four-year terms, and no EC Trustee can serve

with state Baptist conventions and local associations, the SBC encourages such multi-level cooperation
(local, state, and national) and does not encourage churches to practice national-only cooperation. See
https://www.sbc.net/about/becoming-a-southern-baptist-church/fag.

44 Each cooperating church can send two messengers to the Convention. Cooperating churches may send
additional messengers based on contributions to SBC Cooperative Program, with a maximum of 12
messengers per church. See SBC Constitution Article Il1.

45 https://sbcannualmeeting.net/messengers/becoming-a-church-messenger/.

46 SBC Bylaw 10.

47 SBC Constitution Article V.

48 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/sbc-entities/executive-committee/.

49 1d.

50 https://lwww.shc.net/about/what-we-do/sbc-entities/.
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more than two consecutive full terms.>! The EC Trustees meet three times per year, in

February, June, and September.

The EC Trustees select and employ an EC President for an indefinite term.>> The EC
President receives a salary and serves as chief executive officer and treasurer, and is an

ex officio member of all committees.>3

The EC Trustees also elect officers such as the Board Chairperson, Vice Chairperson,

Secretary, and Chairpersons for the following committees: Committee on Convention
Missions & Ministry; Committee on Convention Finances & Stewardship Development;
Committee on Convention Events & Strategic Planning; Committee on Southern Baptist

Relations.>* These officers are not paid.

According to the SBC, the EC does not control or direct the activities of Convention
entities, although it reviews their financial statements and recommends the Convention
annual operating budget.®® In addition, the EC receives and distributes the monies
Southern Baptists give in support of denominational ministries through the Cooperative
Program,>® acts as the recipient and trust agency for all Convention properties, and
provides public relations and news services, including Baptist Press.>” To carry out its

function, the EC maintains a professional staff and offices in Nashville, Tennessee.>®

51 EC Bylaw 3.4.

52 EC Bylaw 4.8. The president shall serve from the effective date of election until retirement, death,
resignation, or by action of the board of trustees.

53 |d.

54 EC Bylaw 4.1.

55 https://www.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/sbc-entities/executive-committee/.

5% The Cooperative Program was formulated in 1925 as a unified giving plan for Southern Baptists.
Churches support the Cooperative Program by submitting contributions through a network of state and
regional Baptist conventions. Those conventions use a portion of these funds to fuel the ministry and
mission goals established by their churches. Each state Baptist convention then forwards a percentage of
those funds to the Southern Baptist Convention, providing financial support for Convention entities to send
missionaries, train pastors and ministry leaders, plant churches and address ethical and religious liberty
concerns related to our faith. Cooperative Program funds forwarded from the states also provide support
for the SBC operating budget. See https://www.sbc.net/about.

57 1d.

58 d.
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The EC staff carries out the day-to-day functions of the SBC when the convention is not
formally in session. The staff exists to serve the EC Trustees in fulfilment of the mission
of the EC as set forth in the SBC Organizational Manual.®® The staff is managed by the
President and CEO and assists the various SBC committees in accomplishing their

responsibilities.®°

Throughout the scope of this investigation, the organizational structure of the EC has
changed. From 2002-2007, the Executive Committee staff operated with a President/CEO
and five executive vice presidents over these offices i Cooperative Program, Convention
Policy, Business and Finance, News Services, and Convention Relations.5! In 2008, the
organization chart shows the Convention Policy office was renamed as General Counsel.
In 2011, the organizational structure changed from five offices to three offices, with three
executive vice presidents for the offices of Convention Finance, General Counsel
(Convention Policy and Operations), and Convention Communications and Relations. In
2012 another office was added in the organization chart for Convention Advancement.
Again in 2014, another office was added for Cooperative Program and Stewardship. The
most recent EC organizational chart, dated December 2021, shows four staff members
serving the President and CEO and three offices headed by an Executive Vice President.
The three offices are as follows: Great Commission Relations and Mobilization,

Communications, and Finance.5?

Great Commission Relations and Mobilization office is responsible for promoting the
Cooperative Program and encouraging Biblical stewardship. This office also promotes
cooperative relationships with state conventions, local associations, entities, and
churches. In addition, this office develops strategies to strengthen relationships with
multiple demographic groups within the SBC and provides assistance to the Executive

59 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/legal-documentation/organization-manual/.

60 https://www.sbc.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/EC-Bylaws-June-16-2020-FINAL.pdf.

61 Documents provided indicated no record for 2000-2001;
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EVIqj4L8EJSEnBcOEq8W3FUBcvY49E
0aKNVyJiZBQQRBaA?e=JdWWfF.

62 SBC Staff Organization Chart_1206022.pdf.
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Directors of church relations and mobilization for Hispanics, Asian Americans, African
Americas and other church affiliations. The Communications office houses Baptist Press,
the convention news service, as well as general convention communications. The
Finance office is responsible for finance, annual meeting/events planning, information

technology, and facilities. The Chief Financial Officer is the head of the Finance office.

There is currently no individual designated for Human Resources, so Finance handles
HR matters under their oversight of EC staff payroll and benefits. In addition, there is no
designated General Counsel or Chief Compliance/Integrity Officer in the current

organizational structure.

The EC is not presently operating with a full staff due to resignations and staff changes
since 2021. According to the up-to-date EC Staff Directory on the SBC.net website, the
organizational structure is as follows: the P r e s i @#ige indusles the Interim President
and CEO with three supporting staff members; Communications includes a Vice
President and ten supporting staff members; Finance includes an Interim CFO with five
supporting staff members; and Great Commission Relations and Mobilization has a
vacancy in the Vice President position, but has five supporting staff members.2 In total,
there are currently 26 EC staff members compared to 31 EC staff positions reflected on

the December 2021 organization chart.

The EC also has the responsibility to conduct the general work of promotion and publicity
for the Convention in cooperation with the entities.®* The EC manages and funds Baptist
Press, which provides the convention news service to interpret and publicize the stories
of Southern Baptists in order to keep the more than 47,000 autonomous churches, 41
state conventions, 1,114 local associations and over 14 million members, connected and

informed.

63 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/sbc-entities/executive-committee/staff/.

64 SBC Bylaw 18E(8);
https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/sbc-life-articles/sbc-life-focus-on-your-sbc-entities-the-
executive-committee/.
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D. Committee Structure and Governance

In addition to the EC, as described above, the SBC undertakes its work through 11 other
ministry entities, as well as an auxiliary calledthe Wo mandés Mi s s i%olikathey Uni o
EC, the entities are governed by a board of trustees elected by the Convention.® The

trustees for the auxiliary are not elected by the Convention.®’

GuideStone Financial Resources: GuideStone assists churches, denominational
entities, and other evangelical ministry organizations by making available retirement plan
programs, life and health coverage, risk management programs, and personal and

institutional investment programs.

Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission (ERLC): The Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission exists to assist Southern Baptist churches in applying the moral and ethical
teachings of the Bible to the Christian life, through the communication and advocacy of
moral and ethical concerns in the public arena. The ERLC assists churches and entities

by promoting religious liberty and with their moral witness in local communities.

International Mission Board (IMB): The International Mission Board exists to assist the
churches of the Southern Baptist Convention by evangelizing persons, planting Baptist
churches, and nurturing church planting movements to the unevangelized world outside
the United States and Canada. The IMB assists churches in sending and supporting
missionaries and volunteers, mobilizing Southern Baptists to be involved in international
missions, and developing global strategies for the purpose of making Christ known among

all people.

Lifeway Christian Resources: Lifeway Christian Resources exists to honor God and

serve churches by designing trustworthy experiences that fuel ministry. Lifeway assists

65 https://lwww.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/shc-entities/.

66 The following descriptions of the various entities comes from the SBC ministry reports for each entity's
ministry statements. See https://www.sbc.net/resource-library/ministry-reports/2021-ministry-report/.

67 See https://erlc.com/resource-library/articles/why-southern-baptists-should-value-the-wmu/.
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churches in the development of ministries to men, women, children, and Christian
students of all education levels. Lifeway assists churches through the operation of
conference centers and camps, architecture and capital fund raising consultations,

conducting research, compiling statistics and publication of Christian resources.

North American Mission Board (NAMB): The North American Mission Board exists to
work with churches, associations and state conventions in mobilizing Southern Baptists
as a missional force to impact North America with the Gospel of Jesus Christ through
evangelism and church planting. NAMB assists churches by providing leadership
development, relief ministries, and providing missions education and volunteer missions

opportunities.

Theological Seminaries: There are six Southern Baptist theological seminaries:
Gateway Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention, Midwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, The Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. These seminaries provide theological education in order to
prepare students for vocational service in Baptist churches and in other Christian

ministries.

Womanos Mi ssi oThs auxiliaty aof the 8BC assists churches in developing
and implementing a mission strategy for churches to fulfill its total mission in the world.

It should be noted thatthe chi ef executives of the EC, the
Missionary Union also comprise the Great Commission Council, whose purpose is to find
ways of mutual re-enforcement in assigned responsibilities and distinctive ministries; to
avoid overlapping endeavors and competitive ministries; and to consider the means for
helping the churches fulfill their mission in Bible teaching and evangelism; world missions,

stewardship, Christian training, education and social service.5®

68 SBC Bylaw 23.
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V. FACTUAL FINDINGS/INVESTIGATION

A. Timeline

Il n this section, we | ay out a chr omsuésdrgry of t
January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021. We cannot and do not describe in detail every EC
action or communication; rather, this timeline aims to provide a concise yet
comprehensive accountof t he ECO6s osetwddeaades. mBection \ shpra,
we refer to these and other facts in making our observations and conclusions regarding

t he ECOs Isexumldbbusenaliegatiohs and treatment of survivors.

For the entire relevant period, survivors and their advocates fought to be heard by SBC
leadership. The very existence of this report is attributable to their perseverance. As this
report makes clear, there were divisions within EC leadership between those who were
open to addressing the survivorsod andloteegsat i ons
who sought to minimize or ignore allegations in an effort to protect the reputation of the

SBC and avoid the risk of legal liability for sexual abuse at SBC churches.

Although the EC is governed by its 86 Trustees, those EC Trustees serve limited terms
and meet only three times per year. Consequently, they generally are not privy to the day-
to-day decision making by the EC Staff and Officers. During the investigation time period,
those decisions were largely left to the discretion of the EC President/CEO and his closest
advisors on staff, with high-level issues brought to the SBC President. Unlike the term-
limited EC Trustees and even the term-limited SBC Presidents, the EC President/CEO
and staff members could, and did, retain their positions for multiple years, even decades
in some instances. Throughout the time period, there was no apparent effort to inform the
Trustees or involve them in the decision-making process regarding the issue or existence
of sexual abuse in the SBC. For example, EC Trustee Rod Martin noted the following on

Twitter:
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.  Rod D. Martin
1. Jennifer, the trustees of any organization have a legal duty to know the

amount and terms of any legal settlement. The EC staff has withheld that
and virtually all other knowledge of your case from the trustees.

Thus, the ECO06s response to sexuwas$largelydrisee al | eg
by a small cadre of staffas wel | as tskreing Bubsidélavydrspwhase senior
positions and institutional knowledge allowed them to control the information about, and
management of, issues related to sexual abuse at SBC churches. One key figure was
Augie Boto, who was hired in 1998 as Vice President for Convention Policy and became

the EC General Counsel in 2004. In his position as General Counsel, Mr. Boto guided the
EC6s response t o s e xadasing thebvarious EG Présidegta tindeo n s
whom he served i Dr. Morris Chapman, Dr. Frank Page, and Dr. Ronnie Floyd. Mr. Boto

and these leaders also relied on the assistance of t h e S &tema counsel: Mr.
Guenther, who had represented the SBC since 1966, and GJP. Even as SBC Presidents
changed and EC staff retired, GJP remained an institutional source of knowledge in terms

of Baptist polity, liability management, and counsel related to sexual abuse.

2000-2002

At the outset of the period under investigation until the June 2000 Convention, the SBC

President was Paige Patterson. As we explained in Section II.B. supra, we were not given

accesstot he entirety of Dr. Patter sondosclusivelye si den
determine what, if any, actions or discussions occurred related to sexual abuse

allegations during that term.%°

We did review correspondence from a pastor seeking guidance about sexual abuse topics
from Dr. Patterson. The pastor noted that, several months prior to the date of the letter,

Dr. Patterson had made ment i on of a program on sexual ab

69 We received only two pages from Mr. Sharpe and the Bradley firm in response to our request. We were
able to obtain a few other documents related to Dr. Patterson from an outside source, a former employee
of Dr. Patterson.
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believe it was in regards to having some type of program or course taught at the church
informing people on either how to prevent sexual abuse or how to spot a child who is
possibly being sexual [sic] abused. It may have been a combination of both of those
topics. | would like information on that program and also any other possible details you

mi ght have about that subject title. o

Dr. Patterson6 s r e s p 0 n s @ot onghe preventios @ dexual abuse, but rather on

the benefits of such a program as a defense in litigation. Dr. Patterson wrote that the

matter of sexual abuse to which he referred

lawsuits now being filed against churches in sexual abuse cases. Interestingly, to my
knowledge, even to this date, not one of those charges has been successful in those
cases where the churches could document that they had made some effort to educate
those who worked among children as to how

Patterson noted that this could be achieved by churches holding a lunch and a one-hour

awareness seminar.
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June &, 2000

Rev, Doug Pigg

First Baptist Church
124 W, Ashley
Jacksonville, FL. 33202

Diear Doug:

Thanks so much for your letter of May 31, 2000, The matter of the sexual abuse to which I
referred was the fact that there are fairly frequent lawsuits now being filed against churches in
sexual gbuse cases. Interestingly, to my knowledge, even to this dare, not one of those charges
has been successful in those cases where the churches could document that they had made some
effort to educate those who worked among children as to how to watch for and respond to
dangers. On the otlier hand, insofar as [ know, every lawsuit has been successful in those cases
where churches could not show that they had made some effort to prevent it. In other words, the
courts are apparently deciding cases based on demonstrable evidence of awareness of the
problems potertially invelved in sexual abuse on the part of the church

This has led 2 number of our churches and haz led us here ar the seminary to the practice of
having an outside firm, even in somes cases social services of the government with whaom we are,
of course, in total disagreement but nonetheless asking them to come in for a Saturday seminar.
These churches are simply wging all of their people who are invelved in ministry to children to
be present for lunch and a one-hour awareness seminar conducted by someone from the outside
with knowledge of the maner. This could be also, [ assume. an atterney. The church needs 1o
perhaps record the session and in other wavs document that they have had it. This, of course, if it
should ever come to a court matter, will sweigh heavily in the mind of the court. That is what [
recormmend. Hope this is helpful.

Until He Comes,

—
Vo =

Af t er Dr .steaende@ ous iovastigation revealed limited discussion of sexual
abuse or misconduct at the EC-level from mid-2000 to 2003, despite the frequent lawsuits
filed against churches as referenced by Dr. Pattersoné s |. We intezviewed the 2000-
2002 SBC President James Merritt, who stated that during his term of service he was not

informed of any sexual abuse allegations nor did he have contact with any survivors.”

The few times the subject of sexual abuse was addressed during the early 2000s are as
follows: (i) a resolution was proposed at the 2000 convention condemning the trafficking
of women and children for sexual purposes;’* (ii) an SBC report in the 2001 convention
materials noted that ministering to persons in need, such as the abused, was a priority
concern;’? and (iii) the SBC adopted a resolution at the 2002 convention on the Sexual

Integrity of Ministers that, among other things, called on civil authorities to punish to the

70 Interview Memorandum of James Merritt.
71 http://media2.sbhla.org.s3.amazonaws.com/annuals/SBC_Annual_2000.pdf.
72 http://media2.sbhla.org.s3.amazonaws.com/annuals/SBC_Annual_2001.pdf.
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fullest extent of the law sexual abuse among clergy and counselors, called on SBC
churches to discipline those guilty of any sexual abuse and to cooperate with civil
authorities, called on Southern Baptist seminaries to emphasize integrity in their training
of ministers and others, and extended prayers and support for those who have been

harmed as a result of sexual abuse.”3

2004
At the 2004 Convention in Indianapolis, a motion was made for a child abuse study

committee.” In pertinent part, the motion called for the new committee to:

[S]tudy the problem of child abuse, incest, and child molestation perpetrated
by members of the laity and/or staff of Southern Baptist churches. In
addition, this committee should instruct LifeWay Publishers to produce a
curriculum that will educate churches concerning this problem and help
churches in developing guidelines and policies for preventing child abuse
and sexual molestation and enforce the legal and moral obligation the
church has in reporting known incidents to the proper authorities.
Furthermore, this committee should seek some means or ways for
reproving churches that protect known perpetrators by failing and/or
refusing to report such crimes to the authorities and/or by intimidating or
terminating the pastor and/or other members of the church staff when they
report such crimes to the authorities.”

SBC President Jack Graham ruled the motion out of order.”® According to an EC staff
member, it was likely ruled out of order because a motion cannot instruct an SBC entity
(Lifeway) to take action.”” We were unable to question President Graham about the
motion as he was unresponsive to our interview request. There is no indication in the
documents we reviewed that any attempts were made to revise the motion to overcome

this procedural hurdle.

73 http://media2.sbhla.org.s3.amazonaws.com/annuals/SBC_Annual_2002.pdf.
74 http://media2.sbhla.org.s3.amazonaws.com/annuals/SBC_Annual_2004.pdf.
s 1d.

6 1d.

7 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 1.
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The month after the convention, in July 2004, attorney Deborah Boone Dale, on behalf of
Christa Brown,’® a survivor of clergy sexual abuse, sent a 25-page report by certified mail
to multiple Southern Baptist leaders, including the SBC President Bobby Welch.”® While
Ms . Dal ebs cover |l etter transniytheEQygwewerke r epo

unable to find the report itself in the document production.

In this correspondence Ms. Brown shared her experience of being sexually abused by

the youth and education minister at her church when she was 16 years old, and the fact

that the alleged abuser had moved on to another SBC church.8 Dr. Welch did not

respond. Instead, the report was forwardedtot he SBC&s o u,tMs Guergdherdo un s e |
Mr. Guenther provided advice to Mr. Boto about how they should proceed. Among other

things, Mr. Guenther suggested preparing an answer: fit would be sympathetic, would

describe how the SBC lacks control over ministers and churches in the hiring of ministers,

our appreciation for the national tragedy of clergy sex abuse, but would not respond to

demands specifically. Then we would wait to see what transpired. We may or may not get

sued. There is no expl i ciMr Guentheeasb readommends that her egar d
and Mr. Boto inquire about a list of clergy offenders maintained by the Baptist General
Convention of Texas (BBGCTQ, noting that: AVe have often worried about a duty to warn

a court might think was owed by the SBC. The BGCT plan may give us some ideas on

t hat subject. o

78 SBC EC Investigation - REL0O000002406.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

79 SBC EC Investigation - Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com). The
SBC President at that time, from 2004-2006, declined to speak with us due to ill health.

80 Id.

81 |d; https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2481375.
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-—-—Original Message--—

From: James P, Guenther

Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2004 1:20 PM
To: Augie Boto

Subject: Christa Brown

@R - given me a copy of the material sent to(MBM@by Ms. Brown's attorney in Dallas. The same material
supposedly went to the two churches involved, the two state conventions in Texas, the local association and to the SBC in
care of Dr. Welch at his church address.

The matenial is in the nature of a "report of sexual abuse and sexual assault by ministerial staff member.” It describes an
alleged pattern of sexual abuse around 1968 by one Tommy Gilmore. Gilmore is said to have been the youth minister at
Farmers Branch (Tex) First Baptist Church. Ms. Brown was 16 and a member of the church. It is alleged that Gilmore was
later employed by First Baptist Church of Tyler (Tex) and that Gilmore is now employed by LifeWay at Ridgecrest. -
tells me that to the best of his knowledge, Gilmore is not and never has been an employee of LifeWay. We have not spotted
Gilmore’s name in the several publications of ministers nor in the current listing on sbc.net). The “report™ contains a section
in which some fairly modest requests (demands) are made, and she “seeks the following actions from appropriate persons
and entities,” one of which is the erection of a monument to the victims of clergy sex abuse and a public apology to Ms.
Brown. Legally, the letter “puts the recipients on notice” concerning Gilmore's conduct.

1. 1 think our first need is to get Dr. Welch to confirm to us that he received this letter dated July 6, 2004, allegedly mailed to
Dr. Welch certified mail, return receipt requested, from Lehtola & Associates. and signed by Deborah Boone Dail. It would
be desirable for him to send us a copy. | recommend that he not answer and that he permit you or me to answer. We
would need Dr, Weilch to tell us if he knows anything about this subject and if he has ever heard of Tommy Gilmore.

2. If he will agree to that, | will answer or prepare an answer over your signature, however you prefer, It would be
sympathetic, would describe how the SBC lacks control over ministers and churches in the hiring of ministers, our
appreciation for the national tragedy of clergy sex abuse, but would not respond to demands specifically. Then we would
wait to see what transpired. We may or may not get sued, There is no explicit threat in that regard.

3. Areference is made in the letter to a list of clergy offenders maintained by the BGCT. | recommend that you or | inquire
of the BGCT concerning the existence of such a list and how it works. We have often worried about a duty to wam a court
might think was owed by the SBC. The BGCT plan may give us some ideas on that subject.

OnJuly 26, 2004, Mr . Guenther respondfeed by
explaining SBC polity in detail, Mr. Guenther stated that he reviewed an fannual
accumul ati on of votuhtarily grévides to the $BC thy SBE ¢hurches and

did not see the name of the alleged abuserfias being reported to

position i any church. o

82 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/pdf_documents/SBC_letter.pdf.
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Your letter of July 6, 2004 w0 Dr. w"‘“-w_ﬁ;&ﬂl’&!-
Convegtion, oa bebalf of Ms. (I} Brown, was sent 10 me by Dr. Welch  We serve as
genersl counse! 10 the Conventon and so we rexpond 10 communacations 1o the Convention's
President from attorneys.

We are saddencd by Ms. Brown's account of abuse.  Abuse of 2 child by anyone 15 deplorable.
Abuse of a child by ooe in a munusterial posstion is cxpecially troubling.

Whule buerarchical bodies, most noteworthy Roman Catholic orders, bishops and diocese, have
# role i the selection, supervision and discipline of nunisters, the Southern Baptist Convention
does not.  Bapoiut ounisters are selectad, supervised, and are subject 10 the discipiine of Jocal
churches. These churches are autonomous, That is, in the Baptist congregational polity, the
church i comrolled only by s own individual congregation. The Coavention has 0o control
over the church, who the church selects s munister, who supervises him or how he i
supervised. The Convention does not ondain or otherwise certify persons a9 mituster. The
Convention has 80 right 10 and does not dcipline mumisiers.  The Convention has 8o spurioual
right 1o defrock a misister.

This ecclesiology is based on our understanding of the nature of the church. The Coavention
carefully disavows any control right over » church. The Convention is careful 10 avoid even
the sppearance of control. Therefore, the Convention docs not have the means of the nght 10
mvestigaie and sdjudicate chasges of misconduct by minsters of churches and does not purport
10 have the right 1o advise charches on who s or is not fit for ministry.

I saw that your letier was also sent 10 the Presideot of LifeWay Christian Resources of the
Southern Baptist Conveption. We would know nothing about ermployment by LifeWay.,
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July 26, 2004
Page 2

In the most current annual accumulation of church stafisiics available to me, an accumulation
done on a volumary basis with those churches who wish 1o report, we do nod see that Tommy

Lrilmore's name appears a3 being repornad to be in o ministerial pogition in any church,

We deeply régret and griéve oveér every mnstance of scaual abuse of children. 'We appreciate
the life-changing effect such abuse can have for the victim. We regret the pain Ms. Brown
cxpresses. We pray that Ms. Brown can find peace

"

Sincerely, | R -
n e

NP e ‘/“ '“JCM?.. /E( N

-

-~

quﬁ':d;-F. Guenther

A few months later, after continued research on her own, Ms. Brown learned that her
all eged abuser was ser vi ngSB&shurahincHoiida.d Then 6 s mi
church was located approximately 51 miles from the church where Dr. Welch was the

pastor.

2005

On April 22, 2005, an attorney for Ms. Brownwr ot e t o the SBCO0s Offic
Relations and Mr. Guenther to inform them that the alleged abuser appeared to still be in

ministry.®* The letter noted that the Baptist General Convention of Texas (BGCT) had

added the all eged afilaud minisiess winoahave beenoinvalivédein r
sexualabuse®®The | etter advised that fdficlergy abuser:
multiple victimséWe hope that you will act in
victims and that works to safeguar d agai nst the possibidlity o
According to Ms. Brown, the recipients of the letter took no action with respect to the

minister.8’

83 SBC EC Investigation - Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
84 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/documents/SBC042205.pdf.

85 Id.

86 Id.

87 SBC EC Investigation - Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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MARTIN & CUKJATI, L.L.P.

ATTORNEYS AT Law

1992 BLanto Road
'“N’Tm mvi
Facisas vo GRS
RS
Cunms L. Cuxtan |
|
Apnl 22r 2005
Soutbern Baptist Convention | Via Cerzified RRR
Office of Convention Relations |
901 Commezce Street |
Nashwille, TN 37203
Mr. James P. Guenther Via Certified RRR
Guentber, Jordan & Pnce, P.C.
1150 Vanderbilt Plaza
2100 West End Avenue
Nashville, TN 37203

Re;  Repori of sexual abuse by Baptist '%'m
Gentlemen:

My client has reported that she was sexually abused when she was a 16-year old gul by the
youth and education minister at the First Bapuist of Farmers Branch in Texas. That minister
was named Tommy Gilmore. As my client recalls, this particular Tommy Gilmore was o graduate of
Hardin-Simmons University and his wife’s was Sue. In July 2004, a complets report
concerning my clieat's abuse was submited to
did pot show Gilmore's name as being rep in a mini ! position in any church.

This letter is t0 inform you of our belief that Gilmore has been in ministerial positions in

i churches during most of the intervening We believe it is the same Tommy Gilmore

who was recently employod by the First Baptist b of Oviedo in Flonda, and before that by the

First Baptist Church of Atlanta. My client has his picture, which was oa the Oviedo
church’s website.

We have also received informanon that thé Baptist General Convention of Texas bas now
added Gilmore's name to its own in-house file of ministers who bave been involved in sexual abuse.
By published policy, the Baptist General Conventido of Texas places a minister in thar file based on
only three reasons: confession, conviction, or “sul tial evidence that the abuse took place” as
determined by the BGCT's own awomeys. THus, my clieat’s report has essentially been
substantated, and we wanted to inform you of that as well.

wr-3-1008 B1:1IN FRowwartiz & G =155 T-851 P 00/mI2  B-58T

i
.
I
As you arc probably aware, clergy abusers who prey on the young often bave multiple
victims, and the trauma is such that vicnms often do not speak of it for many years. My client's
primary concerm is ( prevent the harm that was done to ber from being done o others, and her hope
is that any other possible victims may be able 10 receive counseling sooner 50 as to befter deal with it
psychologically. We hope that you will act in a manner that reaches out to other possible victims and
that works to safeguard against the possibility ol! additional victims.

As with all cases when & minor is sexually sbused by 8 person of trust, the effect on my
client’ shfemdevuml(hnsbmanunelydtfﬁmkforberwmumnwnushgm
struggled to come to terms with it So far, neither the church nor the denomination has provided her
with any assistance, neither with locating Gilmere nor with bare counseling costs. [ wanted 1o make
swc you were awage of tiis. The secmingly hostle manner in whick her report bas been bandled by
rh:indndnlcﬁmhndmbimofm&mnmwuwmmmdbumu

Finally, monkxwpmucuhepdeymdumtyo(mychmlnnmud»unlt victim, |
ask that you black-out her name in the report that was previously provided 1o you to that, if any
copies of it are made in the future, myclmtsnTumllnuban

Wekwvthn“‘rmyGilmw:"isuehﬁvdyconmmm'l‘ombmofwwihqw
believe this is the comrect Tommy Gilmore that we bave tracked 1o the First Baptist Church of
Atlanta and the First Baptist Church of Oviedo. Please confirm this for yoursclf. If you bave any
reason to doubt that thic is the same Tommy Gilmore who was once at the First Baptist Church of
Emmwmwudmwo&wmmm Obviously, Gilmore has not been
Mmma&mwmmmo{h My client’s allegations ace, however, very
serious and significantly substantiated, [

oA
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Ms. Brown first filed a lawsuit against her abuser® and in July of 2005 filed a lawsuit
against the church where the abuse occurred and James Moore, the church music

minister.8°

/ /é Jf‘/' A " ”
CAUSE NO. ~47 C @
e Ir‘,{)/f{;,) | CAUSE NO. l: j Z,ZFZ Y

C. BROWN, f§ﬁ‘:§'0WOUf?T C.BROWN, IN THE nmsii{ET dod'm‘ s
Plaintiff - Plaintiff
i 5
Vs, M‘gg §_tthm(w_ DISTRICT Vs ! {_19&%ICIAL Dlsrmcf v

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF
FARMERS BRANCH and
JAMES A. MOORE,

Defendants.

TOMMY GILMORE a/lda
THOMAS E. GILMORE,

§
§
3
§
§
§
§
§
Defendant §

DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

e

PLAINTIFF’S ORIGINAL PETITION

PLAINTIFE'S ORIGINAL PETITION

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:
TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

NOW COMES, C. Brown (“Plaintiff”), complaining of Tommy Gilmore a/k/a Thomas E,

2006

Ms. Browndéds | awsuits were eventually consol i ds

into a settlement in January 2006 with the church in which (1) the church agreed that its

music minister had fAknowledge about Giolrmar eds

(2) the church did not deny the allegatd.i

ons C

and (3) the church agreedtomake an apol ogy for the fivery ser

Airemor se an & OrJanuary 18,2200 the church issued its written apology to
Ms. Brown confirming the conduct of her abuser and authorizing her to publicly share the

written apology.%*

On August 2, 2006, Ms. Brown and leaders at the Survivors Network of those Abused by
Priests (SNAP)%? wrote to then-SBC President Dr. Frank Page and described how her

alleged abuser was able to continue in ministry, even though the survivor had notified 18

88 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/pdf _documents/BrownvFirstBaptist.pdf.

89 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/pdf_documents/BrownvFirstBaptist.pdf.

90 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/pdf_documents/settlement.pdf.

91 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/pdf_documents/APOLOGY.PDF.

92 SNAP, established in 1988, is an independent, peer network of survivors of institutional sexual abuse
and their supporters. Although originally focused on abuse by Catholic priests, SNAP now addresses sexual
abuse in other organizations as well. SNAP has more than 25,000 members and its support groups meet
in over 60 cities worldwide. See https://www.snapnetwork.org/about.
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Southern Baptist leaders in four different states.®® The letter requested an immediate
investigation of her case, and called for the establishment of a review board to consider
reports of clergy abuse.%* The letter noted that, even if the SBC cannot remove an abusive

minister, it is at least capable of informing and warning.®®

Specifically, we ask you to launch an immediate investigation into the egregious denominational
mishandling of Christa Brown's report of sexual abuse and to institute accountability measures.
Please use the mishandling of Brown’s report as a launchpad for change. Questions need to be
asked. Why was Gilmore able to remain in ministry even after so many leaders knew of Brown's
substantiated report? At the national level, no one even bothered to assist Ms. Brown in locating
the perpetrator. To the contrary, the SBC responded to her report by writing that it had no record
the man was still in ministry — and yet he was at a megachurch in Florida. Surely this
denomination can find a way to at least track its own ministers across state lines.

We ask you to institute a centralized location for receiving and recording reports of clergy abuse,
to establish an independent denominational review board for investigating and considering
reports of clergy abuse, and to implement a nationwide “zero tolerance” policy. We also ask you
to establish a procedure for notifying people in the pews when a report of abuse has been made
about a minister who worked in their congregation. In this way, the denomination can reach out
to other possible victims, allow for the possibility of legitimate denominational investigations,
and put parents on notice so that they can talk with their kids. Whether or not the SBC is capable
of removing an abusive minister from ministry, it is at least capable of informing and warning.

Rather than looking for solutions to address the problem, once again the response from

EC leadership focused on SBC polity and what the organization could not do. Dr. Page6 s

response of August 15, 2006, indicatedt hat A[ m] any of the things Yy
to do are far beyond my authority and ability.0He then forwarded the letter to the EC Chair

and the ERLC President, who he said fAarfe in p

Dr. Page stated that each Baptist entity is autonomous and separate, and that if abuse is

covered up, it is the responsibility of that entity.®” Nonetheless, he stated that he would

Aimeet with the officials of the Southern Bapt

93 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/documents/SBCletter02.pdf .
% Id.
9 Id.
% Id.
7 1d.
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that we might provide this kind of assistance without infringing upon the autonomy of

these state |l evel %or | ocal | evel entities. o

You have asked me to do many things in your letter. Many of the things you have asked
for me to do are far beyond my authority and ability. Thus, I am forwarding this letter on
to those who are in positions to be sensitive to your request.

However, let me remind you of the structure of the Southern Baptist Convention. Each
entity within Southern Baptist life is autonomous and separate. For example, we have
absolutely no authority over the Baptist General Convention of Texas. They are a
separate entity and in recent days have found themselves quite at odds with the national
leaders of the Southern Baptist Convention. If abuse is “routinely covered up”, then that
is the responsibility of that entity and/or group. However. please remember that even The
Baptist General Convention of Texas has no authority over the local church. Itisa
travesty if a local church covers up abuse by its ministers or its members. Pcrsonally, |
would never be a part of a congregation that did not act to protect its members. On more
than one occasion, the churches | have pastured have had to deal with abusive situations.
Fortunately, that has not involved ministers, but has involved elected leaders and others,
In each case we have acted decisively and quickly to deal with these situations.
However, with all that being said, I do realize the importance of your concern. The
possibility of providing some kind of “informing”™ may be possible. 1 simply do not
know. However, please know that I will not ignore this request. I will meet with the
officials of the Southern Baptist Convention to see if there is some way that we might

provide this kind of assistance without infringing upon the autonomy of these state level
or local level entities.

On September 7, 2006, SBC outside counsel James Jordan emailed Mr. Boto to note that
he was working on a response to SNAP.%® Mr. Jordan described how the BGCT kept a
confidential list of individuals who are reported for sexual misconduct, and how churches

can inquire as to whether a specific person is on the list.1%° He then went on to state:

This is something the EC could consider.Having a nati onal fAbad | i si
eliminate the opportunity for ministers to

98 |d.
99 SBC EC Investigation - SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00024224.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
100 |d
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lists. It would also keep churches from having to check lists in many different
states.101

Mr. Jordan goes on to note that, while heisnotsureofa per f ect answer

for policyymakers in the SBC té&2 have the discussi

On September 26, 2006, after receiving no response to the early-September
communication, SNAP sent another letter, again to Dr. Page, and including EC President
Morris Chapman, and ERLC President Richard Land, asking for dialogue it o
Sout hern Bapt i s t%® SNARiasked thes SBG to fcansider) among other
things: (i) establishing an independent review board to receive and investigate reports of
clergy abuse; (ii) publicizing the existence of the board and contact information for
reporting abuse; (iii) adopting a fAzero
a minister or deacon for whom there has been a credible report of having sexually abused
a minor; (iv) withholding financial Mission Board support for such churches; (v) publicizing
the SBC's disapproval of confidential settlements, which should not be enforced against
victims who might choose to disclose abuse.'%* Ms. Brown made a trip to Nashville to

hand-deliver the letters, and did a sidewalk media event outside the EC Offices.10°

Three days later, on September 29, 2006, Mr. Boto responded to Ms. Brown on EC
letterhead on behalf of all three recipients of the original communication. Not only did Mr.
Boto refuse to discuss the concerns set forth in the letter or the suggested remedies, he
intimated that further communications would not continue.'% In pertinent part, Mr. Boto

wrote that:

101 |d
102 Id.

103 SBC EC Investigation - 2006 SNAP Letter to SBC.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com);

https://www.snapnetwork.org/snap_letters/2006_letters/092606_southern_baptist.htm.
104 |d .

105 https://goodfaithmedia.org/southern-baptist-leaders-challenged-to-get-tough-on-sex-abuse-by-clergy-
cms-7942/ https://goodfaithmedia.org/advocating-for-safety-of-southern-baptist-church-kids/.
106 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/documents/Botoletter.pdf.
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The use of hyperbole, argumentative language, strident tones, or pejorative
adjectives is not necessary, and disserves the victims you are seeking to
help by alienating those with whom you profess to desire to collaborate, and
from whom you are requesting assistance. Your staging of a ten-minute,
photo-op mock demonstration in front of our building in an attempt to direct
press attention to shortcomings you perceive to exist in the Southern Baptist
Convention is certainly not a backdrop conducive to the continued dialogue
and joint working relationship you expressed as a desire in the letter you
hand-delivered at that time. And your use of examples which are inaccurate
or which have no relevance is also unhelpful.

Obviously, there may be some ways the Southern Baptist Convention can
improve awareness of and protection from the problem of sexual abuse,
and we will be both responsive to our constituency and exhortive toward

that end, perhaps using portions of your suggestions which find support

among rank and file Southern Baptists, and which seem workable and
beneficial under our polity. Nevertheless, the adversarial posture which you
have assumed is one of several factors leading me to believe that continued
discourse between us will not be positive or fruitful.1°

Dear Mr. Clohessy, et al,

I am in recent receipt of a copy of your letter of September 26 addressed to Drs. Chapman, Land, and Page, in
whose joint behalf | make this reply.

I regret that our communications are not accomplishing what either of us intend. That is unfortunate, for I believe
our ultimate goals to be similar with regard to the issue of sexual abuse — namely, to eradicate it in a church context
(and even more broadly, if possible).

The use of hyperbole, argumentative language, strident tones, or pejorative adjeclives is nol necessary, and
disserves the victims you are secking to help by alienating those with whom you profess to desire to collaborate,
and from whom you are requesting assistance. Your staging of a ten-minute, photo-op mock demonstration in front
of our building in an attempt to direct press attention to shortcomings you perceive to exist in the Southern Baptist
Convention is certainly not a backdrop conducive to the continued dialogue and joint working relationship you
expressed as a desire in the letter you hand-delivered at that time. And your use of examples which arec inaccurate
or which have no relevance is also unhelpful.

Obviously, there may be some ways the Southern Baptist Convention can improve awareness of and protection
from the problem of sexual abuse, and we will be both responsive to our constituency and exhortive toward that
end, perhaps using portions of your suggestions which find support among rank and file Southern Baptists, and
which seem workable and beneficial under our polity. Nevertheless, the adversarial posture which you have
assumed is one of several factors leading me to believe that continued discourse between us will not be positive or
fruitful.

Sincerely,

T I

D. August Boto

107 I1d.
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Although Mr. Boto was unwilling to engage with Ms. Brown and SNAP, documentary
evidence revealed that Mr. Boto did reach out by letter to the Presbyterian Church USAOQ s
national organization on October 9, 2006, and requested information on how they respond
to allegations of sexual misconduct.’®® The Presbyterian Church USA General Counsel
responded in April 2007, noting that its governing body has authority to handle allegations
of sexual misconduct against local church ministers, and that an independent body was

created to investigate sexual misconduct by missionaries.1%

In December 2006, an EC staff member provided Mr. Boto with a memo that the EC staff

member had prepared on the SNAP proposals and how they could fit with SBC polity.11°

This memo was prepared on t he EC st aff membaMd s Bmoit toid st
request.1’! According to the EC staff member, Mr. Boto was shocked when the memo

was presented to him, and asked if the staff member needed to stop working on this issue

because it was too heavy of a task.!?

Among other things, the memo suggested that the SBC could use the cooperation
concept to disallow churches that Ahire or re
been a credible criminal repor {2 Todmemmasd ng s e
suggested that an independent board could receive information about clergy abuse and

maintain a list of those accused.''* There is no indication from our investigation that Mr.

Boto took any action in response to this memo. The EC staff member reported feeling

defeated after making the effort to write the memo to no avail.}*®

108 SBCEXC0000049921.

109 SBCEC_0000563.

110 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 2.
111 |d

112 |d

113 REL0000010201.

114 |d

115 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 2.
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2007

On January 21, 2007, the same EC staff member provided Mr. Boto with detailed data
and information regarding SBC clergy who may have been involved in sexual abuse from
approximately 1960 to the present time.'1% According to the email, the EC staff member
had conducted internet searches about pastors, youth ministers, and deacons of Baptist
churches who had been arrested or the subject of a civil suit regarding sexual crimes with
minors,**” and identified 66 accused individuals who were believed to be Southern
Baptist.1'® There is no documentary evidence that Mr. Boto took any action at that time
to ascertain whether these accused abusers were still in ministry. The EC staff member

continued to research and maintain this list through approximately 2022.11°

In anticipation of the February Bylaws Work Group meeting, at which Ms. Brown planned

to speak, Mr. Boto provided written materials about SNAP and its requests to the Bylaws

Work Group members.*?° In an email exchange with Mr. Boto and Dr. Chapman, the Vice

Chairman of the Bylaws Work Groupn ot ed t hat he studied the mat
way possible we should make it clear we find abuse of minors by our Baptist ministers

unacce ptdrhel dice oChairman suggested that: Asurely we
mechanisms in place to make sure that their future ministries do not include easy access

to minors; 06 Aour denominational polity does h
mi ni sters who may return to bad behaviors;o
mi ni sters o6who hafv ea bbueseend crounnv ibcyt esdonoe SBC ent i
h e | p'% WM. Bado responded that he will craft a recommendation eventually but not in

haste, targeting September.123

116 REL0000010204.
17 |d.

118 I1d.

119 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 2.

120 SBCEC_0000156, SBC EC Investigation - EM Exchange Boto&BWG Chair.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com)

121 SBCEC_0000153, SBC EC Investigation - EM Exchange Boto&BWG Chair.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com)

122 SBCEC_0000152, SBC EC Investigation - EM Exchange Boto&BWG Chair.pdf - All Documents
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From QDG
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 7 2:45 PM

To: Augie Boto
Cc: Morris Chapman
Subject: SNAP and Ministerial Abuse

Dear Mr.. Boto:

| have already studied the notebook you sent me. | hope we make the right decisions with these issues, In every way
possible we should make it clear we find abuse of minors by our Baptist ministers unacceptable. That is the moral stand
we should take, In addition, from a political peint of view (I am putting on my political advisor's hat), we cannot be seen as
coddling abusers, Roman Catholic efforts In confroniing these problems in their ranks were a public-relations nightmare

am’ they lost the battie of public opinion — Catholic charities and local dioceses are still reeling from the tremendous dms‘a
giving.

From:
Sent: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 9:33 AM
Ta; Augie Boto
Morris Chapman
+_uject: Thanks for your kind and welcomed response.

Dear Mr. Boto:

| am glad it is going to be a "thoughtful review." We cannot afford the rough treatment the media gave the Roman Catholic
Church on these issues. And actually, | would favor the EC staff making recommendations on these issues. In a body like the
EC, dominated by senior pastors, there is already a certain level of builtdn uncomfortable reluctance to confront these issues.
They possess a desire to protect other senior pastors, who have erred, but have repented, and want to return to the ministry (none
of them, however, would favor unrepentant ministers continuing in the ministry). The thlnkmg of some goes like this, "After all
these men were called by God, and something like this could 'déstroy their ministries.* The practice of encouraging errant

ministers to relocate to other states to continue in the ministry is more common than many might think. Unfortunately, many of
these relocated ministers retumn to their bad behaviors.

And certainly, | belleve in forgiveness for all who seek fergiveness including our own errant ministers. But....surely we can put
some mechanisms in place to make sure that their future ministries do not include easy access to minors. Nevertheless, on this
point | can not think of clear viable solutions on how to do that- that is why | favor Dr. Chapman and yourself proposing some
solutions. And although SNAP, abuse victims, and the national media think that denominational polity arguments sound like
“"enabling abuse," the truth of the matter Is, that our denominational pelity does hamper our efforts to stop future abuse by
ministers who may return to bad behaviors. A national clearing house for SBC ministers "who have been convicted of abuse" run
by some SBC entity (which one, who knows?) might actually be helpful, and would not necessarily prevent a repentant minister
from resuming his calling. For instance, a loving caring church that believes in second chances might still hire him as a Minister of
Senlor Adults, but not put a convicted child molester back in the youth ministry. Such a clearing house would only provide

information, and would not post recommendations (past or future) about these personnel. If such a clearing house begins to post
recommendations-- then you can get Into major liabllity issues.

From: Augle Boto
nt: Tuesday, February 13, 2007 10:26 AM
ro: G

Subject: RE: Thanks for your kind and welcomed response.

Thanks again. I will be crafting a recommendation eventually for your consideration, I just do not believe
I should do so hastily, so it will be in Sept or so when that happens. I appreciate your similar opinion

- Augie

D. August Boto, General Counsel and Vice President for Convention Policy
Executive Committee of the Southern Haptist Convention
90! Commerce Street, Nuhvlllo. TN 37203-3699
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At the February Bylaws Work Group meeting, Ms. Brown asked to address EC members.
The meeting minutes appear to indicate that Ms. Brown was the only woman present.?4
(There are two versions of the meeting minutes. Both are attached at Appendix D.) Mr.
Boto initiated the meeting by referring to Ms. Brown and SNAP makingi u n u s u a |

and noting that, although Ms. Brown claimed that the EC had not responded to her 2006
letter, she had in fact been sent a response.'?® The Chair opened the floor for discussion

on whether to allow Ms. Brown and/or members of SNAP to speak.'?® Two members

reque :

askedthats he not be all owed t o dheyda katappvaciattitheone n o

spirit in which the group was attacking Mr. Boto and SBC| e a d e r?5§Qthiens spoke in
favor and Ms. Brown was permitted to address the group.'?® The meeting minutes indicate

that Ms. Brown fstated that she was sorry she was unaware of the letter but will not (she

emphasized this) apologize for seeking press coverage.d?°

According to Ms. Brown, when she addressed the group and provided details of her
sexual abuse as a child among other things, she was mistreated by some of those
present, including having an EC member turn his back to her while she was speaking,
and another EC member chortling.13° She expressed her feelings about the meeting as

follows:

| ask you to try to imagine what itods
to a room in which men disrespect you in such a way. And | hope that you

will also try to imagine the long-lasting impact this had on me T to speak

about this horrific trauma of having my pastor repeatedly rape me as a child,

only to have religious leaders behave in this way and to have not a single

other person who thought it mattered enough to speak up. The sharp edge

of such incivility has never worn off.13!

124 SBC EC Investigation - SBCEXC0000038199.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

1251d. at p.2.
126 |d

127 Id.
128 1d.

1291d. at p.4.

130 SBC EC Investigation - Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com)
131 d,
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When asked about the treatment of Ms. Brown during the meeting, Dr. Chapman and Dr.
Page'®? denied that she was mistreated and stated that she was treated with kindness.133

On February 23, 2007, Baptist Press published a story about SNAP, under the byline
AsStaff, o which stated: AA child sexual mol est
Bapti st | eaderseéefor making false accusations
gr oup 0 s ¥ Thetstbrg mentiornied Ms. Brown by name.3® According to Ms. Brown,

Baptist Press mischaracterized her apology, claiming she had apologized for making

Af al se accus at ishe hasl only apolegizedifonbeifhgaucatvare that Mr. Boto

had responded to her 2006 letter.3® The letter had beens ent t o SNAPG6s Chi ce

where it had been misplaced.*?’

The EC continued to be confronted with warnings about sexual abuse within SBC
churches. In March 2007, Father Thomas Doyle, a priest and canon lawyer who first
warned of the looming Catholic sex abuse crisis, wrote to the SBC and EC Presidents.138
He expressed his concerns that SBC leaders could be falling into some of the same
patterns as Catholic leaders in not dealing with clergy sex abuse, and he urged that
Southern Baptists should learn from Catholic mistakes and take action early-on to
implement structural reforms so as to make children safer.1*°® Dr. Page responded in a
short |l etter that ASouthern Baptist | eaders t
that they would attempt to use *hHhecordingfoianf |l uen

132 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EZPQI09bOwV
HoV3BFt6xbn8BOW6LQrP-RICWMZpdAIG1DQ?e=mGCRKX.

133 Interview Memoranda of Chapman and Page.

134 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/snap-apologizes-to-sbc-leaders-admits-charges-
of-silence-were-erroneous/.

135 |d

136 SBC EC Investigation - Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
137]d.; http://stopbaptistpredators.org/press/southern_baptists_still_unresponsive.html;
https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/sbc-life-articles/snap-apologizes-to-sbc-leaders/. The
article was reprinted and published a second time on April 1, 2007, in SBC Life, a subsidiary publication
of Baptist Press, which is also controlled by the EC. See https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-
library/sbc-life-articles/snap-apologizes-to-shc-leaders/.

138 SBC EC Investigation - 2007 Doyle letter to Chapman and Page.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
139 |d

140 http://stopbaptistpredators.org/documents/documents/Page_Itr_Doyle.pdf.
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news source, Father Doyle characterized Dr. P a g ee®monse as dismissive, stating that
such reactions are standard for people in church leadership positions, who tend to place

the needs of the institution before their Christian obligations.4*

In April 2007, Dr. Page wrote a Point of View article in the Florida Baptist Witness about
an upcoming segment on the television program 20/20ent i t | ed A Pr eadawher Pr

which he had agreed to be interviewed. Dr. Page wrote:

Let me also share one other word of clarification. There are many
people in the news media speaking about this issue. | am thankful
that any attention to this issue brings a heightened level of
awareness on the part of our churches and people. However, please
realize that there are groups who claim to be one thing when in reality
they are another. It would be great if the many groups who are
claiming to be groups of advocacy and encouragement in ministry
were that which they claim. Please be aware that there are groups
that are nothing more than opportunistic persons who are seeking to
raise opportunities for personal gain.14?

Meanwhile, also in April and May 2007, another survivor, Debbie Vasquez, emailed Dr.
Page and thereafter Mr. Boto detailing her sexual abuse and rape by her pastor when
she was a minor.'*3 Her sexual abuse resulted in her becoming pregnant with her
abuser® child. She explained to the SBC leaders that she was concerned about abusers
continuing in ministry with unfettered access to children and proposed some potential
reforms, including that the SBC have an investigative body to examine allegations of
sexual abuse and maintain a list of offenders.#* She also requested to speak with SBC

leaders at the Convention.14°

141https://www.nashvillescene.com/news/what-would-jesus-say/article_74704bcd-f972-52d1-abb9-
4f1c25bc88d1.html.
142 https://christabrown.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/frank-page-florida-baptist-witness.pdf.

143 SBC EC Investigation - Boto EMs with Debbie Vasquez 2007.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
144 I1d.

145 I1d.
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After an email exchange, Mr. Boto informed her that the EC was assessing the sexual

abuse issue and areportwouldbe f ort hcoming

her reform ideas.146

Ms. Vasquez,
I have been traveling and will not return to the office until next week.

I do not recall receiving your original correspondence. Was it an email? If so, would you mind
finding it in your sent file and forwarding me the original? I will have some techs look at the
header to determine what happened to it.

At any rate, I want to give you a thoughtful response, and will try to do so after I return to the
office.

Sincerely,
D. August Boto, General Counsel and Vice President for Convention Policy
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention

901 Commerce Street, Nashville, TN 37203-3699

From:

Sent: Saturday, May 05, 2007 1:45 PM
To: Augie Boto

Subject: (no subject)

The following is what | wrote you back in April, but you have not responded -- Why?

Hi
| hope you are doing well,

Dear Ms. Vasquez,

The chief technician here reports to me that he cannot determine why we did not receive your
email the first time you sent it. Nevertheless, we have now gotten it, and hope the delay in
communication has not caused any harm.

Let me try to address the issues you raised, and in the order you presented them.

You need not fear “saying something wrong” or “offending me.” I do appreciate your
expression of disinterest in assessing blame or hearing defenses. Your stated desire to gain
knowledge, however, requires that I address some issues which may come off sounding like I
am blaming or defending. My intent is not to do either, but rather to explain.

The process for consideration of issues involves their assessment by the Executive Committee,
recommendation or report to the Convention, and action by the Convention in response to the
recommendation. Currently, and with regard to the sexual abuse issue, assessment is being
made of suggested options. I expect the Executive Committee to make a report and/or a
recommendation relevant to the issue once its assessment is complete. This could take some
time.

Thank you for sharing your story. The circumstances you describe are tragic. I am wondering
about whether you attempted to contact the church yourself. If you did, then the problem is
something different than the church not knowing about the earlier incident, which may have

eame hearina an the efficacy of havino a liet

146 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Efa5Xi2xCqgINjH
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In a memo addressed to Mr. Boto dated April 30, 2007, Mr. Guenther proposed a plan
where the SBC website would have a link to a database that listed the names of
individuals whom the SBC believed had engaged in sexual misconduct.*’ Mr. Guenther
advised Boto to place individuals on the list who engaged in sexual misconduct and were
convicted of a felony or criminal misdemeanor, and/or had a judgment in a civil action for

a common tort.1*® This database plan would be viewed asameanstoi as si st

church

and, according to Mr. Guent her , Ait would fit otorelppol i ty

churches in this area of c¢ h Mi @Guendhbriugher statedd
thatidl ecommend i mmedi ate action to signal

entities begin a more a#¥gThefslening day, Mif Guenther
providedMr.Bot o wi th another memo, capti on ethe
BGCT model for a database of offenders.*®® No action was taken by Mr. Boto on these
memos at that time. (Both memos are attached at Appendix E.) On June 11, 2007, just
prior to the annual meeting, the Bylaws Work Group met and began consideration of the

database issue.

In May 2007, Will Hall, a vice-president for news services of the SBC Executive
Committee, downplayed the SBC sexual abuse problem by telling a Tennessee TV
station that there had been only 40 #dAin
churches. Hall said this relatively low number over such a long time period showed that
the way Baptists dealt with abuse was working. According to Christa Brown, Hall was
distorting a prior statement she had made to the Associated Press that i nthe past six
months SNAP has received reports of about 40 cases of sexual abuse by Southern
Baptist ministers.0 The Baptist Center for Ethics publicly called on Hall to issue a

correction, which did not occur.1>?

147 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00008031.
148 |d

149 |d

150 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00007709.

151 https://goodfaithmedia.org/sbc-official-says-relatively-low-number-of-cases-proves-system-working-
against-sexual-predators-cms-8916/.
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At the 2007 June Convention in San Antonio, SBC Messenger Wade Burleson presented
a motion to create a Database of Clergy or Staff in SBC Churches Involved in Sexual

Harassment or Abuse:

That the Southern Baptist Convention request the Executive Committee to
conduct a feasibility study concerning the development of a database of
Southern Baptist clergy and staff who have been credibly accused of,
personally confessed to, or legally been convicted of sexual harassment or
abuse, and that such a database be accessible to Southern Baptist
churches in order to assist in preventing any future sexual abuse or
harassment, and that the Executive Committee report its findings and/or
recommendations no later than the 2008 Southern Baptist Convention in
Indianapolis. %2

The motion was referred to the EC for consideration and for a report back to the 2008

Southern Baptist Convention.1%3

In August 2007, the pastor of a church in Tennessee sent a letter to the SBC President,
the EC President, ERLC President, Bylaws Work Group members, and others, which
discussed two allegations of sexual abuse in the past year at Memphis churches.>
Separately, that same month, other persons sent a letter to the above also complaining
of sexual abuse in Oklahoma.'®® Guidepost investigators did not find responses to the
pastor or the other persons in documents turned over by the EC, or any indication that
anyone took any action, including any referrals to law enforcement, passed along this
information to any State Conventions or local associations in an effort to have it reviewed,
investigated, and/or resolved, or even acknowledged that such potentially egregious

allegations involving SBC churches were being levied.

152 https://41jmzr10f8zc229tzr2xml7e-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/2007 SBCAnnual.pdf.

153 1d.

154 SBC EC Investigation - SBCDATA0001113748.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
155 SBC EC Investigation - SBCDATA0001113817.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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2008

The database motion from 2007 was to be presented again at the June 2008 Convention
in Indianapolis.*®® According to Mr. Burleson, the EC never contacted him about his
motion, nor was he invited to the September 2007, February 2008, or June 2008 EC
meetings, or any of the conference calls related to his motion in between those
meetings.*’ (It was during the September 2007 meeting that survivor Christa Brown, who
was an observer, was referred to as a fperson of no integrity.d°® This incident is described
in Section IV.C in greater detail below.) Although we interviewed several witnesses that
would have been present during the meetings in 2007 and 2008, those witnesses were
unable to recall details regarding discussions surrounding the database issue, except to

say that it was their opinion that such a database would violate local church autonomy.*>°

In the weeks leading up to the Convention, Mr. Guenther, Mr. Jordan, and Mr. Boto

exchanged emails about how the EC would respond to the Burleson motion. Mr. Boto

was preparing a report, which he shared with the two lawyers, that discussed providing

instructional materials to churches but rejected the adoption of an SBC database. Mr.

Guent her email ed on Appeadthe d&dment 298i®tBis motnihga t : i
When | finished my thought was that it is likely going to be seen as an explanation of why

the EC is not going to do much of anything. 90% turns out to be explanations of why we

are not goi ng tMo Baloaesmmdetefi Ihi amlgs® bel i eve my | o
be understood to be subtitled AReasons Why We

expect naysayers will accept either a long or short report, or, in fact, anything we do short

156 http://media2.sbhla.org.s3.amazonaws.com/annuals/SBC_Annual_2008.pdf.

157 Interview Memorandum of Burleson.
158 https://goodfaithmedia.org/clergy-sex-abuse-survivor-questions-fairness-of-sbc-executive-committee-

study-cms-9469/.

159 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Member 3, Page, Oldham, and EC Officer 1. We interviewed EC
Staff Member 3, who told us that Mr. Boto had asked him to research the feasibility of a sexual abuse
database, including technical requirements and functionality, and to contact all state conventions to get
their current practice and input. EC Staff Member 3 believes he started this discussion with Mr. Boto in
2007 but his work likely occurred around 2011.
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of payment of reparations and admission of 1 n.
t het% . o

On June 9, 2008, the Bylaws Work Group issued its recommendation on the issue. While
decl ar i utiigingtahredidble &nd authoritative database is an extremely important
initial step of background review Southern Baptist churches should take to provide the
highest degree of protection against sexual predators,othe Bylaws Work Group rejected
the implementation of an SBC-managed database. Rather, the Bylaws Work Group
recommended churches use the Dru Sjodin national sex offender database, maintained
and provided by the United States Department of Justice. The Bylaws Work Groupd s
report laid out some perceived practical problems with maintaining an SBC database, and
also stated that SBC polity precluded the Convention f r ohawing any authority to require
local churches to report instances of alleged sexual abuse to their local association, their
state Baptist convention, or the national Convention. In fact, the Convention does not
have the authority to create a centralized investigative body to investigate whether an
individual has been Acredibly accusedodo by som
matter.o Ultimately, the Bylaws Work Group concluded that: fin summary, prevention of
sexual abuse, and proper response when victimization occurs, are best accomplished by
churches diligently utilizing procedures, information, and resources already readily

available.g6!

In our interview with Mr. Boto in May 2022, he said he was against an SBC database
because the EC could not be involved in making judgments about who should be on the
list, which could create a risk of false accusations and liability. He stated that he was in
favor of a database if it had been managed by an outside entity so it would not be on the

SBC to assume the liability.

On June 10, 2008, Dr. Chapman gave a speech reiterating the position of the Bylaws
Work Group, reporting that Southern Baptist polity precluded the possibility of an
independent review board to assess abuse reports and precluded any centralized record-

160 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00023696.
161 June 9, 2008 Bylaws Work Group minutes.
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keeping on abuse reports. Hi s speech noted that
polityo and said that anmyoinaen ewh ac 0a s sne rftisg htt h en ¢

abuse is making A% false accusation. o

A few days later, a church pastor posted on MorrisChapman.com that he was
di sappointed that t he EC. Tlhei pdsteb was @ifical ofoDr.e a d
Chapmano6s | e aldimeadshhtithp SBLwds hiding behind local autonomy to

o)

avoid addressing sexual abuse.'?

In November 2008, Ms. Brown and SNAP wrote again to SBC leadership, this time to

SBC President Johnny Hunt, reiterating their request for the SBC to create a safe place

for victims to report abuse, an independent review panel for assessing abuse reports, and

a database.'®* On December 18, 2008, Dr. Oldham sent an email to two staff members

at Dr . Hu n topysg Mr.hBoto,ctdlling them to check out the Stop Baptist

Predators web page and noting that Dr. Hunt may need to be informed about Christa

Brown. Dr. Oldham offered to be available along with Mr. Boto to speak with him and

bring him up to speed, closing with fAdealing \
twisting your words to suittheirpur poses. 0 Mr .edtBotDr .r e@lpdbmamd s
fGood® ob. o

Almost three months later, Drr Hunt responded by saying fAwe ar
there was no further follow-up. In an interview, when asked about receiving a letter from
SNAP or Christa Brown, Dr. Hunt responded that he did not recall receiving or responding
to the letter. He also did not recall any interaction with Dr. Oldham or Mr. Boto on the

matter. He said he had a lot going on with his church and travel, and he thinks the letter

162 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/stop-sexual-predators-chapman-urges/;
https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/Relativitylnternal.aspx? ApplD=8252197&Mode=ReviewInterface&D
ocumentlD=1505516&ArtifactTypelD=10&ViewerType=native.

163 Clergy Rebuke SBC Head for 'Harsh Rhetoric' Over Sex Abuse Cases | Church & Ministries News
(christianpost.com). The pastor had previously signed a rebuke of the SBC over the treatment of survivors
in June 2007. SBC EC Investigation - SBCDATA0001116196.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

164 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1507186.

165 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2002646.
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https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FSection%204%2FSBCDATA0001116196%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FSection%204
https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1507186
https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2002646

would have gone to someone helping him at his church or the EC. It was possible that

someone put a letter in front of him to sign.'56

2009

In February 2009, an individual emailed Mr. Boto and another EC staff member to notify

them of a recently-received prayer request. The prayer request was for a church in

Virginia where the chairman of deacons had admitted to sexual misconduct. The email
states fA[] o] ur cshwho hasnedsat @l g dte a@ewm churchdés pre
School for decades, has surrendered himself to our county police on charges of

aggravated sexual assault. He has admitted sexual misconducté . 6 The emai | I
states, fA[ a]s a deac derlfaanwhat$eoutdomg of thispotentidl t e ac
scandal could become for our church members, especially if the media perceives that our
church | eadership is trying to keep this stor

accountability within localcongre gat i ons, ours certaidly is |ac

The email was forwarded to Mr. Boto and Mr. Guenther. Mr. Guenther provided the

following guidance to the EC staff member, Al donot have an opinio
should contact [the senderjlor not . | dondt see any point, |
Email communications such as [the senderd]scould be most anything, from totally

|l egiti mate, to something goof yMrBotopnovigashis | ean t
concurrence regarding Mr. Guent her 6s guidance | ater i n the

counsel® Jim.o

2013
In August 2013, Mr. Boto instructed an EC staff member, who had been assembling lists
of ministers accused of sexual abuse, to send those lists to Mr. Guenther as they may

need to be produced in litigation.'®°® The EC staff member emailed them to Mr. Guenther

166 |Interview Memorandum of Hunt.

167 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/ISBCECInvestigation/EVar3S48cQINVRXGVLOX3
T4BRJIJDwWBmMeiQRE1B9ITgyMIgg?e=q40c61.

168 SBCFIL0000059060 VirginiaRequestforprayer Noresponse_February2009.pdf.

169 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00021985.
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and copied Mr. Boto. The EC staff member noted that the more recentlistwas a fAr ough

drafto and t hadnottydt leeeniconfirinatl anSowgherh Baptist. The older
list contained incidents from before 2008, although the EC staff member stated that: fi |

sure there were incident'SMrtBbtarespohdechby eneaihtd
the EC staff member and told the EC staff member i d o n 6 t,0 explaining yhat Mr.
Guentheril | u s tstoisee witht we have because of a question in an interrogatory about
any lists we might be keeping relating to sexual abuse. We are going to keep doing this
and there is absolutely nothing wrong with our doing it. Basically, we are stuffing
newspaper clippings in a drawer. Anybody could do that.d’* Again, there was no
indication from our document review or interviews that any action was taken at that time

to determine whether any of the accused abusers on those lists were still in ministry.

When we interviewed Mr. Guenther, we specifically asked him whether GJP had ever
received a list of sexual abuse cases. He replied that no running log of cases was reported
to GJP.17?

From: Augie Boto <Gl -
To: L ]

ccC: Jim Guenther

Sent: 8/21/2013 3:25:52 PM
Subject: Your "list”

Please send to Jim (at the email address above) the “list” of info on claims of sexual
abuse against ministers in whatever form you are keeping it. Don’t dress it up at all.
Just send it the way it is.

Jim will decide whether the interrogatories we’'ve received in a case against us require us
to disclose your list.

Thanks,
- Augie

D. August Boto, Executive Vice President and General Counsel

Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention
901 Commerce Street, Nashville, T
Voice Fax

The C OO pe rative P rog ra m — Biblical stewardship that changes lives every day, the world

170 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_0002145.
171 REL0000010198.

172 Interview Memorandum of Guenther and Jordan.
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From: Jim Guenther </O=FIRST ORGANIZATION/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/C
e ——

To:
Sent: 8/22/2013 1:02:45 PM
Subject: RE: News Articles of Child Sexual Abuse

Just what | needed (I Hope you are well. Jim

James P. Guenther
Guenther, Jordan & Price
1150 Vanderbilt Plaza

2100 West End Avenue
Nashuille, Tennessee 37203

From: GGG

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2013 9:47 AM
To: Jim Guenther

Cc: Augie Boto

Subject: News Articles of Child Sexual Abuse

Mr. Guenther,

Attached are two documents. One is a confidential draft of news article accounts of child sexual abuse that |
prepared for Augie in 2011. The accounts were between 2008-April 11, 2011. | have continued to update that
document. Itis a rough draft and the incidents have not been confirmed as “Southern” Baptist. The other is a list
of accounts prior to 2008. | am sure there were incidents that | haven't caught yet. These documents can be

sorted in a number of ways. Please let me know if | can help in any way. | hope you and@iiipare doing well.
Have a great day.

To:
From: Augie !otol!5=!!!EXCIOU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=AUGIE]

Sent: Thur 8/22/2013 2:43:07 PM (UTC)
Subject: RE: Accounts of child sexual abuse

Incidentally. I may not have explained sufficiently to remove any worries you might have about this.
But to cut to the chase — don’t worry. He just needs to see what we have because of a question 1n an
interrogatory about any lists we mught be keeping relating to sexual abuse. We are going to keep doing
this and there is absolutely nothing wrong with our doing 1t. Basically. we are stuffing newspaper

clippings in a drawer. Anybody could do that. (And yes. I know is more orderly than that. but I was
merely trying to make a point)

Thanks.
- Augie

From:
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2013 9:31 AM

To: JPGunether‘

Cc: Augie Boto
Subject: Accounts of child sexual abuse

Mr. Guenther,

Attached are two documents. One is a confidential draft of news article accounts of child sexual abuse that | prepared for Augie in
2011. The accounts were between 2008-April 11, 2011. | have continued to update that document. It is a rough draft and the
incidents have not been confirmed as “Southern” Baptist. The other is a list of accounts prior to 2008. | am sure there were

incidents that | haven’t caught yet. These documents can be sorted in a number of ways. Please let me know if | can help in any
way. | hope you and @illPare doing well. Have a great day.

68




At the end of 2013, an anonymous compl ainant,
link, alleged that a youth pastor who had abused her was now the pastor at a large SBC

church. This email was forwarded to Mr. Boto and Dr. Oldham.'”® No response was

provided to the complainant; she was ignored by EC leadership, and our investigation did

not reveal any action taken by the SBC to determine whether an alleged child sex abuser
remained as a pastor at an SBC chur cdonarefT he de't

shown below.

To: Augie Boto'
Sent: 1/8/2014 11:51:34 AM
Subject: RE: Anonymous - Abuse victim

| think sayBing nothing may be the thing to do

James P. Guenther
Guenther, Jordan & Price
1150 Vanderbit Plaza

2100 West End Avenue
Nashwille, Ternessee 37203

-

From: Augie Boto

Sent: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 10:35 AM

To: Jim Guenther

Subject: FW: Anonymous - Abuse victim

Jim = Don’t remember of | ever sent ths to you, | have not rephied and do not mtend to unless vou
advise otherwise

[hanks

173 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00014397.
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2014

In August 2014, Brad Eubank, a minister for over 30 years who is also a survivor, another

survivor, and Greg Love, an advocate for survivors, met with Dr. Page, Mr. Boto, and

ERLC Executive Vice President Philip Bethancourt to discuss a proposal that the SBC

host a conference to educate SBC members about sexual abuse. Mr. Eubank recounted

his own experience of being sexually abused by Music Minister John Mr. Langworthy from

the ages of 8-12. Mr. Langworthy had moved from Mr. Eubankés Mi ssi ssi ppi
Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano, Texas. In 1989 after several years as the Music

Minister at Prestonwood, church staff discovered that Mr. Langworthy had molested at

least one minor boy. Under Senior Pastor Jack Graham, nobody from Prestonwood

notified the police and Mr. Langworthy was quietly fired as Music Minister. He returned to

Mississippi where, in 2011, he confessed to his congregation at Morrison Heights Baptist
Church in Clintonthath e had commi tted fAsexual I ndi screti
his time at Prestonwood and before when he was in Mississippi. Police arrested and

charged Langworthy with sex crimes and he received a fifty-year suspended sentence.’4

According to Mr. Eubank, Mr. Boto controlled the meeting and claimed the EC could not
do anything about sexual abuse allegations as per the SBC constitution. Mr. Eubank
recounted that Mr. Boto rejected every idea that was brought up.1’® After the meeting, Mr.
Eubank and Mr. Love followed up with Mr. Boto, Dr. Bethancourt, and Dr. Page but did

not receive any communication until months later, as shown in the below screen shots.

174 Ex-Minister Faces Multiple Sex Charges in Small Mississippi Town | U.S. News (christianpost.com).
175 Interview Memorandum of Eubank.
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Date: Wednesday, September 3, 2014 a1 7:41 PM

Yo: Phillip Bethan >
Cc: Brad Euban

Subject: Re: Confidential - Nashville Meeting

Phillip and Augic:
Dad ths reach you?

el

Gregory S. Love
LOVE & NORRIS, Attorneys
621 Hemphull Street

}II iﬁ III 7614
MunisarySafe com

AbusePrevestionSystems com

from: Gegory v QD
Date: Tuesday, Augw
To: Phillip 8ethancourt
Cc: Brad Eubank
Subject: Confidentsal - Nashwille Meeting

Gentlemen

Thanks for making the ime. Per your request, we arce putting together the matenials we believe were requested or would
be helpful. Some of the frmmework has already been created and was sent to Dr. Page; [ am not sure whether that was
forwarded 10 each of you (see attached)

When it s convemient, | would be happy 1o show you how the MinastrySafe system works and the online system that
provides the backbone. Al one time, we were listed as a resource on SBC.net. By the way, the MinistrySafc Awarencss
Traaming is available in five languages (as well as closed caption for hearmg smpaired). This is a crtical piece that should
be identified ax a resource

-:md | were discussing a possible panel of speakers for a 2015 Conference; she reminded me that such an event
nceds 1o take shape very quickly to get the nght speaking faculty and nazl down logastics. If this is something that s of
interest 1o the SBC prior to 2016, we would need to move quickly.

We are excited about joining you in this challenge. If there is anything in particular that is of interest that we dad not
discuss, please let us know

Peace

usl

Gregory S, Love

From: Gregory Love
Sent: Fri 12, 2014 2:28 PM

Augie Bato

Cc: Brad Eubank;
Subject: Re: Confidential - Nashville Meeting

Gentlemen:
I have attached a skeletal draft of a proposed conference for 2015; eager for your thoughts.

Again, if'when you contact me ... I can walk you through the latest tools available to churches to address the risk of
sexual abuse. Augie, you mentioned that you were interested to leam about tools/trainings that can serve Baptist

churches. Let me know when you are ready ..

Finally, I have communicated with both Brad and @nd we are ready to provide dates in Oct, Nov or January for a

follow-up meeting.

gsl

Gregory S. Love
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From:

Sent: Friday, October 03, 2014 3:26 PM

To: Augie Boto

Cc: Frank Page

Subject: FW: Confidential - Nashville Meeting

Augie,

Dr. Page asked me to forward Pastor Brad Eubanks’ email on to you so that you might respond to him

Thank you for taking care of this

From
Sent: Friday, October 03, 2014 12:
To:
Cc: Gregory Love;

Subject: Confidential - Nashville Meeting

“l

Dear D

| know Dr. Page is incredibly busy in September and October as they shared with us back in August, but would
love you to forward this information on to him so we can follow up from our August Meeting

Dr. Page

| know you are incredibly busy and have seen your name in many places and states where you are speaking -
wow you must be tired!! Thanks for taking the time to speak in places big and small in our convention. We are
so biessed to have you!

| don't” want to take much of your time, but | would like to follow up from our August Meeting we had. Thanks
s0 much for taking the time to meet with us. | really sensed your intense interest in this subject and a deep
desire to do something meaningful and impactful on this subject. | was thrilled and excited by that

you.

In Christ Alone,

Brad Eubank

We would really like to move to the next step but have had difficulties getting Augie or Phillip to respond back
to our emails. | know these men are busy as well, but we would really like to discuss our next steps. Greg has
sent the information that we talked about to each of them and also requested some dates that would work for
the three of you and us so that we could get back together and possibly even others to attend at your
discretion or invitation. If you don't mind, would you please follow up with them and help us know what our
next steps need to be and how we can move forward in this process. | look forward to hearing back from

Ultimately, on October 3, 2014, Mr. Boto drafted an email to them rejecting the idea that

the EC or ERLC should take a lead role in addressing sexual abuse in ministry settings,

stating: A[c]l]ertainly, the ministry

assi

of sex abuse, and the coordinating work of the Executive Committee includes the

ministries of all the SBC entities, but to make headway, any particular issue has to be
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shepherded by those by whom it is seen as primary. Neither the EC nor the ERLC will

have t hat’ In addition; with despect to the proposed conference, Mr. Boto

del ayed further meetings by stating, A a] s f
you mentioned...Our availability this year is not good, and January availability depends

onsome factorsnotye t g €T Dr.dPdge @uthorized Mr. Boto to send the email, despite

Mr.Bot o acknowl edgi ng % Tthe BCalisl noaparticipatet ih any sicdha r k . 0
conference.

To: Augie Bot
From: Frank P.
Sent: Mon 10/6/20

Subject RE: Confidential - Nashville Meeting

Send It..not too dark

From: Augie Boto

Sent: Friday, October 03, 2014 5:10 PM

To: Frank Page

Subject: FW: Confidential - Nashville Meeting

As you may have gathered, they have in mind a summit at Bellevue, with you and or—
hosting. 1 get the idea that they are the “idea™ people and we are the “make it happen™ people.

Below, | set out a suggested reply | hope you would find acceptable. It is just a draft and can be
reworked to fit your druthers. 1 admut, it 1s a little “dark.” We can talk about 1t next week if you have
time, but if it is close enough to send now, you can let me know that too, and I will just go ahead and
send it out,

- Augie
Greg (and others)

The last 5 weeks since your first email have been extremely busy. and [ apologize for not having gotten back to you
before now. Dr. Page and [ have just today returned from a lengthy trip, and he is heading out again next week, with me
doing the same the week and weeks thereafter. | may not have mentioned it when we were together, but this time of year
is always a high-travel time for all of the senior management personnel here at the EC, with Dr. Page being in the greatest
demand. and therefore the one gone the most.

Let me first address the conference idea. In being direct, as | think you would prefer me to be, my aim is to give you the
quickest and best sense of how to accomplish your goals as successfully as possible.

1. We have already discussed the ultimate goal, which 15 to mierest as many of our churches as possible in adequately
addressing the problem of sexual abuse m munistry settings.  Achieving that long-term and overarching goal needs to be
fostered by a group for whom 11 1s their primary goal. As [ see it, you and Brad are core members of that group, however
it fleshes out more completely later. Certainly. the ministry assignments of the ERLC include addressing the problem of sex
abuse, and the coordimating work of the Executive Committee includes the ministries of all the SBC entities, but to make
headway, any particular issuc has to be shepherded by those by whom it is seen as prnimary. Neither the EC nor the ERLC
will have that luxury

176 SBC EC Investigation - SBCDATA0001006590.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
177 Id.

178 1d. The email that Boto ultimately sent can be found at: SBC EC Investigation - Email Thread with Augie
Botos Response_222673832.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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L

As to the more immediate and short-term goal vou apparently have sdentified, which is to have a conference, 1 believe I read
between the lines a compliment to the drawing power you believe Dr. Page and/or NP have. | concur that they
both are widely followed. Neither, however, is followed for their work in the ficld of sexual abuse. 1 would argue that it
might be better 1o structure the conference to present an array of notables (or at least recogmizables) who have been affected
in their ministry by situations that fall into the category.

3. Before picking one or more personalities to be involved in any conference, | suggest your group determine how best to
organize and divide up the preparatory work and funding of any conference. The curriculum and materials will best be
determined by you experts. Venue and speakers will, in large part, be a factor of the funding. although the dates will factor
in, certainly, depending on who you wish to be included

4. As for dates, | do know that Dr. Page would have a difficult ume participating in anything in any October that 1s not a state
convention meeting,

5. Finally, 1 would suggest that hosting a supper or event dunng the SBC annual meeting would simplify scheduling, attendance
and availability greatly. Your team can confer with @D QD » our office if that 1s a direction you all wish
1o head

As for an acceptable meeting date in the months you mentioned, I need to keep working on that. Our availability this
year is not good, and January availability depends on some factors not yet gelled. Because we are not really essential to
your progress, my advice is to make headway in fleshing out your key leader group. and discussing among those persons
ideas about how best to structure a conference or build the resource website | suggested you build when we met.

In the meantime, as | have opportunity, I will discuss with Dr. Page the possibility of our getting together again in January
and will let you know what looks good at this end.

Blessings

2016

On June 3, 2016, David Clohessy, Executive Director of SNAP, emailed Dr. Page and Dr.

Moore requesting Aundedomiahat ispmaaleloy of fice to
abuse survivors may file a report about their
office be widely publicized. Mr. Boto asked Mr. Guenther and Mr. Jordan for their counsel
regarding Mr. Clohessyod6s email and stated that
can serve as the 06s aft’®Tha samedayMr.iGuenther and Mr. desi r
Jordan separately responded to Mr. Boto. Mr. Guenther stated that he agreed with Mr.

Boto that Athe best thing to do is to make no
the arguments agains¥Mwhattomhdaindsprepepoinmdeg.dg
the SBC could start receiving reports of clergy abusers and then do nothing with them . .

No respons® is required. o

179 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EaGshfeM5xVNg_7P1

DqTKwkBbQjctkEzgbZe60 _L80U4eA?e=5cBvQa.
180 I1d.

8lhttps://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Efr2fcp4WydDozwo
EcBYquwBBSEOWuB3D2ZgdwoG8bnRiQ?e=1CyG7o.
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2018

In March 2018, Dr. Page announced his retirement as EC president and CEO. EC Chair
Stephen Rummage released a statement on behalf of the EC about the circumstances of
Dr. P a g ediirement:

Last evening, the officers of the Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Committee met via phone conference with Dr. Frank Page during which he
announced his plans for retirement. Today, | spoke with Dr. Page and
learned that his retirement announcement was precipitated by a morally
inappropriate relationship in the recent past.18?

Dr. Page resigned his position after that disclosure. Dr. Page had maintained an improper
relationship with a female from a church where he had been an interim pastor. After
gossip at the church, Dr. Page was confronted by another pastor and the conduct was
confirmed. Dr. Page stated the relationship was a consensual affair with an adult
woman.!® At the time, the EC conducted no further investigation to verify the accuracy
of Dr. Pageds disclosure or to determi®e if
In hindsight, Dr. Rummage noted it would have been helpful for the EC to have verified

there was nothing inappropriate done with the staff.8

In 2018, another SBC | eader 6 s conduct w a swhen &otmereS8C i nt o
President Paige Patterson was terminated from his position as president of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary (FSWBTSQ. In what the Washington Post termed a
Abombshell a n e 8WBJ ® fresteés, isSuedt a statement accusing Dr.
Patterson of lying about his treatment of an alleged rape survivor in 2003 and, in 2015, of
emailing his intention to meet with another sexual assault survivor, with no other officials
present, s o he coul d @ b8 €ha ROO3hservivordtatedrthatdPatterson and

182 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/ecs-frank-page-resigns-over-personal-failing/.
183 Interview Memoranda of Rummage and Witness 1.

184 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EVRud-WcO0-
ROsChbyXMsQOxUBONAW3e3NOHNhGNMhnfOKmw?e=Z2DFEc.

185 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EVRud-WcO-
ROsChbyXMsQOxUBONAW3e3NOHNhGNMhnfOKmw?e=Z2DFEc.

186 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/06/01/southern-baptist-seminary-drops-
bombshell-why-paige-patterson-was-fired/; https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/may/paige-
patterson-fired-southwestern-baptist-seminary-sbc.html.
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fellow officials discouraged her from reporting her rape and urged her to forgive the
perpetrator.187

On the heels of the Patterson revelations, the Messengers at the 2018 Convention
passed three resolutions directly targeted at sexual abuse issues. Specifically, the
resolutions affirmed the dignity and worth of women, denounced all forms of abuse, and
called for sexual purity among Christian leaders.'® One month after the Convention, on
July 26, 2018, Dr. Greear announced the creation of a sexual abuse study group, which
was in response to a Motion at the 2018 Annual Meeting.*®° At the September 2018 EC
meeting, the EC Trustees budgeted $250,000 from Cooperative Program overage to fund

a Sexual Abuse Advisory Study for two years, which was to work jointly with the ERLC.1%°

After J.D. Greear was elected SBC President, Mr. Boto met Dr. Greearand Dr. Gr eear 0 s
assistant to orientate Dr. Greear to the role of SBC President. As part of that process, Dr.

Greear and his assistant expressed the desire to run background checks on all trustee

and committee appointments. According to the assistant, Mr. Boto told them that
conducting background checks would not protect one child because these people are not

going to be around children and it would be costly. They were not satisfied with this

answer, so they tried to figure out how they could vet those that Dr. Greear would

nominate to the committees during his tenure.*®! They decided that they would add a

guestion to their vetting process and ask each potential candidate to answer in writing
(electronically) whether he/she had ever been accused, charged, or convicted of any type

of abuse.'®? Over the course of Dr. Gr eear 6 s service as president

selected out of being nominated because of that question.193

187 I1d.

188 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/sbc-resolutions-affirm-women-denounce-abuse/.
189 Greear announces sexual abuse study group | Baptist Press; https://41jmzr10f8zc229tzr2xmi7e-
wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2018SBCAnnual.pdf.

190 EC WRAP-UP: Sex abuse prevention, pres. search, DR | Baptist Press.

191 Interview Memorandum of Assistant to Dr. Greear.

192 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EYmo5XvtukJPgilzvJI2gMIB1BdIZG
Uui-XY80HXUMV9AQ?e=HACO9W.

193 Interview Memorandum of Assistant to Dr. Greear.
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2019

In 2019, during the period when Mike Stone was EC Chairman, a married pastor of an
SBC church in Georgia was accused of having an inappropriate relationship with a single
mother by several members of his congregation. The woman was in counseling with the
pastor who had been sending her text messages and photographs that were sexually
suggestive. These text messages and photographs were viewed by witnesses who were
interviewed during our investigation. According to witnesses, the pastor agreed to
apologize to the congregation and ask for forgiveness. They stated that the apology was
drafted with the assistance of Mr. Stone. The witnesses recounted that the apology made

by the pastor was not accurate, and that the survivor was blamed. The witnesses stated

that they felt intimidated shbghavrtotheStteotioneof f or

the deacons in the church. One witness attempted to call Mr. Stone and was instead
contacted by Mr. Stoneds assistant who t

not the church.194

After the apology, the pastor took a leave of absence but eventually came back to preach
at the church. The witnesses stated that they were retaliated against by the deacons after

ol

they disclosed the pastorés behavior. One

an anonymous complaint had been lodged against him for inappropriately touching a
parishioner, which the witness perceived to be retaliation against him. All of the witnesses
and the survivor left the church after the incident due to the way they were treated.%

During his interview with us, Mr. Stone stated that this pastor was a close friend and they

had attended coll ege together. Mr . Stone

inappropriate conduct through text messages but stated that he did not receive

informationthat t he conduct Areach[ed] the | evel

had not spoken to the pastor in more than a year.1%

194 Interview Memoranda of Witness 2 and Witness 3.
195 |d

196 |nterview Memorandum of Stone.
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On February 10, 2019, the Houston Chronicle published the first in a series of six articles
on sexual abuse in the SBC. The series was released in two clusters, in February and
then again in late-May and early-June. The articles identified 10 churches which were
involved in the alleged abuse. The Houston Chronicle reported that, in the past 20 years,
about 380 Southern Baptist church leaders and volunteers have faced allegations of

sexual misconduct, leaving behind more than 700 victims. 1°7

Only a few days after the first three articles appeared, on February 18, 2019, Dr. Greear
addressed the EC at its regularly scheduled meeting. Dr. Greear specifically named the
10 churches mentioned in the Houston Chronicle, and called for an inquiry into whether
those churches were fAoperating with a f
and Message, specifically Article XV, which says that we should seek to provide for the
abus¥®¥d. o

Early the next morning, Dr. Greear met with EC leadership and attorneys for the SBC,
and was strongly criticized for naming the churches.®® According to Dr. Greear, they told
him that he had set up the Convention because he had accused churches of sexual
abuse, and Mr. Guenther said they were going to be sued for libel. When Dr. Greear
asked how they could be sued if he had just read from the newspaper article, Mr.

Guenther said he was not so sure.2%0

According to an SBC Senior Staff Member, Mr. Boto was very frustrated that Dr. Greear
announced the churches publicly as it caused an uproar and could lead to lawsuits.?°t
According to a former EC Vice President, the EC leadership was concerned that churches

might abstain from sending funds to the Cooperative Program or leave the SBC

197 https://www.houstonchronicle.com/local/investigations/abuse-of-faith/.

198 https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/february/southern-baptists-sbc-expel-churches-abuse-
investigation-jd.html.

199 Interview Memorandum of Greear.

200 |d

201 |nterview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 4.
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altogether. The witness reported that the named churches pressured Mr. Boto and the
Bylaws Work GroupChair t o cl ear t hieklyéghurchesd names ¢

Less than one week after Dr . Gr e e a pnoFebruarg 2802019,,the Bylaws Work
Group released a statement clearing the majority of the churches from inquiry but noting
that the EC would recommend an amendment to the SBC Constitution that the
Convention does not, and will not, cooperate with a church that clearly evidences

indifference to addressing the crime of sexual abuse.?%?

The statement condemned abuse but d e c | a r eiml virttalyaall repdrted cases, the

abuse and cover-up of abuse were criminal acts undertaken by a few individualsd6 a n d

t h at churbhebodii rarely knew about these actions and even more rarely took any

action to endorse or affirm the wrongful acts or the actors themselves.o Although the
Bylaws Work Groupn ot ed t hat victims Ashould al ways be
against them, o0 the statement urged EC members
naming churches absent prior notice to the church and documentation of criminal

convictions.204

There was an outcry from survivors who believed that the Bylaws Work Group had cleared

the churches too quickly, even as one of the cleared churches had an admitted sex

offender on staff as the Music Director.?%® In a later letter to Dr. Greear, ERLC President

Russell Moore characterized the Bylaws Work Groupd s d e esiasiiddms astr ous mo
eéto Oexonerated quickly and by fiat <churches
mistreatment of sexual abuse survivors i even leading to a call of apology from an

Executive Committee official to a church that had, at the time, a sexual offender on

s t a Mr. Boto had called the pastor of one of the named churches to apologize for Dr.

202 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 5.

203 http://m.bpnews.net/52467/sbc-bylaws-workgroup-releases-sexual-abuse-response.

204 |d

205 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/churches-named-by-greear-in-abuse-report-
respond.

208 SBC EC Investigation - ERLC Moore to JD BWG.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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Greear naming the church.?%” That church ended up withdrawing voluntarily from the SBC
in February 2020 while it was under inquiry by the Credentials Committee.

After Dr. Greear sent a proposal to the Bylaws Work Group for how SBC churches could
take fiacti on st e pabuse daions, Md @uerghersentsve. Batcaahd Mr.

Jordan a memorandum taking issue with Dr.

Guenther wrote:

I see Dr. Greear6s communication to the wol

offered document which he think s fcoul do be sent t o a

when a church is dealing with an incident of sex abuseé . sée a big
difference between providing churches with generic resources on the one
hand, and st arti nog stto uhcfflhedattersb@suge-iree s i

way to cause the victim to see the SBC

é

So | dondt htthvangage invdscussiong with Dr. Greear about
the merits of the document. | think we ought to thank Dr. Greear for sharing
this idea with us, as we would any Southern Baptist who offered thoughts,
and assure him the EC is working on this. In other words | think we ought
to tell hi mw@Thaek oypout ; we wel come
assume that he thinks as President of the Southern Baptist Convention he
plays a management role in the Executive Committee.

é .

In short, it seems to me we ought not engage with Greear on the wording
or possible use of his document.2%®

Jennifer Lyell, a survivor of sexual abuse, agreed in March 2019 to publicly disclose the
details of her abuse. Prior to this time, Ms. Lyell had not disclosed her abuse to anyone
other than her therapist, closest friends, and her pastor and his wife. At the request of
executives at Lifeway as well as SBC entity heads, Ms. Lyell agreed to go public with her
sexual abuse after she learned that her abuser had been appointed as a missionary for

a non-SBC entity and would be in a position to groom and abuse young women again as

207 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 1.
208 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00008576.pdf.
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he did with her.2®® Because Ms. Lyell was a senior executive at Lifeway, an SBC entity,
she worked with her Lifeway supervisor and the entity counsel to determine the best way
to make the disclosure. This disclosure was also coordinated with Dr. R. Albert Mohler,
Presidentof Sout hern Baptist Theqashe abusedhaddeemi nar y
employed at SBTS during his abuse of Ms. Lyell. Dr. Mohler agreed to provide

corroboration of the abuse to BP.

Previously, in March 2018, Ms. Lyell privately disclosed her abuse to her boss at Lifeway
and then to Dr. Mohler, the president of SBTS where her abuser was then employed. She
told Dr. Mohler and her boss at Lifeway that any sexual contact she had with Professor
Sills had been nonconsensual and involved violence, threats of violence against her and
others, and coercion.?®Dr . Mohl er c¢clearly understood not
disclosure but expressly stated that he believed Ms. Lyell and stated that that it was his

opinion that she had been abused by Professor Sills.?!*

209 SBC EC Investigation - Roger_Oldham_2-Story Process - March 5-8 2019.pdf - All Documents

(sharepoint.com).
210 |d

211 SBC EC Investigation - Mohler 5.23.18 Confirmation Post Confrontation.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com).
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[ e
‘ * Jennifer Lyell —

concern and assurance

R. Albert Mohler < Wed, May 23, 2018 at 3.09 PM
T

Dear Jennifer

-ana | have been praying for you in recent days, fervently and urgently. Thank you for your courage to call me on Monday. | have proceeded
just as we discussed and after a confrontation this moming the employment of the individual involved has been ended

Your courage is humbling and remarkable. We love you, believe you, and pray God's healing for you. We stand behind you

| just want to assure you that our concem for you is ongoing and also urgent. | am trying to deal with this according to the very highest standards of
personal and institutional responsibility — and beyond that, the spirit of Christ

| want to affirm again that | encourage you to report any abusive behavior to legal authorities. | must leave that in your hands, but | want you to
know of my full support

Second, | would characterize the behavior involved as described in your call as abuse. | want 1o make certain that Southern Seminary and | do
everything appropriate to reveal any abuse and protect anyone vuinerable. Please advise me if you know of any further investigation that we
should undertake. | assure you we will act accordingly

Know of our love and support. | so greatly admire your courage in this

Sincerely
Albert Mohler

As a result of her disclosure, Professor Sills resigned from his position at SBTS after
being confronted by SBTS leadership in a meeting. SBTS stated publicly: Sofithern
Seminary is committed to the highest standards of both principle and policy. Our policies
and procedures are clear and are consistently applied. Because this a personnel matter,
we cannot c o mftePrto f fewsrstohr etiBa ohdrch @vas ladvised of Ms.

Ly el | 6 saftemwhioshshe was no longer a member at that church.?2*> At  Ms .

request, no public disclosures were made of the abuse by Lifeway or SBTS. At that time,

Baptist Presspubl i shed a story about David Si

reason for his departure.?'4

Once her boss at Lifeway put Ms. Lyell in touch with BP staff, Ms. Lyell began to
communicate with them regarding the potential BP story. She provideda Af i r st

account of her sexual abuse to BP staff which made it clear that any sexual contact

212 https://www.brnow.org/news/David-Sills-resigns-leadership-roles/

213 https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/religion/2019/03/12/louisville-southern-baptist-seminary-

professor-accused-sex-abuse/3130024002/
214https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/sbc-digest-seminary-profs-christian-george-david-
sills-resign/.
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between her and Professor Sills was not consensual.?'® She recounted that the abuse
began during a mission trip, and continued over a period of many years, despite having
an otherwise close relationship with his family, and a seemingly close relationship with
her abuser.?16 Ms. Lyell was clear that any sexual contact she had with her abuser was
nonconsensual and involved violence, threats of violence against her and others, and

coercion.??

As BP staff were preparing to write the story,?'® Ms. Lyell had numerous interactions with
BP staff, as indicated in the evidence we reviewed.?*® For example, BP staff asked her
follow-up questions regarding her statement, which she answered, and she provided
additional information regarding persons who would corroborate her story and her
statements of abuse, i ncluding Dr. Mohl er, the pastor a
and people at his former missions agency.??° BP staff indicated they were reaching out
for corroboration of Ms .thesk pesplel and in faat wetseve n st a't
evidence that BP staff contacted these individuals who corroborated her statement.?2*
We did not see any evidence that was presented to BP that indicated that the interactions

between Ms. Lyell and Professor Sills was anything but sexual abuse.

215 SBC EC Investigation - Roger_Oldham_2-Story Process - March 5-8 2019.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com).

216 SBC EC Investigation - BP Remarks Attached to Email to Mohler from Lyell.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com).

217 |d

218 https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/religion/2019/03/12/louisville-southern-baptist-seminary-
professor-accused-sex-abuse/3130024002/.

219 SBC EC Investigation - Roger_Oldham_2-Story Process - March 5-8 2019.pdf - All Documents

(sharepoint.com).
220 |d.

221 I1d.
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Nevertheless, we saw evidence that Ms. Lyell was concerned that her abuse would be
characterized as consensual by her abuser and requested the opportunity to respond if

that occurred.???

From
Sent

To ——
Ce CE—
Subject

No one from BP ever raised the issue of consent with Ms. Lyell. Further, our investigation
revealed evidence that people to whom Ms. Lyell disclosed, including Dr. Mohler,
corroborated her abuse,??® and that Dr. Mohler told BP staff that he believed Ms. Lyell
had been abused. Others who were contacted by BP staff and provided corroboration
include peopleatherab user 6 s f oaganeyrandrhér ensployemat Lifeway.??*

The evidence we reviewed indicated that one of the first places the potential story was
vetted was with EC outside counsel. A member of BP staff wrote a summary of the
potential story,aswellas Ms . Lyel | 6s afdsentittotJairpedordam Augie dr af t ,

Boto, and Sing Oldham for review.22°

222 Id.

223 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EU33c-
_TJ69JréwMiySZZh4BFdV3dik_AMuUNAy7PXWu7fA?e=J3230e
224 SBC EC Investigation - Roger_Oldham_2-Story Process - March 5-8 2019.pdf - All Documents

(sharepoint.com).
225 |d
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Synopsis of Request to BP to tell a Story of Sexual Misconduct

Jennifer Lyell is an employee at B&RH/LifeWay. She is a former student at Southern Baptist
I'heological Seminary. She has contacted Baptist Press alleging that a former SBTS professor groomed
her for an affair. leading to his dismissal from the Seminary when she brought it to Dr. Al Mohler’s
attention in 2018, Sce related story on SBTS prolessor

Also, please see attached document that she sent to Baptist Press

G | ifcWay's communication’s director, contacted Baptist Press about a possible story I was
put in touch with Jennifer and she shared her story and that she has been in contact with Dr. Mohler
about her willingness to go public with her allcgations. She noted that Mohler is willing to make a
statement. She also mentioned she's been in contact with QD ><ting LifeWay president,
CFO, and he is in full support of her decision. She mentioned ERLC President Russell Moore is also
aware of the allegations, noting that

@D | +!so remember her mentioning

@D !s0 may be aware of the allegations and her willingness to go public

Lvell said the main reason she wants to go public with the allegations is that she is aware that the
accused is pursuing missionary opportunitics outside the SBC, speaking and she wants something on
the record that people can find in a Google search when rescarching the possibility of hiring him or
asking him 10 speak to Christian groups. She's concerned other young women might be in danger of a
similar situation she experienced. Right now, there doesn’t appear to be any stories that point to why
the accused was forced to resign from Southern

Let me know if you have other questions. Thanks

Thereafter, Mr. Jordan responded with the following comments:22¢

[ have forwarded this to Jim to get his eyes on it. He and I have talked about it, and he may have something to
add to what I've said below.

[ can understand there are good reasons why BP would want to run this first-person story. I've thought of
several of those reasons myself, but I will leave it to BP to determine the value of printing the story.

Several questions and concerns popped into my head as I read this Jennifer’s narrative:
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What age is Jennifer Lyell?

Her story uses the term "sexual abuse™ but it is not clear to me whether she means child sexual abuse,
abusing a relationship of trust, or some type of power differential abuse (such as professor/student). |
think we need to be careful about those distinctions. Does this article cast Sill in a “false light™ as a sex
offender? Or is he someone who violated employment policies, Biblical commandments, and ethical
standards but not any civil laws?

She says that the abuse continued for more than a decade, apparently part of which time she was in
counseling. When such a relationship continues for a long time and the victim has become a mature
adult, 1 think the case that it was all “abuse™ may be harder 10 make, at least 1 a jury.

What has BP done or what can it do to corroborate this story if you decide 1o run it?

Will Dr. Mohler say that Sill confessed to “sexual abuse?™

The suthor never indicates what the sexual abuse was. While BP would not want to print all the sexual
details, it may need to know what they are in order to decide whether or not to run this story. People
define abuse in different ways, and if the abuse in her case consisted of hugs and kisses, would BP still
want to run the story”?

Will BP ask Sill to comment before it runs the story? In a defamation lawsuit, one of the indicia of
malice is whether the publisher of the defamatory statement gave the allegedly defamed person an
opportunity to dispute the facts.

The first paragraph republishes statements allegedly made by D 1t Paige Patterson “did
not take proper steps reporting the sexual assault or caring for @DIn its aftermath.™ | know that Dr.
Patterson vigorously denies that allegation. Will BP include his denial in an editor’s footnote?

BP may get inundated with personal stories such as this one. How will it decide which stories are
worthy of publication? If BP establishes standards for publishing such stories, does this story meet
those standards?

Based on our review of internal SBC BP documents, the BP initial draft of the BP article
described the allegations made by Ms. Lyell against her abuser as sexual abuse in the

opening paragraph:??’

New details of former SBTS
prof's resignation alleged
-

Tags: sexual abuse, SBTS, LifeWay

Tweet: .Ralbertmohler: 'Her statement represents personal courage and a deep concern
about telling the truth in order to protect others.'

Facebook: "Her statement represents personal courage and a deep concern about telling
the truth in order to protect others."

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (BP) -- Nine months after Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

raf 24 adls resigned for undisclosed reasons, a woman has alleged Sills
r for more than a decade, including while she was a Southern

Seminary student.
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Thereafter, BP personnel, including Dr. Oldham and outside legal counsel, reviewed and

made suggestions on the language of the article.??®

Sent

Subject

There was significant back-and-forth discussion on the use of the words sexual abuse or

assault.229

It was the opinion of certain BP personnel that details about abuse would come out in
other media reports, following the release of the BP story.?%°

228 |d
229 |d
230 |,
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My overnight thoughts/suggestions.

@B, cver hesitate to weigh in with your observations/suggestions. While this does carry
l.Sl_’.m'vr a Rubicon of sorts, by reorienting the focus asEED suggested and more oxpl’icitl'\‘
Intt_mg up Lyell's stated purpose of addressing this cultural moment. as I've tried to do in this
edit, I think it gives us a precedent that goes far deeper than mere prurient interest and |
touches on the reality of the scourge of inappropriate sexual conduct that occurs far too often
in a church or ministry setting.

o G - always — these are suggestions only. It's your story to tell. I know you’ll run

it by @idonce you reach agreement. He can help make sure we're within our legal bounds.

(’/f II(/

In none of the emails do BP personnel question whether Ms. Lyell had in fact been

abused.

About 20 minutes before the final article went live online on March 8, 2019,a BP employee
called Ms. Lyell and told her that the | awyer
and fnonc arit Skeenvas @ltl not to worry because they were using other
portions of her statement. The BP employee made it clear to Ms. Lyell that the decision

was already made and was not a matter for debate.?3?

New details of former SBTS prof's resignation alleged
o/ D ‘G ;oo Frcay March 08 2010 (4 months ago

My AN OO e fedatiortun mith S foe r@ than a e ade

231 I1d.
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She was not given the opportunity to respond to the change in language, despite the fact
that it now read that she was alleging a morally inappropriate relationship rather than
sexual abuse. Not surprisingly, the afternoon the article was posted, Ms. Lyell contacted

BP personnel and expressed her concern with the language used in the article.?33

Gentlemen,

Thanks for work on the piece. | am concerned it sounds far too consensual and despite what many may think, legally
and practically, sexual abuse is not limited to those who are underage and fewer than 20% of crimes are reported.

So, | have posted my full statement at https://www.lyellstatementonabuse.com/. | would be very grateful if BP could
update the article with a note somehow or link to the full statement, especially since you reference it.

Thanks again. And in case you have any doubt. | have told the complete truth, so hopefully that will be as sobering to
you as it should given what he was able to do and how he was able to manipulate me.

Thanks again,
Jennifer

As indicated in her email, Ms. Lyell published her full statement disclosing her abuse,
which made it clear that she had been sexually abused, and never had a consensual
sexual relationship with her abuser.?** She was supported in the effort to change the
nature of the story by Lifeway leadership at that time who personally spoke to Dr. Oldham

about the inaccuracies in the story.?3

After the final, edited article was posted Ms. Lyell was subject to numerous online attacks,
some of which are reproduced below. The majority of the attacks were based on the
incorrect assumption that Ms. Lyell had consented to the sexual relationship with her

abuser T an assumption which stemmed from the opening paragraph of the article:23¢

233 |d

234 |d

235 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EcVFtvgiE9BAvWgDDxnXoPUB6T
mHaigFQ_CzHrwjUT3Tcw?e=b14pi9.

236 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Eg4UeftIDI1I01YJZBM4Q8BcAHG3
ZXXV-WUUtWBLjXXRA?e=vb4gSR.
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Write a comment... © @ 2:45|:|r'r|

Two adults engaged in an llicit affair. | hope that Jennifer Lyell who, as an adult,
Only one is punished. This is not justice. Read the article . ‘g s . .
before commenting. carried on an illicit affair for 12 years is
Like - Reply - Th O- disciplined as harshly as the man in this

story. | know neither of them but | do know
- ) o that this is not justice and she is not a
SR She's not a victim, she's a sinner. Join me in

emailing Lifeway to call for her resignation. victim. Please consider taklng action.
Humanresources@lifeway.com

Like - Reply - 45m - Edited O:

+ 4 Replies- 1hr

+ 1Reply

Yeah, totally. Groomed in your mid
20s into an illicit relationship that went on ... for a decade.
Seems legit. /Sarcasm

Like - Reply - 1h - Edited o 2
Why is the woman who had an affair with

the professor being lauded as a hero. Both she and the
professor were guilty of adultery.

Like - Reply - 1 - Edited O

Most Relevant is selected, so some comments may have been filtered out.
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We are Christians, the Bible is our standard.
The Bible affords moral agency to women more than our culture.
If this was assault this woman had a duty to report it in a timely
fashion. Unless there is some extenuating circumstance where
the professor held her hostage or something similar, | don't see
how an affair lasting over ten years can biblically be called
anything more than an adulterous affair where both are guilty of
a sin worthy of death and both need to repent and look to Christ
for the salvation of their souls. God is faithful and just to forgive.

Like - Reply - 4d Qs

She's admits to "being compliant at
times." But she's guilty of adultery. Not just "being
compliant.” That's minimizing and blame-shifting
language. "Being compliant” suggests passivity. But
consensual adultery is an active sin by both parties
invelved.

Like - Reply - 4d O

ooem . (210 scripture is our standard not the

culture or our feelings. What does scripture say?
Like - Reply - 4d '0

SRR e was how old?? and with how many
men?

Like - Reply - 3d

© @

Many of these attacks were posted on the BP Facebook page, which remained active for
a period of time after the article was posted. As seen in the evidence we gathered, the

attacks were not only personal to Ms. Lyell, but they were also of a professional nature
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and called for her to be fired from her job at Lifeway, an SBC entity.?3” In addition, when
Ms. Lyell attended the June 2019 SBC Annual Meeting, she suffered in-person attacks,

including being physically?®% hreatened and cal

The month after the Lyell story was published, Dr. Ronnie Floyd was elected President

and CEO of the Executive Committee. On April 10, 2019, after his election but before he

took office, Dr. Floyd sent an email to Augie Boto, Mike Stone and others setting up a

conference call on sexual abuse. The email, which appears to be authored by Dr. Floyd,

i ncluded AAlcOt iGanl losn tAbuseodo from the Sex Abuse
Dr . Greear , a fNHSexual Abuse I nquiry Process |
APossi ble Action Steps on Abuseo which coul d |
in Birmingham.23® The last list raised the notion of making the Credentials Committee a
standing committee for Afaith and practice 1is
The possible action steps also referred to a database and a reporting procedure. Although

there was no mention of the precise nature or content of the database, the document

does say i mplementing one was fdextremely diff]
to say that without some other options. o The
with thisco mme n t : AWe need to establish something t

one extreme and ignoring reports while the me

In a memo dated April 18, 2019, Mr. Boto provided a legal opinion to Dr. Floyd which

advises against creating a Credentials Committee. Mr. Bot o 6s mai n reason
establishing a Credentials Committee is liability: A[ i ] n pl ain Engl i sh, ce
would have the effect of rendering the Conven

Mr. Boto stressed that, fitjhe importance of maintaining current process, and thereby

287 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Eg4UeftIDI1IIO1Y
JZBM4Q8BCcAHG3zxXv-wUUtW6LjXXRA?e=vb4qSR.
238https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ERPMKivAry9DsbZDKsVMH_oBOQOYol
LFXUhNgHO076jj77mLA?e=1VGQMV.

239 SBC0000687289 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000687289.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com),
SBC0000687289.0001 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000687289.0001.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com)and SBC687289.0002 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000687289.0002.pdf - All Documents
(sharepoint.com).
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continuing the so far impenetrable defenses against ascending liability, cannot be
overemphasized. 0 He goes onto to provi

Credentials Committee, including the minimal benefits to be derived and ancillary

de ot

detriments, non-existence of State Convention templates, and Bylaws Work Groupd s

processes (including lessons learned from the past).

In May 2019, it became clear to current EC leadership that at least some of them had
been aware of sexual abuse allegations against Baptist ministers for years. In an email
from Dr. Oldham to Dr. Floyd, copying Mr. Boto and some EC staff members, Dr. Oldham
acknowl edged t hadecade, il Rawer been hegularly @ending Augie news

reports of Baptist ministers who are ar
Boto confirmed that, saying: AYes. We a
some way, but w e @ddmine dhe @otential liabilgies Ithatywould stem

there®r om. 0

In other words, Dr. Oldham and Mr. Boto had been collecting the names of arrested
ministers for approximately 10 years, yet never took any action to ensure that the accused
ministers were no longer in positions of power at SBC churches. In addition, from our
review of the documents in this case, none of the SBC leaders who were included on that
email ever requested a copy of that list or made any further inquiry about it. Indeed, in our
interview with Dr. Floyd, he acknowledged never receiving the list and admitted he
probably never asked to see it.>4! As of August 2018, there were 585 possible abusers

on the list.242

The mounting outcry about sexual abuse appeared to aggravate some within the SBC
and was viewed as a distraction. On May 9, 2019, in an email from Mr. Boto to an EC
staff member, Mr . Boto described the focus on

distract the EC from evangelism. In particular, Mr. Boto singled out Christa Brown and

240 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000668499.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
241 Interview Memorandum of Floyd.
242 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000533532.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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Rachael Denhollander, a survivor advocate, as architectsof t hi s fAsatanic sc
stated that A[t] hey have gone to the SBC | ook
foun d lin bur ibterview with Mr. Boto in May 2022, he again mentioned that the devil

was involved in the magnitude of the sexual abuse issue focus in the SBC, which in his

view is taking away from the SBC and E@O6s r ol
a book that explains how focusing on something, e.g., sexual abuse in SBC churches,

slants a person to see that very thing elsewhere again and again.

On May 23, 2019, Dr . FIl oyd told SBC | eaders in an ema
call so fr®©mpdsktegr sSBand | eaderso expressing fig
emphasis on the sexual abuse crisis. o He then
cultural c¢crisiséo The focus of the SBC must b

Great Commission and the constant call to Acts 1:8 and Matthew 28:19-2 0 . 0 He
acknowl edged that what the SBC was doing fArel s

but described it as going fAdown a si’e street

In the lead up to the 2019 Birmingham convention, Dr. Floyd emailed the EC to express
his desire for SBC leadership to have a unified approach to the sexual abuse issue.?**
Both Dr. Floyd and Dr. Greear attended discussions concerning sexual abuse at the

convention?*> and both received communications from survivors.246

On June 12, 2019, Dr. Greear addressed the convention for a total of approximately two
hours, making approximately 81 references to sexual abuse, the abused, and their

abusers.?*’ lllustrating his intention to invoke open exploration of the issue, he prayed

243 SBC EC Investigation - SBCDATA0000890918.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

244 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000336266.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

245 REL0000000624. 2019, June (EC Minutes - Bylaw 8 Recommendation to amend including EC
nominees to CC committee).doc (sharepoint.com)

246 RELO000000045. SBC EC Investigation - Lyell Timeline Overview as Sent to Task Force.pdf - All
Documents (sharepoint.com); REL0000002145 . SBC EC Investigation - REL0O000002145.pdf - All
Documents (sharepoint.com); RELO000000094 . SBC EC Investigation - 6.11.19 SBC JLL Text Exchange
w_RF.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com); SBC EC Investigation - FLOYDMB0000202096.pdf - All
Documents (sharepoint.com).

247 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000020398.0001.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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t hat: AThe abuse i n our churches should have
i nt eralel yacdcknowl edged the Houston Chntednicl e
decades of abuse involving mor e** HéaamitteR O abus
percent of the members of SBC churches under the age of 35 have left because they
believed sexual abuse was not being treated seriously. He enumerated failures in training
staff and volunteers, caring for survivors, crediting survivors, and reporting to civil
aut horities, and said they were committed by
denied that dealing with sexual abuse was a distraction from the primary mission of the

SBC because it i% fAa Gospel issue. o

At the Birmingham convention, the SBC Constitution was amended to deem a church in

Arfi endl y ¢ adpetrhaet daemot achin d& manner inconsistent with the
Conventiono6s beéxwedls 23 kspadingl Gredgntials Committee was

tasked with making determinations about whether churches reported for mishandling
sexual abuse allegations shoul d be®*® Thensi der
Credentials Committee6 s f or mat i on a n detehmanatidrs is digcussedl in s u ¢ h

detail in Section VII, infra.

Following the Birmingham convention, the sexual abuse issue continued to demand the
attention of the SBC.Despi te the conventionds dabesp,s t owa
just two days af t erMr.buentheGemailed MroBoto abdut a cve s |,
complaint seeking to hold the SBC liable in a sex abuse case, citing comments made by

Dr. Greear.?>® Mr. Guenther wrote that: fAugie, | do not know if you want to alert Greear

of this case and send him a copy of the complaint | just sent you. It includes allegations

regarding statements by Greear and would help Greear understand both the significance

of any statements he makes and of the effort to use resolutions and reports and anything
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el se the plaintiffsé | awyer may think is hel
case. The complaint might also be helpful to Dr. Floyd in understanding how the plaintiffs

are coming at us in this case.>*

In early July 2019, Jennifer Lyell wrote to BP in an attempt to have the original BP article

taken down.?®> Based upon our review, her correspondence with BP personnel was

respectful in tone and focused on the factual mischaracterization o f t he Amor al
i nappropriate relationshi po .2mhisrequestlechitegat i ve
meeting between Ms. Lyell, Dr. Oldham, and another BP employee.?>” On July 16, 2019,

after the meeting, Ms. Lyell emailed Dr. Oldham:

Thank you so much for your time yesterday as well as for your willingness to hear my concerns and for the care
you articulated. I left encouraged and hopeful that we will be able to work together to address the problems
created by the BP article and alleviate future negative ramifications, misconceptions, and damage to me and
LifeWay.

As we discussed, I am attaching a copy of the remarks I read to you yesterday. I waited to send them until T had
a chance to let Dr. Mohler know I had reached out to BP, that you had requested a meeting, how the meeting
went, and to allow him to review the statement to ensure that he was aware and could once again review the
information to ensure I had not inadvertently or unknowingly misstated anything. He was fully supportive of
my request and affirmed my statement, which is attached. I am also attaching the zip file I referenced that our
corporate communications office compiled for the screenshots of the harassing comments they captured in just
that first weekend. I believe that Dr. Oldham mentioned he hadn't been aware of that, so thought it may be
helpful for you to see (I've not actually ever unzipped this file as I've been advised to not do so as it would be
too disruptive. but it's my understanding that it is mostly the BP Facebook posts).

Finally, I did pull the BP article announcing Dr. Page's resignation and confirmed, as I suspected, that a
"morally inappropriate relationship" was cited by BP as the reason for his resignation, thus clearly setting a
precedent (among others I'm sure exist elsewhere in BP archives or on other outlets) that this term is used to
refer to consensual affairs, which was never alleged by anyone in my case and was only created as the official
narrative when Baptist Press unilaterally decided to use the term despite what was actually reported and
established. Honestly, this compels me even further that action absolutely must be taken to rectify the editorial
decisions BP made that clearly communicated (with precedent) to the public that I had reported being party to
consensual sexual sin, which was never ever the case and never reported to BP or anyone else by anyone. It was
created by BP and then broadly reported and spread.

Again, thanks so much for your time and work. I will continue praying and be grateful for updates as frequently
as you are able to give them as every day this article is online in its current form is a day that Baptist Press is
perpetuating a false, damaging, libelous narrative that places me and LifeWay at risk. I am mindful of the
details you'll need to work through and will be happy to help with any information/input/feedback you need to
work toward a quiet. mutually agreed upon resolution.

Sincerely.
Jennifer Lyell
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Thereafter, Dr. Oldham wrote to outside counsel for the SBC and asked for a legal opinion

regardingt wo fApl anso both of which had been revie
Dr. Floyd.?®

Following a preliminary review with Augie yesterday morning, I met with Dr. Floyd and he
approved the following course of action. Augie wanted me to run it by you for your review as
well. I am ready to send this to Jennifer Lyell ASAP to close this loop.

We plan to offer her this.

Plan A

1. We will remove the story from the BP web site and replace the story with this note on the
story’s URL:

Due to ease of global access to Baptist Press articles that are posted online, electronic
copies of some previously-published BP articles are removed from the website by the
editorial team for a variety of reasons. These articles are permanently archived for

historical purposes and scholarly research at the Southern Baptist Historical Library and
Archives.

2. We will add this header on the hard-copy of the story that will be stored in SBHLA.

Editor’'s Note: As a result of social media comments that referenced the article previously
posted here — some of which contained harsh and hurtful characterizations of the
individual who alleged she had been sexually abused by a former professor when she was a
student and continued to experience a long-term pattern of repeated sexual abuse — the
BP editorial team removed this article from its website on July 18, 2019.

258 SBC EC Investigation - Roger Oldham_4-Story Removal Request 2.pdf - All Documents
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Plan B

If she pushes back and wants the header on the website as well, our fallback position is that
we will post the full statement this way on the Website, with the second portion added as an
editor’s note on the hard copy as noted above:

Due to ease of global access to Baptist Press articles that are posted online, electronic
copies of some previously-published BP articles are removed from the website by the

editorial team for a variety of reasons. These articles are permanently archived for
historical purposes and scholarly research at the Southern Baptist Historical Library and
Archives. As a result of social media comments that referenced the article previously
posted here — some of which contained harsh and hurtful characterizations of the
individual who alleged she had been sexually abused by a former professor when she
was a student and continued to experience a long-term pattern of repeated sexual
abuse — the BP editorial team removed this article from its website on July 18, 2019.

Plan A was emailed to Ms. Lyell on July 18, 2019, by Dr. Oldham.?>°® Ms. Lyell responded
that she had reconsidered the position of just removing the article, and instead requested

that a header be added to the original article with the following (or similar) language:

Editorial Note: Since issuing the following article on March 8, 2019, Baptist Press has come to realize
that some language we used in the article is inaccurate and misleading regarding the allegations made by
Jennifer Lyell. Ms. Lyell did not report a "morally inappropriate relationship" as we originally reported
and in fact alleged having experienced sexual abuse that was non-consensual. In hindsight, we recognize
that the full statement Ms. Lyell originally submitted to Baptist Press prior to the publication of our story
made this clear and acknowledge that Baptist Press never received any information from any SBC entity,
church, or leader that indicated anything other than an abusive relationship was reported by Ms.

Lyell. Ms. Lyell's full statement, submitted to Baptist Press prior to the publication of our story was
subsequently published in full by her and can be accessed here. It is this statement by Ms. Lyell that Dr.
R. Albert Mohler, Jr. commented in our original article he stood behind and believed was righteously
motivated. We greatly regret the misconception that language used in our original article has been
duplicated elsewhere, created broad misconceptions about what Ms. Lyell reported, and that in doing so
it failed to accurately reflect the circumstances on which we were reporting.

Again, Ms. Lyelld s ¢ o mmu n i ceapeatfd, but emplesized a need to correct the
inaccuracies of the original article. D r . Ol dham forwarded Ms.
member with the following comment:
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@B this is what | propose | send Augie and Dr. Floyd for their counsel. You may have a
different sense of things. 1 solicit vour input

Jennifer’s response came in a few minutes ago. Given the fact that the story we published took
its shape as a direct result of recommendations from our legal team, I feel obligated to seek
input about how to respond. Here is her request (you can read her full reply to me in the email
below this letter). I do not find her request objectionable, as I outline immediately below her
recommendation. She asks that we h't'p the story posted and add this editor’s note

Dr . Ol dham went on to explain igpecificeditarial

why

comment was appropriate and unobjectionablei he supported publishing

similar to the one requested by Ms. Lyell.?6° Thereafter, internal SBC documents show
that there was much written back and forth among Dr. Oldham, SBC personnel, Mr. Boto,
Dr. Floyd, and SBC outside counsel between July 19, 2019, and the date the story was
removed from the BP website.?6 On some occasions, Dr. Oldham argued that Ms. Lyell
should be cared for and her request honored. On other occasions, he stated that her
demands had changed and could not be met.262 Dr. Floyd largely stayed out of the

decision-making process but indicated the following:262

Well we know resolve must occur one way or the other. Responsiveness is important. Whatever is right needs to
guide us, regardless of what occurred in previous stories and dialogue pertaining to them. Therefore, what is
right and what is the right thing to do?

Dr. Oldham did not respondto Ms . L sequést fa@r a correction. After approximately 10
days had passed, on July 29, 2019, Ms. Lyell followed up by emailing Dr. Oldham and
copying Dr. Floyd. Ms. Lyell also emailed Dr. Floyd separately, summarizing the situation.
Ms. Lyell asked him to intervene, notingthats he di d fnot want t
BP, but [] cannot continue to silently
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Floyd responded to Ms. Lyell, telling her that Dr. Oldham would contact her and asking
that they be given a chance to talk through the matter that day. 264

On July 29, 2019, the below draft editorial comment was sent to outside legal counsel

from Dr. Oldham:265

Jim, Augie is aware that I have had a continued check in my spirit with proceeding with the
removal of the story. During the day today, @B istened to a podcast that rattled his cage
about transparency and openness. It was by a former Christian leader who is now an avowed
agnostic. In reflecting on this throughout the afternoon, he has suggested this as an editor’s
note and leaving the story posted. I have editedGEEP language to remove a reference to
SBTS and to Sills by name. Augie is aware of my goal in this. I value your collective opinion on
this proposed language.

EDITORS NOTE: Since this story was originally published, Jennifer Lyell has contacted
Baptist Press to express grave concerns that the below article did not adequately express her
allegations of sexual abuse and misrepresented the alleged relationship as consensual. In
response to her concerns and social media comments that referenced this article when it was
posted on the BP website -- some of which contained harsh and hurtful characterizations of
Ms. Lyell who alleged she had been sexually abused by a former professor when she was a
student and continued to experience a long-term pattern of repeated sexual abuse -- the BP
editorial team is linking to her full statement (https://www.lyellstatementonabuse.com/). BP
notes that, to its knowledge, no criminal or civil charges have been filed against the accused.
BP also was unable to reach the accused for a response to the allegations, nor did other parties
referenced in the story disclose to BP why the former professor’s employment and
involvement at their respective institutions ended. BP remains open to running a follow-up
story as new developments unfold.

Outside counsel ds response i ncl uy39d019,lthe

original story was removed without comment.26¢

All things considered, we believe the best course legally is to take' down the; story withgqt
comment, giving us still further defenses, especially against a claim of malice and punitive
damages, if Lyell sues.

264
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Again, despite all of the engagement between Ms. Lyell and the EC, no one contacted
Ms. Lyell prior to removing the article from BP website. In fact, Ms. Lyell noticed that the
article was removed before Dr. Oldham notified her.?®” Ms. Lyell sent an email to Drs.
Oldham and Floyd asking whether the correction would be forthcoming. The next

morning, Dr. Oldham emailed the following response to Ms. Lyell:268

Jennifer,

In an effort to be responsive and sensitive to your sense of well-being, we reached out to you
to hear your concerns when you asked us to remove the story from our website. As I indicated,
I was deeply saddened to hear your report of deep hurt as a result of various social media
comments and direct contacts from individuals who became aware of your story through
Baptist Press, your website, other news sources, and social media posts. In that spirit of
concern, we have removed, for now, the story of your allegations against David Sills from our
website as you initially requested and we earlier said we were willing to do, only without
comment. While this is not what you had requested in your follow-up response, we trust this

will assist you in days to come as you continue to recover from the traumatic experiences you
courageously shared.

Sing

Dr . FIl oyd emailed Ms. Lyel/l |l ater that night
From: EC President
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2019 9:01 PM
To: Jennifer Lyell
Subject: Re: BP Story Removal Plan
Categories: Ministry
Jennifer.

Thank you for bringing this to my attention. As you know. this story was reported before I was in my role. so |
am just becoming aware of all of this recently.

[ affirm the course of action Baptist Press has taken in responding to your initial request and BP has removed
the story from its website for now. You can be assured I will continue to be aware and involved. Also. Dr.
Oldham will contact you with additional information.

I will be in prayer for you in the coming days. during which I will be traveling extensively.
Dr. Ronnie Floyd

President/CEO
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee
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After the emails from Drs. Oldham and Floyd, and the removal of the story, Ms. Lyell
reported that she suffered physically, emotionally, and professionally.?®® These effects

were repeatedly brought to the attention of EC and BP personnel, includingDr. FI oy d 6 s
personal assistant, during the period when Ms. Lyell was requesting that BP correct the

article. There was a change in leadership at Lifeway (a new President started in July

2019), and she reported that she did not feel supported by the new leadership; that he
treated her in an unprofessional manner in front of her peers.?’? Ms. Lyell further reported

that she lost a significant amount of weight and had other health issues, including hair

loss and fainting.?’* Ultimately, as described further below, Ms. Lyell lost her career, her

health, and many of her colleagues and friends duetotheway her firel ati onshi
abuser was portrayed in the article written by BP. These facts were confirmed by

numerous witnesses interviewed by our investigative team.

While the matter involving Ms. Lyell was ongoing, in a July 18, 2019, letter to Dr. Floyd,
Mr. Boto announced his retirementast he ECO6s executive vice pre
counsel, to be effective as of September 30, 2019. Among other things, Mr. Boto wrote
to Dr. Floyd that: "In examining all the ways | might be of help to you and the future of the
Executive Committee, | have come to the conclusion that stepping aside in retirement
from my work is the best one. This will provide you with the maximum flexibility in

reorganizingandret aski ng the EC staff along | #hes you

Publicly, going forward into the fall of 2019, the EC took what appeared to be an
aggressive stance against sexual abuse. The ERLC sponsored a conference in early
October 2019, titled: ACaring Well: Equwi pping

At the conference, several SBC leaders and survivor advocates expressed similar

269https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EXX90KFV1fpMoB3CiMIIpt8BIm-

Bf rQrxj7T4AwJFEvVNg?e=SIpaaW.
27%https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ERPMKivAry9DsbZDKsVMH_oBOQOYol
LFXUhNgHO76jj77mLA?e=ICDFpZ.
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concerns about the need for change within the SBC. For example, Drs. Greear and Floyd
participated in a panel discussion during which Dr. Greear was quoted in a news report
saying the: fAicommon crittiepissmot i atr tame oahVvenmnt
was Overy fair and understandable. 80 Accordi n
why it has taken so |l ong for the SBC to respor
| dondt know t heatanlswko Kmow hiag .t Wht t her eds
at times in the Southern Baptist Convention, which personifies probably the unhealthy
culture of many of our churches. And the more unhealthy a church is, the less likely they
are going to be able to deal with whatever may come their way, especially this kind of
very difficult issue. o6 Dr. Floyd then Aurged ¢

together.6?6

The same day the Caring Well conference ended, Dr. Floyd exchanged a series of emails

with key EC staffers concerning the conference. He reported receiving a call from an
unnamed f@Amajor |l eader o whel cbephal haddearbosut s
accusing some prominent SBC leaders of covering up for an abuser. Dr. Floyd claimed

that before the Caring Well conference the SB
ireal change, d which he feared 3i ght not be t

Some excerpts from the email exchange, set forth below, illustrate the differing

perspectives within the EC:

Dr . FIl oyd: AGuys, this is really not good
placing people on platforms calling out the matters about how the SBC and

some of its leaders and former leaders [sic]. All the work on unity is getting

chall enged. o

EC Staff Member 6: Rearding Matthew 18 1 that principle absolutely still
applies; the problem is that in nearly every instance in the past when victims

273 SBC0000269007.0001. When we interviewed Dr. Floyd, he said his comment was describing the divisive
way SBC leaders were treating each other, mirroring the divisiveness in America, and was not describing
the SBCb6s response t o s%eelotentiewMémomrelumeosFloydn heal t hy .
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have come to those in power in the SBC, they have been shunned, shamed,
and vilified. At the EC, we have inherited a culture of rejecting those who
question power or who accuse leaders. [Naming survivors]d they all
reported their abuse to those in the SBC and at every turn they were met
with resistance, and they wereturn e d away . O

Dr . Fl oyd replied with gratitude and added he
wi t h t he bas% Inakepardteaesf@isethedcsame day, Dr. Floyd identified
the fibaseo of the SBC as Athousands wupon thoc
operate at high | evels. They are godly and ho
not mad. They are not looking the other way at sin. They are giving, going, praying and
sending. 0 He <cautioned his staffers that t he

someone wants?®us to do so. o0

Dr. Floyd continued to bring the fAbaseo of th
to sexual abuse. On Oct. 8, during a conversation among Dr. Floyd and three EC staffers

and two ERLC staffers, which was covertly though legally recorded by one participant,

Dr . FIl oyd again expr ess ed’AfteoRusselliMocse advbcatedt @t he
for not having any fear of the truth, Dr. Floyd cautioned that many members of the base

will not see it thatway.?*He asked how they could fApreserve

want to supporto and who fAbel i eve eidn tfhBeutc choopa
do we preserve the base? Thatés what Il 6m con
repl i ed: AWel | |, Il think the base is fine. It

some people on the peripheries of the base who very much would not like these issues
being discussed or to have them di?S8kollowisged i n

this meeting, an EC staff member expressed his opinion that churches were going to be
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upset and leave the SBC. During our interview with him, however, he admitted that he is
aware of only two churches that left.28°

Here again, divisions within SBC leadership were clear. Indeed, some discussions
became very adversarial. In a recorded conversation on Nov. 16, 2019, Dr. Bethancourt
took issue with a prior comment by Jim Richards; Mr. Richards had told Dr. Bethancourt:

Alf you want a war?® weoll give you a war. o

While the EC leadership was engaged in debate, the remaining EC Trustees were kept
in the dark. An EC Trustee emailed Dr. Floyd on Oct. 9, saying he was a strong supporter
of Dr. Floyd and was concerned about the attacks leveled against him, but stating he is
Avery uninformed about these sexualdtheasamese acc
day, saying he had #dAno k n’®wé madg ao neiftionainy cov
everything he had learned since becoming President and CEO of the Executive

Committee, gave no specifics about the many allegations over the years.

During the remainder of October 2019, Ms. Lyell continued to reach out to Dr. Floyd and
key members of his staff regarding her mistreatment by the Baptist Press. Ms. Lyell
personally attended the Caring Well conference in October 2019.%82 During the second
day of the conference, one of the presenters pubPicly s

Soon thereafter a new VP of Communications posted about the commentary:

280 |Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 5.

2817 Bo ni @187 1116FJi m Ri chardso in General/ SBC Personnel Wi
Bethancourt Recordings.

282 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000684846.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
283https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ERPMKivAry9DsbZDKsVMH_oBOQOYol
LFXUhNgHO076jj77mLA?e=pHDrS9.
284https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ERPMKivAry9DsbZDKsVMH_oBOYol
LFXUhNgHO076jj77mLA?e=pHDrS9.
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
Executive Committee
‘7X;17(?tr)mmerce étreet |Nasl:wnlle7 {ennessee 37?03 |—

On March 8, 2019, Baptist Press released a news story that was referenced today,
October 5, 2019, by Rachael Denhollander in an interview at the Caring Well
Conference.

In recent days, I've been made aware of the situation surrounding the article and
the decisions made by Baptist Press at the time of publication. I'm also aware
that the story omitted all references to abuse and a lack of consent to sexual
activity, and was framed as “a morally inappropriate relationship.” This led to a
general understanding that what happened between Dr. David Sills and Ms.
Jennifer Lyell was a consensual affair. As | understand it, that is not accurate.

As the official news service for the Southern Baptist Convention, Baptist Press
should be known for integrity, truth, and accuracy. Ensuring that is my top

priority.

Jonathan Howe
Vice President for Communications
Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee

Based on the documents reviewed and interviews conducted, our investigation revealed
that these events led to a public recognition by the EC that the March 2019 BP story
regarding Ms. Lyell was inaccurate, resulting in a retraction on October 15, 2019.28

285https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ERPMKivAry9DsbZDKsVMH_oBOQOYol
LFXUhNgHO76jj77mLA?e=pHDrS9.
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A Statement from Baptist Press

by BP Staff, posted Tuesday, October 15, 2018 (18 days ago)

MASHWILLE (BF) — At the Carng Well conference in Dallaz, Texns, several surdivors shared their traumatic experiences of being victims of
sexual abuse (ot 3-5, 2019). These couragecus stories, along with keynote speeches from others, greatly impacted those in ettendance
and these watching online.

Oine of the presenters, Rachael Denhollander, shared her personal testimony of sufering through multiple instances of sexual abuse. In her
Imterdew with Russell Moore, Denhollander mentioned a stuation invelving the reparting of Jennifer Lyells abuse allegations thet came to
light through Bapiist Press in March 2010,

Following Denhollander's comments, our staff worked diligently to reexamine Lyell's statement she provided and all communication
surrounding the criginal publishing of her claims. After a thorough review of what was presented to the writers and editors, and discussions
with those imeoheed with its publishing. we confirm and acknosdedge that our stony that ran on March B, 2019, did not accurately
communicate the allegations made by Lyell

The story in its orginal draft form, as submitted by the writer, cleary communicated the emotional and sexual abuse that Lyell alleged took
place at the hends of David Sills as she maintained a relationship with his family. Howeever, the story im fs finished state omitted references
o abuze and was framed as "a morally inappropriate relationship” This change in language seems to have led 1o & general public
understanding that what happened between Sills and Lyell was a consemsual affair

Baptist Press uliimately falled to comvey thet the heart of Lyell's story was about sexual abuse by a trusted minister Im 8 posiion of power at
a Southermn Baptist seminany: The story, as written, made concesslons to legal and policy concems, and Sills never responded o Baptist
Press’ request for comment. Whille we acknowledge these issues are absay: present in joumalism, in this case our story apparently mads it
easy for some to miss what should hese been the main focus. For that, we are deeply sormy.

Since the stony's publication, Lyell has been the recipient of un-Christlike slurs -- some by fellow Southern Baptist= - and her reputation has
been besmirched. Im fact, the story stayed on the Baptist Prezs Facebook page for many hours where many of those slurs were posted. The
comersation that cccurs on cur sccial media profile pages should glonfy Christ in the way we treat cne ancther and in the way we support
those who report sexual abuse. In this case, it did not Since this incident, we have emacted a more stringent Facebeok commenting policy
and meonitor the page much mare clesely In order to prevent situations like this from ccoumng again.

For these actions, we offer a sincere apology. Lyell came to us with an allegation of abuse and should have been cared for throughout the
entire process. Instead, for many this incident may have contributed to a percepticn that the Sowthem Baptist Convention is not a safe place
for sexual abuse survivors to disclose. Our readers must be able to trust that the news they receive from us is accurate and trustworthy and
that the stories we print will ultimetely protect and ald those Involeed.

The apology however came only after certain SBC EC staff undertook a review of what
happened i n Ms. Ly el | 0 ssystermaicsneannarnndwhichrsleeovase r e d
mistreated, including numerous emails requesting relief that were either ignored or not
properly addressed.?®® Finally, Dr. Floyd agreed to meet with Ms. Lyell in October 2019,

via videoconference with SBC EC staff present. Based on interviews, during this meeting

Dr. Floyd did not provide an apology or offer to take any responsibility for the SBC EC0 s
failure in leadership.

286 2019 - 1009 (unsure of exact date) - caring well conference debrief.docx and 049_Re What do they want
(16).msg
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Regardless of the article and apology, Ms. Lyell ultimately had to resign her position at
Lifeway due to the fallout from the original article.?8” Her continued employment at Lifeway
was being questioned internally by her colleagues and peers as well as externally by
current or potential authors. Her resignation letter of October 18, 2019 specifically noted
the March 2019 BP article and the fallout thereafter as the cause of her resignation.
Essentially the fact that Ms. Lyell had been falsely portrayed as an adulteress by BP
rather than a victim of sexual assault caused her to lose her position as a senior executive

at an SBC entity, among other things.

Even after BP had printed the retraction of the inaccurate BP article, Dr. Floyd and his
staff continued to complain about the survivor community, expressing bewilderment at
their online behaviorand negative tweets about the SBCO6s
concerns. For exampl e, Dr . FIl oyd asked in an emai
and bemoaned the fact he had become a target c

to get us to create a path for the future for the SBC on us addressing this issu 2880

On Ot 16,2019, 3t 512 AM. Ronnie Floy ! - EEEG_—_—_—D G

All, what do they want? What do they want us to speak about? Who do they think Baptist Press 1s owned by

and operates it?

None of this makes sense. | am getting killed online and hike 1 did not want matters corrected? They are

comrecting presently

What 1s mussing”? Help me understand? All these people who | did not even know that | went over the top m
I peoy |

trymng to get us to create a path for the future for the SBC on us addressing thas issue, now are gomg after me

I am very troubled by all of thas and just crving out to God to protect me, my famuly, and all of us in this
journcy. All of this 1s really really troubling n every way

287https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Ef_u9cCNfiZHp12GTscvNJoBTNkuv
NxZ_MDZzZViUX7-JjBw?e=8BHQ2h.
288 SBC EC Investigation - REL0000005207.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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Dr . Ed Upton, the Assistant to the President
we have here is to just keep moving forward with what we are doing and do our best to
ignore what is happening in the social media world . . . | want [Ms. Lyell] to be whole
again. | want her to experience healing and h

~s

the way to attain that.o

From Hd Upen D

Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2019 a1 623 AM

To: "Dr. Floyd™

(¢
Subgect: Re: What do they want

I don’t know that | have a great answer for you except that some of these Tolks are burting and yust want
everyone clse to hurt too

I think the only real, viable option we have here is to just keep moving forwand with what we are Jomg and
do our best to ignore what i happening m the social media world | thenk we may be at a pomt where we
nced 1o stop commumcating with Jen, especially if she i thinking senously about susng us. [f she s making
threats that way of any sort, we need to notify Jim and Jame and our msurance company and It them deal
with ber lawvers durectly, whach takes us out of the hne of commumcation. Jen s goang to wind up digging
herself a hole of she™s not carcful. She wants 10 be heard, and she o bang heard nght now, but people wall
grow weary of this eventually of all she keeps domng s killing people on twitter. | want bher to be whole again
I want her 1o expenence healmg and happeness, but what she s domng 't the way to attamn that

We can try 10 engage ber further, but the goal posts are constantly moving. Jonathan said vesterday that we
were gomg 1o put out the statement and commider it done on our part. | think we noed 10 move that derection
We are moving on to other things

These folics will se¢ over the next few months that we are senous about changmg the culture and that we are
senous about domg all we can to make sure sex abuse (to the best of our abslity) doesn 't happen in SHE(
churches anymore. Unfortunately, they are gomg to contmue 1o be loud for now

We can start to change the narrative though by putting out the notice today that we are looking for a new BP
lcader

The only other option, as | sce it. i for you to put out a statement detasling what has happened here over the
Last fow months, and the unhealthy culture that has existed at the EC for a long tune, but | just think that i
something we CAN NOT do

We have to take the lugh road. .. but | realire that casy for mie 1o say when 'm not the one personally getting
attacked cuther. | will continuc to press into 1o folks that | have influence with to help us with the marative

Dr. Edward Upton
Assastant 10 the Presadent
SBC Executive Commutice |

The VP of Communications, Jonathan Howe, replied with an observation on the survivor
communityés resplyesletsbdg Dhee éssr vi vor communi t

about things they have no c¢clue about, 06 adding
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to burn things to the ground. They just have

| i stTeken .\6P added in his response to Dr. FIl oyd
happened with that email and that entire string i who saw it, what Augie or Sing advised,

how much they ever shared with you, or even if you actually wrote that. But that section

is the critical part to her . . . because of the way [Ms. Lyell] was treated by those before

you got here, she was out?®of grace and wunders

On Oct 16, 2019, a1 8225 AN Jonathan Howe D 1!
I'm with Ed here. We have to just keep doing our thing.

The “survivor community™ 1s all up in arms about things they have no clue about. But on the flip side, the
base (and even the fnnge groups of the SBC) were overly positive about the statement and continue to be so,

With these online survivor folks, they just want to bum things to the ground. They just have to be ignored.
They don’t reason: they don’t isten. When Stetzer hosted a survivors thing a few years back at Wheaton,
they were even threatening hus kids. It was sick. They are hurt people, and they just want to destroy everyone.

We only have one survivor to focus on, though: Jenmifer Lyell.

Yes, she mstigated a lot of this through her tweets. And she has an extreme view of how things happened
here. | wouldn’t exactly say she has the correct narrative. Not even close. But from everything | can tell, this
1s the sticking point for her as it relates to you, Dr, Flovd.

She sent that emaul that read:

I truly beg you, Dr. Floyd, if so, to even now mtervene and honor my request, which did not even request an
apology, simply a correction of what all involve 1s maccurate, damaging language (including, but not limited
to, Dr. Mohler). I do not understand the unwillingness to do so and am deeply gneved by the response | have
reccived despite my silence, patience, how little I've asked, and how much [ could be domg If thas reflects
your will as EC President, I need to know that as it is not an acceptable solution (the article remains online
clsewhere i multiple places, as does the false bascless libelous language created by BP) and I'll need 1o pray
and seck counsel about next steps to have ths truly corrected by BP if you confirm that Dr. Oldham’s
response reflects your will as well

And ths 1s what she got back:

289 I1d.
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I affirm the course of action Baptist Press has taken in responding to vour imitial request and BP has removed
the story from its website for now. You can be assured | will continue to be aware and mvolved. Also, Dr
Oldham will contact you with additional information

Obwviously, I don’t know what happened with that email and that entire strmg—who saw 1t, what Augic or
Sing advised, how much they ever shared with you, or even if vou actually wrote that. But that section is the
cntical part to her. That’s what she’s basing her ENTIRE narrative on as 1t relates to you. That's her baseline
It"s where she’s coming from.

Is 1t fair to base an entire narrative off of one email? Absolutely not. But because of the way she was treated
by those before you got here, she was out of grace and understanding. So she’s lashing out, now

ALL of this 1s based on that one email exchange. It's the hinge point

As for a path forward with her, I'm not sure what's best. I do think because of the threat of legal actuon, we
should talk to Jamie and Jim later today and get them up to speed. And from what I gather, it has httle to do
with libel and the facts of the story, but more to do with defamation and what happened on the Faccbook
page and the aftermath of the story. In my talks with Jamie carlier this week. he indicated a high level of
confidence that we were clear on the hibel side. We did not discuss the defamation stuff, though

I have some other thoughts on how we can move forward with her, but I'd like to hear from @ before | go
there

I
In December 2019, the new standing Credentials Committee, which Dr. Floyd cited as an

accomplishment as recently as his interview with us,?® was criticized by Christa Brown

and an advocate on the churchleaders.com website for not accepting anonymous
submissions. Dr. Floyd forwarded a report of that critique to three staffers with the single

wor d comme nt??DriiUpprarépled this was ah expected criticism, and added

thatthey iar e never going to be happy. Some peopl e
In turn, Dr. Floyd said that Christa Brown and the advocatei h a v e b e cffd mea®d%a 00

On Dec. 19, Dr. Floyd forwarded to key staffers a news report haming the Houston

Chronicle stories the number one religion story of 2019. Dr. Floyd added this comment:

Afand | would be fine if that stor gimplyawantechever r

to make sure y®u were aware.o

290 |Interview Memorandum of Floyd.

291 SBC EC Investigation - REL0000004576.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
292 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000397323.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
293 SBC EC Investigation - REL0000004357.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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2020

In January 2020, a survivor emailed Dr. Floyd to complain that Paige Patterson was to

speak at a conference.?®* Dr. Floyd asked a key staffer how they should respond. The

staff member said he had determined the conference was sponsored by a local church,

not a state convention, and so he had to | ea\
those puttingontheevent . 0 He t hen described the situatic
fan of wus constantly ducking this on grounds
options we have without jumping in the deep e
tough play in this SBC climate from our seat. Because for some in the survivor
communityé, if you start into this it wildl n
A We | | autonomy is who we are and how we oper
duck it.o

The stafferr esponded by noting that: AThere i s a (e
wi || go O6back t o norsig)abude amdghose involved in aovegirgyitt o s e c
up. That 2018-2 019 wi | | be for got t e rPaigenFatteraoe]ioh & be h

pedestal again. And that concern it (sic) not without merit because we all know there are

people in the convention who would love nothing more than just that. And here we are

stuck in the middle with no real authority or standing or involvement. But we keep getting

shot at from both sides. o Dr. FIl oyd concluded
not governing the churches, cannot govern the churches, and it would not be received if

we even attempted to do so. € The eiGteatr e mir
Commission that is based upon our understanding of the Bible is the ONLY thing that

keeps us together. Needless to say, this is why we have to do all we can within the

influence entrusted to us through our Ministry Assignments and the calling of the Lord, to

get ahold of the narratPve in every way posSsi

294 On January 20, 2020, another survivor complained to the CC about the Patterson appearance, noting
that she had written to Dr. Floyd and others about it. SBC EC Investigation - 2020.01.11 FL.pdf - All
Documents (sharepoint.com).

295 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000396253.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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This still appears to be Dr. FIl oyddos position
the following sentiments when asked how the SBC had such an issue with sexual

abuse:?%® Dr. Floyd stated that the SBC has no real authority over churches, due to

autonomy and how the SBC is governed, and that local churches have no reason or

obligation to report anything. He said that if people understand the governance structure,
theycoudunder stand how far outside theDSHo@os r ol
explained that the SBC promotes the Cooperative Program that is based on local

churches choosing to send money and be a part of this financial set-up; the SBC does

not pay attention to issues, it just disperses the money to move the mission forward.

Dr. Greear spoke out about the Dr. Patterson appearance in an interview with the Houston

Chronicle reported on January 24, 2020. He noted that Dr. Patterson had been dismissed

fromSout hwestern Baptist Theol ogical Seminary by
to the core values of our faitho and stated:
consider this severe action before having Dr. Patterson preach or speak and to contact
trustee officers i f additional i nformation is
articleassaying: ASouthern Baptist churches must t
other more seriously than we have in the past. If our system of governance means

anything, it means exercising due diligence and heeding what those whom we put in

positions of trustee oversight PFave reported

At the EC meeting in February 2020, Dr. Greear explained his comments. He declared:
AAt no point have | said or implied that the
they can or canét have in their pulopit. My ac
are autonomous, but we have acknowledged that autonomy is no excuse for a lack of
mutual accot®unadbeirl itthyeé. 9lldgamve iSbbkpé Dr. Gree

2%6https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EcpQhpc7ACBOiJObowDG3CgBYSF
pDTZellRpCs18ccLEIQ?e=Ilvms2J.
297 SBC EC Investigation - SBC president cautions churches about hosting disgraced leader Paige

Patterson.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
298 SBC 2020 EXEC COMM, March.pdf (provided to us by Dr. Greear as a document linked to the timeline
he provided).
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objectives for the annual meeting schedul ed f
sex abuse crisis;o the |l ast two wetriet WitMiao ms @ i «
AGreat missional resurgence. 0 I n contrast, Dr
focused on increasing the number of missionaries, churches, teenage baptisms and

contributions to the Cooperative Program. The sex abuse crisis was not mentioned.?%°

Although he was not outspoken on the sexual abuse issue at the EC meeting, Dr. Floyd

did take several actions in February that were responsive to sexual abuse within the SBC.

In the wake of the International Mission Board creating a position of prevention and

response administrator (to oversee efforts concerning child abuse, sexual harassment

and domestic violence among its missionaries and staff), Dr. Floyd praised the effort in a

press release.3® He also approved the release of a statement to Christianity Today
saying that Southern Baptists Al ament any and
in a church setting, o0 and <citing the Creden
Constitution, and the Caring Well initiative as evidence of that posture.3°! On Feb. 17, as

part of a presentation to the Cooperative Program Committee, Dr. Floyd again cited the
Credentials Committee and the constitutional
through and led through major sexual abuse challenge s3% 0

However, friction was growing between Dr. Moore, President of the ERLC, and EC
leadership. In February 2020, members of the EC called for an investigative task force to
perform a review of the ERLC.3°®* Dr. Moore had no prior warning about the

announcement.®** Some ERLC members and staff with whom we spoke viewed the

299 REL0000000341.

300 SBC0000284767.

301 RELO000003839.

302 REL0000003615.0001.

303 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1505483.
304https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ETRV0V58Dt1Lk_BBSggp63MB5GM
ScV33psgo_ hgil-3mA?e=gLg6X0&wdLOR=cCAD2654E-AA22-6740-AFB8-4AC9A9CBFF1D; Interview
Memorandum of ERLC Staff Member 1.
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investigation as a retaliation against Dr. Moore and the ERLC for their support of the

Caring Well conference and other reforms related to sexual abuse.3%

Following the announcement of the investigation, Dr. Moore wrote a letter dated February
24, 2020, to some ERLC trustees, communicating his frustration with the ECO0 s
stonewalling and resistance to change.3% Dr. Moore explained the problems he saw with
E C 6 s p &nd idehtdied shb lioot of the friction between the EC and himself:

t he

The presenting issue here is that, first and foremost, of sexual abuse. This

Executi ve Commi ttee, t hrough t hei

churches, in a spur-of-the-moment meeting, from serious charges of sexual
abuse cover-up. One of those churches actively had on staff at the time a
sex offender. J.D. Greear, our SBC president, and | were critical of this
move, believing that it jeopardized not only the gospel witness of the SBC,
but, more importantly, the lives of vulnerable children in Southern Baptist
churches. Against constant backroom attempts to stop forward momentum,
we were able to get across the finish line some modest steps toward
addressing the crisis in our convention 8 the Caring Well Challenge, for
instance, and the formation of a credentials committee.

As you know, our last ERLC National Conference was built around the
issues of sexual abuse. We said from the beginning that we wanted a place
for honest dialogue around these issues, and we would not police anyone
from speaking what he or she had experienced or thought. At least one
speaker harshly criticized us for not doing enough, or not handling things
the way he thought we should. | welcomed that criticism. | learned from it,
and was glad that the speaker felt the freedom to do so. At that conference,
though, Rachael Denhollender [sic] participated with me in a conversation
where, again, | refused to censor or stop anything that she had to say. In
that conversation, she spoke about her thoughts about the disparagement
and poor treatment of a sexual abuse survivor by Executive Committee
staff. The story Rachael told is accurate, and Maria and | know that because
we were, even during that very meeting, ministering alongside others to that
mistreated young woman.

305 Interview Memoranda of ERLC Staff Members 2 and 3.
306 https://religionnews.com/2021/06/02/russell-moore-to-erlc-trustees-they-want-me-to-live-in-

psychological-terror/.
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Dr.

This enraged some Executive Committee trustee leadership, who
communicated that they were incensed that we would allow such a story to
be told. That was communicated with special outrage since the Executive
Committee had contributed some money to Caring Well as a reason why
we should not have allowed this story to be told. | came away from these
conversations with the distinct feeling that | was being told (not from Ronnie
Floyd, but from sectors of his trustees, mostly the very sector from which

this | atest action has tleGameissjonthefepudve got
would be a shame if somethihghappened to it.o | told Mari

It was, and is, chilling 8 especially seeing what they had in mind to do under
cover of darkness.

| am trying to say this as clearly as | can to you, brothers and sisters: These
are the tactics that have been used to create a culture where countless
children have been torn to shreds, where women have been raped and then
Aibroken3¥down. o

Moore went on to say that he, his wife, children, and team have endured

Apsychol ogi cal and i nhsststartces dnisexnah dbusd and racat i s mo

discrimination issues.3%8

After trying unsuccessfully to obtain a correction to the BP story for approximately 8

months, Ms. Lyell hired legal counsel to pursue a defamation claim. Some SBC and EC

leaders had told Ms. Lyell that she was unlikely to succeed in obtaining a correction

without resorting to legal action. In May 2020, Ms. Lyell reached a mediated settlement
with the EC. Dr . FIl oydds presence at mleeddediined ton was

participate.

Based upon our review of the evidence, the existence of the May 2020 settlement was

not shared with most EC Trustees. The settlement did not become widely known until a

second settlement was reached in 2022, which was accompanied by a formal apology

from the EC. The apology acknowledged the EC6s f ai |l ure t o

Nadequate

and care for Jennifer Lyell when she came forward to share her story of abuse by a

307 I1d.
308 I1d.
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seminary pr o f e s s cEC fuctherTatkeowledged that they had failed to accurately
report her abuse as nonconsensual and failed to accurately report that her abuse had
been reported to multiple SBC entities, as well as investigated and corroborated by those

entities.309

After the May 2020 settlement with Ms. Lyell, legal concerns over sexual abuse
allegations continued to occupy the EC into the fall of 2020. Some within the EC viewed
the concept of church autonomy as a legal shield to protect the EC. For example, on

September 16", Mr. Guentherr ef erred t o the fAsteady streamo

national or a state convention, or an associ at
He concluded by saying: A We t rcausesthatrfact ahdo c a | c
consistent practice, rooted in3%ur religious

Indeed, to avoid liability, the attorney was of the view that the SBC should not examine
churches too closely during the affiliation process. The attorney wrote : ARnThe SBC wi
create the potential for far greater liability for sex offenses in churches cooperating with
the SBC if the SBC undertakes to ascertain that churches are acting in compliance with
state law. If an offense occurs in a church we would get suits alleging that the SBC
assumed the duty to protect people in that church and was negligent in discharging that
dut3 Two days | ater, the same attorney advised
guestions we ask beyond securing an affirmation from church representatives that the
church claims to exhibit the 5 enumerated ey
consider using folks other then EC staff to ¢
may say things or ask things which your folks would know not to ask. These individuals
may be seen as our agents and | worry about what they may say. It can create a legal

ri sk we would not otherwise hav¥ if we undert

309 https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/religion/2022/02/22/southern-baptist-convention-executive-
committee-apologizes-abuse-survivor/6901089001/.
310 SBC0000382421.

311 SBC0000031383.
312 SBC0000031371.
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In addition to litigation concerns, the EC was faced with responding to the complaints of

survivor s. The EC6s attitude towar d -isstalled i vor s

EC Vice President Greg Addison was sympathetic toward a survivor who complained

about receiving lewd photos from a pastor, stating that the survivor should be advised

about the Credentials Committee process and advised to contact the police.3'3 Yet, just

two days later, Mr. Addisondescr i bed a different survivor
sarcastico and wit h hensaneexime atnotting he idoesinot know i | e
her or her history.34 In our interview with him, Mr. Addison noted that the survivor had
accused the Credentials Committee of favoring a large church that contributed a lot of
money, whi ch he f outheat td ithe sredibility of thé Credentals a
Committee. Mr. Addison noted that his email was an internal comment with co-workers,

and he would never treat the survivor poorly.31®

Mr . A d dadverserrgadtion to criticism from a survivor was not unique. There are
many examples of such comments in the emails shared among EC staff and SBC
leadership, for example, saying the survivors do not understand the SBC3® or just want

to burn everything down.3’

2021

The derogatory attitude to survivors by some EC members continued into 2021. A
survivor tweeted an accusation that Augie Boto and Dr. Floyd failed to assist the survivors.
Mr. Guenther emailed Dr. Floyd and Mr. Addison, hoping they can be comfortable not

at

responding to her, and opin¥ng: AShe has seri

313 SBC0000378639.

314 SBC0000482653.

315 Interview Memorandum of Greg Addison.
316 FLOYDMBO0000234525.

317 REL0000005207 and SBC0000397323.
318 FLOYDMBO0000370589.
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Shortly thereafter, on February 15, 2021, EC Chair Rolland Slade3'® asked Ms. Lyell to
speak at the February EC meeting.3?° This request came after many communications
between her and Pastor Slade during which she once again disclosed in detail her history
of abuse, her disclosure to BP which led to the inaccurate BP article, the serial
mistreatment by SBC EC staff and officers, and the resulting re-traumatization. Pastor
Sl ade expressed that he was fideeply saddenedo
told. Ms. Lyell that he did not previously have knowledge of the events surrounding her
case.??! She expressed shock that Pastor Slade had no knowledge of the events that she
recounted.3?? Her intent through these communications was to work informally through
Pastor Slade to receive some remuneration to compensate her for the lost wages and
other injuries suffered as a result of the inaccurate BP article. She also communicated
her formal request through EC Executive Vice President Greg Addison, and permitted
him to speak with her pastor. Despite all of this, her multiple requests were denied.
Internal SBC documents revealed the following commentary regarding at least one of Ms.

Lyell 6s request s:

3%https://religionnews.com/2020/06/16/rev-rolland-slade-first-black-chair-of-southern-baptist-executive-
committee-elected/.

320 After her resignation, Ms. Lyell sought legal recourse through mediation with the SBC and a settlement

with the EC was reached through mediation. Though the EC attorneys attempted to require Ms. Lyell to

signanon-di scl osur e agr ee me nefused. A WNilDesDindicateMthat theLNDA Wwals

designed to silence a survivor advocate from discussi ni

321 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EXYGuQYf78FFkCT7IRAZHKQB-
ZgSgN_kNHQq3cORQjJeAlw?e=XnQCz4

322 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EVOMibDmigVCikroYmgJ4-
gBo7WkvUoQ7UWEgeewVsxm6g?e=JBfxN2.
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Froim: Ronnig Floyd

Sent: Frday, February 19, 2021 2:54 PM
To: Greg Addison

C eEEEEse=—"
Subject: Re: Grestings/urgent request

| am beyond words.

On Feb 19, 2021, at 1:32 PM, Greg Addison (NG «ote:

FY1 - the excitement continues to grow.
Greg

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message;

From: Jenniter Lye!l (-
Date: February 19, 2021 at 1:26:21 PM CST

To: Greg Addison

Subject: Greetings/urgent request

Mr. Addison,

| hope that you are doing well. | regret that I've not had the opportunity to meet you, but have heard
positive things about your ministry and work. | understand you're familiar with my request to address
the trustees next week and that a reversal of the decision to deny my request is best processed by you. |
also know you're a lawyer, 30 can imagine that there can be a natural inclination to be hesitant to
engage someone who has previously had a legal claim against the EC. However, I'm writing you to ask,
to plead, for you to please give me an opportunity to talk with you today about my request. | have
absolutely no legal claim against the Executive Committee, the SBC, any of its entities, or agents. Sir, |
pledge to you before Christ that | am not seeking this for any purpose other than seeking biblical
resolution to a matter that has non-fiduciary elements that fall fully outside the scope of the legal
remedies and resolution. Without your help and allowance | am left bearing those (again, non-fiduclary)
spiritual, relational, and emotional burdens on my own and there remains a gap in the work of the EC as
it relates to me as a Southern Baptist. | think if you speak with me via phone that you will hear that I'm
no risk to you all and that if only allowed an opportunity to not be treated as such that so much could be
healed that otherwise threatens everything for me. Please, Mr. Addison, could you call me today =t (D

nd at least discuss this with me directly since all that happened was directly
and as such the EC is the only one that can restore that biblical breach. | just need to be given the
opportunity to demonstrate that I'm not the enemy, not a threat, and that what | desire is what | think
you all desire as well. Please, sir.

Respectfully and sincerely,
Jennifer

Ms. Lyell was not permitted to speak at the February 2021 EC meeting.
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On May 20, 2021, as the June Convention neared, a survivor publicly called for an

investigation of the SBC.3?3 On May 31, ERLC President Russell Moore issued a letter to

Dr. Greear disclosing conversations internal to the SBC leadership and alleging some EC

members had considered an investigation of Dr. Moore and the ERLC, and a censure of

Dr. Greear because of their positions on sexual abuse.3?*

Among other things, Dr. Moore wrote that:

You and | both heard, in closed door meetings, sexual abuse survivors
spoken of in terms of APotipharos
The conversations in these closed door meetings were far worse than
anything Southern Baptists knew & or the outside world could report. And,
as you know, this comes on the heels of a track-record of the Executive
Commi ttee staff and others referr
one case, as worse than the sexual predators themselves.

e . .

Leadership in the Executive Committee, at the trustee level with Mike Stone
and his allies, and at the staff level by former Executive Vice-President
Augie Boto, have stonewalled many attempts at reform for the sake of the
sexually abused. You know that this has happened even after they have
given publicly what appeared at the time to be very good and open
statements about the matter. And you know that when their stonewalling
has failed, you and | have not called them out publicly on what they did
privately. We simply focused on the results, of trying to achieve measures
to mitigate sexual abuse.

wi f

ng

As reported in the Washington Post, factual detailsofDr.rMoor e6s | et t er

by

ed0 anc

to

wer e

three employees fiwho said they needed to

job s325®n June 2, the Religion News Service published the earlier letter issued by Dr.

Moore on Feb. 24, 2020, to the ERLC trustees in which he alleged his opponents within

t he

SBC want him Ato [%ve in psychological

323 SBC0O000368971; https://religionnews.com/2021/05/20/justice-for-sbc-sexual-abuse-victims-a-call-for-
an-investigatory-commission.

324 REL0O000000241.

325 https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2021/06/05/russell-moore-southern-baptist-sex-abuse-
allegations/.

326 REL0O000000017.
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In early June, the refrain that survivors do not understand the SBC reappeared in emails
between the Executive Committee and its lawyers. Jennifer Lyell tweeted on June 3,
alleging Executive Committee leadership tried to destroy her in retaliation for organizing
a petition against Paige Patterson at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr.
Floyd forwarded the tweet to Mr. Addison and their attorneys. An attorney responded,

saying: fAThere is a |l ot of anger and even mor ¢
whatiti s not. And crazy conspiracy theoriesélt i
of these folks, and there is no forum i whi ch

The next day, a survivor wrote to several EC staffers reporting that she and other students
at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary had been sexually assaulted on campus,
reported the incidents, but received no response. Mr. Addison responded the same day,
saying the Executive Committee has no authority over other SBC institutions, and offered
to talk with the survivor. She said she would prefer email communications.3?® Mr. Addison
invited further email communications; the survivor sent one on each of the next two days.
Then, on June 11th, the survivor wrote again to Mr. Addison stating he ignored her latest
emails.3?® Mr. Addison eventually did respond almost three months later, on Sept. 1st,
apologizing, saying he had Aonly recently dis
initial assertion the Executive Committee had no authority over a seminary and suggested

she consider contacting law enforcement or a sexual abuse support group.33°

On June 5, only ten days before the start of the convention in Nashville, a pastor who
worked closely with Dr. Floyd for many years spoke with Dr. Floyd revealing that he and
another pastor were considering making a motion for an investigation. This motion was
their reaction to the disclosures from the Houston Chronicle and the Russell Moore letter.
I n the pastordés words: ANOrmaht eape tBedteo eper ¢«

327 FLOYDMB0000234525.

328 SBC0O000476508

329 SBC0O000476346

330 SBC0000731734

331 Interview Memorandum of Witness 4.
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that day in a text, the pastor wrote to Dr. F
independent investigati on. Phkrdloydappenledctotizel r e ady
pastor, saying he and the Executive Committee needed time to deal with the issue, but
the pastor and his colleague released the text of the proposed motion.333 After the release,
Dr . FIl oyd texted his former prot®g® asking: A
not t o 3%d0m Jupen8, Mr. Addison forwarded to Dr. Floyd a news report on the

motion.33°

On June 10, Dr. Bethancourt, who had covertly recorded meetings in 2019, released the
tapes.3® The same day, Dr. Floyd released a statement acknowledging the tapes,
encouraging people to |Iisten for themselves r
what was said. He al so sitadistdlidi: divided over métbodsy e nt i o |
of response to sexual abuse. However, the SBC is not divided on the priority of caring for
abuse survivors and protecti n¥ Intrdsmonsetoldrner ab |l
Moorebs all egations, Dr . FIl oyd al salegatbrst ed i n

had been mishandled during thistime h e r3& . o

Ultimately, the vote of the messengers at the June convention took the sex abuse issue
out of the hands of the EC.

B. EC Trustee Interviews

As part of our review, we requested to interview all those individuals who served as EC
Trustees during the relevant time period. The EC is governed by its board of Trustees 1

the "members" of the Executive Committee T who are elected by the Convention.33° The

332 Witness 4-Floyd Texts near Convention 2021 - cleaned.xIsx (sharepoint.com).
333 Interview Memorandum of Witness 4.

334 Witness 4-Floyd Texts near Convention 2021 - cleaned.xIsx (sharepoint.com).
335 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000476421.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
336 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000367660.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
337 SBC EC Investigation - SBC0000450116.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

338 https://religionnews.com/2021/06/14/southern-baptist-convention-meeting-2021-sbhc-executive-
committee-rejects-request-for-system-wide-abuse-inquiry/.
339 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/sbc-life-articles/your-sbc-executive-committee/.
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EC Trustees act on behalf of the Convention between sessions, and select an EC
President and other EC officers.34°

We requested an interview with each EC Trustee in order to conduct a full, fair, and
comprehensive investigation. Although 98 EC Trustees were unresponsive to our email
and subsequent follow-up attempts, we were able to interview 175 current and former EC

Trustees. Twenty-two EC Trustees declined to speak with us.

The interviews were conducted telephonically, by videoconference, or in person, at the
ECTrusteeds cWeweernei egnircaet.i fi ed by those Trustee
with us. Many EC Trustees expressed a desire for the EC to improve its response to
sexual abuse allegations and made thoughtful suggestions for how it could be done
consistent with SBC polity. We took into account all of their advice when we crafted the

recommendations in this report.

One of the most striking findings from our interviews is that, for those EC Trustees who
served priortoDr.Gr eear 6s naming of the churches from
they were largely unaware that survivors had been contacting the EC to report sexual

abuse allegations.

Even of those EC Trustees who served afterDr.Gr eear 6 s announcement, s
EC leadership still did not sufficiently inform EC Trustees about the scope of the sexual
abuse allegations. One EC Trustee said that he did his own internet research after the
Houston Chronicles, which he learned about on his own, and not through the EC.3*! He
said that the EC Trustees knew nothing about the fact that survivors had been trying to
communicate with the EC, and that the EC had not been responsive.34? Another said that,
aside from voting on CC recommendations, sexual abuse allegations were never

di scussed, and he was #fAflooredo with3®»verythi

340 https://www.sbc.net/about/what-we-do/sbc-entities/executive-committee/

341 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 1.

342 |d.; see also Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 2 and 3.

343 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 2; see also Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 4-9.
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One EC Trustee said there was a pattern that officers and staff knew more than EC
members.3** There was a perception that the EC Staff was in charge.**® Some EC
Trustees felt that decisions were already made by EC leadership without including the EC
Trustees, and thatthe EC Tr ust ees were expected to

decisions.3*¢ As one person put it: officers expected the EC members to toe the line and
not raise issues.3*’ One EC Trustee noted that even at the September 2021 meeting,
much of the discussions took place in executive sessions.3*® An EC Trustee who early on

spoke in favor of a Task Force was accused of not trusting leadership.34°

The lack of timely and complete information was another common theme in our
interviews. At times the EC staff only provided the EC Trustees with information a few
days before meetings, which was not enough time for a thorough review, particularly as
EC Trustees have their own work and other commitments.®*° One EC Trustee noted that
the EC staff only notified him of the Houston Chronicle article the night prior to the release
of the series.®*! He said he heard more about sex abuse in social media or the press than
from the EC.352

Some EC Trustees also told us that the EC did not provide them with sufficient information
about lawsuits against the SBC.3*3 One EC Trustee said that the EC Trustees only
learned about lawsuits against the SBC in the last plenary session, and that while officers
may have known, EC Trustees did not.3>*

344 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 1.

345 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 10.

346 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 11; see also Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 5 and 12.
347 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 12.

348 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 13.

349 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 14.

350 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 1; see also Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 15.
351 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 16.

352 |d

353 Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 1, 7, 17-20.

354 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 17.
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It is our view that the EC Trustees take their responsibilities very seriously and want to
participate in leading on this and other issues. If they had been made aware of the
problem, the EC Trustees could have been a helpful resource for EC leadership. Many of
those who served as EC Trustees were/are pastors, and some had prior experience
dealing with sexual abuse issues. For example, some EC Trustee pastors and educators
told us they had dealt with reporting requirements in the past,3>® and one pastor himself

had reported the sexual abuse of a minor to the police.3%

The EC Trustees with whom we spoke provided many suggestions for improvements,
which we have incorporated into our formulation of the report recommendations. While
we cannot recount all EC Trustee comments, the following sentiments show how some

EC Trustees believe the EC could better respond to sexual abuse allegations in the future:

T The SBC needs a culture that permits

problem to deal with the problem.3%7

1 Lack of transparency was the big issue with the EC and the churches.3%8

1 There should be a compassionate response to survivors rather than asking what
does this mean to the SBC.3>°

1 The EC wants to be transparent and trustworthy, ensure churches are safe places,
and provide pastors with resources and the ability to respond well.360

9 It would be good for survivors to have someone to talk to, and the Credentials
Committee Portal is not a substitute for that.36!

355 Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 16 and 19.
356 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 11.

357 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 21.

358 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 6.

359 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 22.

360 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 23.

361 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 24.
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1 This investigation is the most positvet hi ng t he SBC i s doingéoOtL
guard the institution but to guard the truth.362

In addition to our interviews with EC Trustees, we also conducted a social media review
of Twitter accounts for the 202 EC Trustees and other prominent SBC leaders who served
from 2012 to the present. For those individuals who had Twitter profiles, we searched for
mentions of sexual abuse and/or assault; positive and negative interactions with
survivors; calls for change within the SBC regarding sexual abuse policies; and relevant

topics discussed in EC meetings concerning and addressing sexual abuse.

Of the 202 EC Trustees and other leaders reviewed: 100 did not have Twitter accounts;
3 had private Twitter accounts; 21 were considered inactive; and 4 were deceased. Of

the others, 40 tweeted about sexual abuse and 34 did not mention sexual abuse.

The tweets regarding sexual abuse were largely supportive of the need for change within
the SBC and/or were positive toward survivors. We identified one EC Trustee who had
interactions with survivors on Twitter that were received negatively by those survivors and
others. The negative interactions are discussed in Section V of this report, infra. Below

we include some examples of more positive interactions.

1 EC Trustee 26 had open streams of communication with survivors. He stated that
he hopes for the SBC to move towards justice. He also suggested motions that the
SBC should consider in order to correct the E C chandling of sexual abuse. He has

t weeted, Al stand with any victim of abuse.
actions and should be accountable for when
(6/5/2021)

1 EC Trustee 1 has also had open communication with a survivor, who tweeted
requesting him t o share t he survivorso stories
association, and SBC leaders, to which he complied. He has tweeted as a Trustee
he is trying to move towards justice for the survivors and awareness of the sexual
abuse issue.

362 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 25.
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1 EC Trustee27t weet ed, fABeing on this (executive)
even in the same universe compared to what they (survivors) endured and how
they were treated.0 ( 9/ 28/ 2021

1 EC Trustee 28 hast we et ed, i | for lrame victimes who fendlire an extra
measure of pain to expose the darkness of abuse. Our sympathy is not enough.
We must take swift action to make Way for
also expressed frustration: A Af t er l i stening to Jennifer
grieved, angry, and disappointed in leadership who recently called out the
Executive Committee as cowards when in fact their own cowardice is why we are
here. o (10/1/2021)

1 EC Trustee 18 tweeted thanking GuideStone for providing MinistrySafe webinars
for churches, AThanks GuideStone for provit
today. Wealth of helpful information for churches. Highly recommend to other
church |l eaders who may BRHEHNK)Haals thenkedDrhi s e v ¢
Greear for his words at the 2021 Annual Meeting: A Thankf ul for the | e
JD Greear for the last 3 years at the 2021 Southern Baptist Convention. Powerful
words to our convention today. We need hard truth he has broug h t today. o
(5/15/2021)

C. EC Staff Survey and Interviews

As part of our investigation, we also conducted interviews with approximately 42 current
and former EC Staff Members. While we discuss specific information provided by those
staff members throughout this report, in thi
general perceptions about EC workplace culture and attitudes toward sexual abuse

allegations.

We also conducted two anonymous surveys of EC employees to gather their impressions
of EC workplace culture, with a specific emphasis on sexual harassment and abuse
prevention. The first survey was disseminated to the current EC staff on December 22,
2021 and was closed on January 7, 2022. The second survey was disseminated to current
EC staff after all staff interviews were completed on April 4, 2022 and was closed on April
8, 2022.
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Finally, we Treviewed t he ndb@bk, svhica mpude wriden/ per s o
policies and procedures relating to harassment, abuse and inappropriate conduct; training
materials; and leadership communications.3%® Our observations about those policies are

set forth below.

1. Staff Interviews

Through our interviews of current and former EC staff and our survey of current
empl oyees, we developed an understanding of t
work environment. Unsurprisingly, given the variety of employees with whom we spoke
and who completed the survey, we gathered a variety of opinions on the positives and
negatives of the EC culture. Wedi d not assess the accuracy of
or opinions. Nonetheless, the comments recounted herein are provided as insight, and
several t hemes emerged from employeesd responses

survey.

EC staff members told us that the EC would benefit from better communications from its
leaders with respect to issues relating to sexual harassment and abuse, or other sensitive
topics like leadership changes. According to EC staff members, the EC culture is to take
care of things quietly with no details shared, to keep it out of the press. For example, a
number of EC staff members told us they were confused when Dr. Page suddenly

resigned and they were kept in the dark as to why.364

Many EC staff members said they do feel valued and appreciated by their leaders and
colleagues and enjoy working at the EC. However, some female EC staff members felt
women were underrepresented at leadership levels, though this has improved in the last
three years, and that some male leaders could be dismissive of female opinions. Some

female staff members said they did not speak up when disagreeing with a male leader

363https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EW5aAyAHGT9MhgaWbcoOTGUBO
XofeYDimvQTgtsm8zPGgA?e=eWifvwO SBC EC Investigation - Personnel Policies Manual Revised June
2019 (Final).pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

364 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 4, 7-10.
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https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EW5aAyAHGT9MhgaWbcoOTGUBOXofeYDjmvQTqtsm8zPGgA?e=eWfvvO
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews%2FPersonnel%20Policies%20Manual%20Revised%20June%202019%20%28Final%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews%2FPersonnel%20Policies%20Manual%20Revised%20June%202019%20%28Final%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews

and would let it go. Others said that they have been subjected to demeaning, objectifying

comments or been patronized, dismissed, and disrespected.3>

Six EC staff members told us that they believed survivor calls came into the EC, and were
directly transferredto Mr.Bo t 0 0 s 3¢ dHe EC staff members did not know how many
survivor calls came in. Information about survivor calls was generally kept by Mr. Boto,
Dr. Page, and Dr. Oldham. One EC staff member heard Dr. Page make critical comments
about Christa Brown, and Dr. Page said he regretted some of the words.3¢” They noted
that EC staff was not given any insight into the abuse issue or training on how to handle
a call if it came into them. One EC staff member said that Mr. Boto did not think sexual
abuse wasabigdealand had defended some of DsadhéPatter :
could not do anything about him.3%® Four EC staff members said that EC| eader shi p o s
concern was protecting the reputation of the SBC,3¢° and three staff members opined that
Dr. Floyd wanted to resolve sexual abuse issues quickly so he could focus on other

matters such as Vision 2025.370

Five EC staff members said that EC leadership had a fear of legal ascending liability,
which drove their resistance to stepping in to help with sexual abuse issues.®* For
example, one EC staff member was involved with writing and editing a Church Financial
Guidebook that contains best practices for church financial and hiring-related issues. The
EC staff member, on his own volition, researched and included a section on Safe Church
in the guidebook as well as resources on sexual abuse. Mr. Boto instructed the EC staff
member not to mention his EC staff position in the book, so that the EC would not be

liable for an error made by a local church after giving them that information about sexual

365 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 1, 4, 10-12.

366 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 2, 8, 12-15.

367 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 13.

368 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 11.

369 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 1, 5, 9, and 14.
370 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 1, 4-5.

371 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 1, 6, 13-14.
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abuse. The EC staff member said that ascending liability was used as an excuse from the
first day he started work at the EC.372

Another EC staff member said that, at Executive Leadership Team meetings, when there

was reference to sex abuse cases that occurred at the churches or entities, the discussion

was fdal ways about keeping arms diTsetE€rstafe due
member noted that a pastor had come to the EC seeking advice about an abuse matter

involving a youth minister with a young girl. Mr. Boto had said the EC could only point the

pastor to an attorney. According to the EC staff member, the pastor was disappointed

that the EC could not help him or comment on what he should do.3"3

Many of the veteran EC staff mentioned that there were cultural changes in the EC under
different EC Presidents.3’* According to those EC staff members, Dr. Chapman was a
good administrator who maintained a good work culture; EC staff members felt respected
under Dr. Page but noted he was less engaged than Dr. Chapman as he traveled often
so Mr. Boto maintained a stronger presence; there was a difficult transition under Mr. Boto
because of the way Dr. Page departed, and the lack of transparency about his departure;
and EC staff members felt that Dr. Floyd did not trust them and trusted outside
voices/leaders more,®’® although the EC staff members expressed appreciation for Dr.

F | osyeftfodts to bring more diversity into the EC staff.37®

2. Survey Results

EC Staff Initial Survey

To gather empl oyeesd opinions on how the EC
developed a 14-question survey that was made available to all of current EC staff that

372 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 13.

373 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 14.

374 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 4, 7, 9, 11, 13-16.
375 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 1, 4-6, 10-11, 14-15.
376 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Members 17-20.
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had been hired prior to June 2021.377 The survey was anonymous, but employees could
indicate if they wished to speak to Guidepost and could provide their contact information.
We achieved a high rate of participation in the survey: 25 of the 26 current EC employees

(96%) responded to our survey questions.

EC Staff Follow-up Survey

Guidepost administered a follow-up survey for the EC Staff in April 2022.378 The purpose
of this survey was to give staff another opportunity to share their thoughts, after having
been through the interview process. The survey focused on the issue of sexual abuse

and the ECO6s ability to respond to those

Messengersd motion. The participation
responding. A copy of both the initial and follow-up surveys including the survey results,
are attached as Appendix F.

3. EC Personnel/Harassment Policies

Guidepost reviewed the Personnel Policies Manual to examine if sexual abuse and
harassment reporting policies and procedures were clear within the EC organization itself.
There is only one known reported incident of sexual harassment in the EC organization

documented during the 2000 i 2021 timeframe.

From our review of the file of that incident, it appears that this was a singular situation
and does not indicate a pervasive culture of harassment within the EC. In reviewing the

EC6s personnelhopvo |EiCchise sl,eaadnred s and HR p

377https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EegSpgdfC2VJIxX8g2f-
dMOBum6DUZilvclEhopSaNRW3g?e=4LTouK SBC EC Investigation - FINAL EC Survey Questions
12.2021.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
378https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ETHGzM2RHNxNsxp8IVOKnHOB14
mmw5hM3uA3vA740nCLHA?e=02svgj SBC EC Investigation - EC Survey - Post Interviews 4.2022
FINAL.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).
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https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EegSpgdfC2VJlxX8g2f-dM0Bum6DUZiIvcIEhopSaNRW3g?e=4LTouK
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https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews%2FFINAL%20EC%20Survey%20Questions%2012%2E2021%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ETHGzM2RHNxNsxp8IV9KnH0B14mmw5hM3uA3vA740nCLHA?e=o2svgj
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ETHGzM2RHNxNsxp8IV9KnH0B14mmw5hM3uA3vA740nCLHA?e=o2svgj
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews%2FEC%20Survey%20%2D%20Post%20Interviews%204%2E2022%20FINAL%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews%2FEC%20Survey%20%2D%20Post%20Interviews%204%2E2022%20FINAL%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews

incident, we identified several aspects. of th

Some points for improvement include:

1T EC6s definition of harassment bywoHennglnee bett er
examples.

1 EC wiritten policies do not explain the specific procedures for reporting,
investigating, and addressing complaints in areas of harassment, employee
conduct, workplace conflict or other inappropriate employee behavior.

1 EC policies do not include defined written investigative procedures with specific
steps or any requirements about documenting findings.

1 EC policies do not have written guidance as to who has decision-making authority
with respect to opening or closing an investigation, imposing disciplinary action, or
notifying the EC Trustees about an investigation, should the need arise.

1 With respect to reporting, the employee handbook tells to whom to report, but does
not specify how to report, or provide a method of anonymous reporting. A few
employees told us that they were not sure of the exact reporting protocols, and
would report to their supervisor or a female Executive Assistant.

1 There is also no written guidance for managers as to when they should or must
escalate a reported allegation to HR.

1 The EC does not have any procedures governing how an accused employee may
internally respond to allegations or appeal any adverse finding.

1 There are no provisions governing confidentiality, including what can be
communicated to the reporting party, the accused party, or other employees during
or at the conclusion of an investigation.

EC Personnel Manual does not contain whistleblower protections.

There is no guidance on the circumstances that would lead to a warning, what type
of warning might be warranted (verbal or written), the memorialization of any
warnings, or the escalation of disciplinary action if the misconduct persists.

1 Reporting procedures do not provide for an appeal process.
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We provide suggestions for correcting these deficiencies in our recommendations

section.

D. Survivor Interviews

We cannot provide a precise number of the survivors of sexual abuse within SBC
churches, and certainly many of them never reached out to the EC about their abuse. We
note, however, that some within the EC were aware of the existence of Southern Baptist-
related sexual abuse allegations for many years. At Mr. B o t déhest, in 2007 an EC
staff member started compiling a table of sexual abuse reports using public sources,
including the a b u s enares year reported, relevant news articles, state, and
denomination. The latest iteration of the table contains the name of 703 abusers, with 409
believed to be SBC-affiliated.3"

Our investigative team reviewed the list and conducted significant research to assess
whether any of the alleged abusers were still associated with an SBC church. Based on
these efforts, it appears that nine (9) people remain in active ministry or connected to
ministry. Two (2) of those people appear to be associated with an SBC church. The

remaining seven (7) appear to be associated with churches that are not SBC-affiliated.

We will provide the information regarding those persons we believe are still associated
with an SBC church to the Credentials Committee for further review. We will also provide
the information regarding non-SBC affiliated churches to the Credentials Committee to
ensure accuracy as to the denomination affiliation. We will also continue to review the

latter material to determine whether any referrals or other action needs to be taken.

During our investigation, we conducted interviews or meetings with 22 survivors. Six

additional survivors provided written information to us. We also spoke with 14 survivor

379 SBC EC Investigation - REL0000010352.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com). As discussed in Section
IV of this report, the existence of the list was disclosed to EC leadership in May 2019, when Dr. Oldham
noted that, for the past decade, he had been sending Mr. Boto news reports of Baptist Ministers arrested
for sexual abuse.
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advocates and six family members of survivors. From our document review, we are also
aware of other survivors who contacted the EC between January 1, 2000, to June 14,
2021. As was our protocol (see Section II.B, supra), we did not affirmatively reach out to
those survivors. On occasion throughout this report, we have cited to some of those

communications without providing identifying information about the survivor.

While some reports did not fall within the scope of our investigation, either because of
time period limitations or because the conduct was not reported to the EC, we
acknowledge the value and importance of survivors and others sharing their histories with
us. These histories underscore how sexual abuse within churches is a wide-ranging and
long-standing problem that has a profound effect on survivors and their loved ones.
During our investigation, many of the survivors we spoke with were sexually abused as
children, both boys and girls, who were of varying ages at the time of their abuse. We
also had adult survivors of clergy sexual abuse come forward to share their histories with

us.

In our interviews with survivors, they spoke of the trauma from the initial abuse, but also
told us of the debilitating effects that come from the response of the churches and
institutions like the SBC that did not believe them, ignored them, mistreated them, and

failed to help them.

Faith communities and institutions should be a place of safety and refuge, but oftentimes
for survivors of sexual abuse the church has been a negative turning point in their
recovery and their faith journey i a setback that can create a turning away from the faith
and a stunting of spiritual growth and emotional healing. When a survivor of sexual abuse
by a faith-based community member comes forward to leaders, the survivor believes that
the leaders are in a position to help them and will be a source of help, spiritual guidance,
and emotional healing. However, what they often receive are negative social reactions to
disclosures which can result in worsening symptoms of shame, depression, post-

traumatic stress syndrome, disengagement from the faith community, and even suicide.
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The response to a disclosure of abuse can have a profound impact on the healing journey
of the survivor.38 With around fifteen to thirty percent of women experiencing a sexual
assault within their lifetime,38 it is important for church leaders and others in helping
positions to understand the effect that they can have on the emotional and spiritual health
of those who trust them enough to come and confide in them regarding a sexual assault

or rape.

Research shows that most survivors disclose to find emotional support, tangible
assistance, or seek justice.®®? Upon disclosing, what they receive in a response may be
totally different than what they were seeking. Negative responses to disclosures are often
referred to as fAsecondary vi¥Roughlyiorne éthirditootwod or t

thirds of survivors experience one or more negative responses.3*

Another problem with negative reactions to disclosures of sexual assault is that the

responses have the effect of silencing the survivor. The response tends to silence in one

of three ways - creates questioning by the victim of the benefit or effectiveness of future
disclosure;self-b | ami ng, and wuncer tmndastowhether theé durgivols ur vi v
was really raped.38

Research has shown that disclosures in general may have a positive effect on mental

health.38 However, the reaction received by the survivor upon disclosure has an effect

380 Sarah, Ullman, Talking About Sexual Assault, Washington, DC: American Psychological Association,
(2012), Kindle.

381 |d., Chapter 1.

382C. Ahrens., R. Campbell, K. Ternier-Thames, S. Wasco, and T. Sefl,. i D e ¢ i Vdhonmtg Tell:
Expectations and Outcomes of Sexual Assault Su r v i ¥FistiDs & ¢ | o Paychaagy, obWomen
Quarterly, 31 (2007): 38i 49.

383 Rebecca Campbell and Sheela Raja, i S e ¢ o nVittamizgtion of Rape Victims: Insights From Mental
Health Professionals Who Treat Survivors of Vi o | e Viaterce @and Victims, 14, no. 3 (1999): 261-75.
384 Ullman, Talking About Sexual Assault, Introduction.

385C. Ahrens, fi B e iSitergced: The Impact of Negative Social Reactions on the Disclosure of Rap e, 0
American Journal of Community Psychology, 38 no. 3/4 (2006): 263-274.

386 C. E. Ahrens, J. Stansell, and A. Jennings, fi T Bell or Not to Tell: The Impact of Disclosure on Sexual
AssaultSur v i Rea & \0&iolgnced@nd Victims 25, (2010): 640.
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on symptoms of depression and post-traumatic stress.3’ Survivors who received a
positive response upon disclosure were better able to cope and experienced less
symptoms of post-traumatic stress; whereas negative responses increased symptoms of
post-traumatic stress.3® Disclosure can bring about or start the process of healing.
However, a negative response to disclosure ha:
initial rape when social systems and informal social network members respond in ways

that are blamin¥ or unsupportive. o

Finally, if disclosure and response to disclosure affects mental health, it most certainly
can have a similar effect on spiritual health. Infact,i s pi ri t ual ity has been
with negative psychological effects of sexual assault and rape - either to buffer or

exacerbate t¥¥o0ose effects. o

The conundrum for survivors then becomes whether to disclose or not - choosing not to
disclose can be detrimental to mental health while disclosing to the i wr ongo per son
har mf ul as well . A sur vi kistorydissndeddeadecisionavheret o di s
they have weighed the cost and the benefit and when they disclose, they have actually
decided that the disclosure to a trusted person will be helpful and is the right thing to do.

The survivors with whom we spoke told us that they felt ignored and unheard when they
reported their abuse to SBC leadership i some survivors received perfunctory and

dismissive responses while others did not receive a response at all.

Wehave included some of t h &BGlaadershipbbelawsThisi® X per i ¢
not a complete list as there were survivors who did not want us to use their histories, and

other survivors whom we identified from our document review but who did not speak with

387 Ahrens, fifo Tellor Notto T e | 640. O

388 Sarah, Ullman and Liana Peter-Hagene, i S o dReagtions to Sexual Assault Disclosure, Coping,
Perceived Control, and PTSD Symptoms in Sexual Assault Vi c¢ t Jaursal ad Community Psychology,
42, no. 4 (2014): 495.

389 Ullman, Talking About Sexual Assault, Introduction.

390E, Yuvarajan and M.S. Stanford, i C| ePrergeptions of Sexual Assault Vi ¢ t i mi Viokericé Againsto
Women, 22, no. 5 (2016): 589.
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us. The narratives below are from survivors who approved our use of their histories in this

report:

T From 2006 i 2011, Dave Pittman, a survivor, sent letters, emails, and made
phone calls to the SBC in Nashville, the EC, and the Georgia Baptist
Convention Board reporting that he had been abused by a church youth
minister named Frankie Wiley at Rehoboth Baptist Church when he was 12-15
years old. Mr. Pittman and several others have come forward publicly to report
that Mr. Wiley molested and raped them. Mr. Wiley has admitted to having
numerous victims at several Georgia Southern Baptist Churches. An official
from the Georgia Baptist Convention told Mr. Pittman that the churches were
autonomous and there was nothing he could do but pray. Mr. Pittman reported
that the SBC and EC never responded to his emails, never answered his calls,
and were always unavailable for meetings. Mr. Pittman knew the statute of
limitations had run out in his case but he wanted to stop his abuser from being
hired and hurting others. He did not know about other survivors until he went
public in 2011. At that time he found out two of his best friends from his youth
group had also been abused at the same time. 3%

When JD Greear named ten churches in February 2019, he named Trinity
Baptist Church because Frankie Wiley was active as the Music Minister at that
church under Pastor Rodney Brown. Augie Boto provided an apology to the
church, and the Bylaws Work Group quickly cleared Trinity Baptist. After
intervention by Rehoboth Baptist Church Pastor Troy Bush, who obtained a
written confession from Mr. Wiley, Pastor Brown allowed Mr. Wiley to resign as
Music Minister at Trinity Baptist Church. It should be noted that Trinity Baptist
has disaffiliated with the SBC and has re-employed Frankie Wiley as its Music
Minister under Pastor Brown.

1 A survivor and her husband sent a letter to the EC in July 2018 to report her
experience as an adult survivor of clergy grooming and sexual abuse, and to
inquire about ways to address clergy sexual misconduct. Survivor was
groomed and sexually abused by her music minister over many years. While
her abuser was all owed to regpiegsomad @l &,
they realized that there was nothing keeping him from re-entering the ministry
at an unsuspecting church.3°2 Mr. Boto responded in October 2018, apologizing

391 Interview Memorandum of Pittman.
392 SBC EC Investigation - Guidestone Docs - 2.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

138


https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/sites/SBCECInvestigation/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000B8F7449F28C92C41B92F346E9CBE6334&isAscending=false&sortField=Modified&id=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews%2FGuidestone%20Docs%20%2D%202%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FSBCECInvestigation%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FReport%2FCitations%2FIV%20%2D%20Factual%20Findings%5FInvestigations%20%2D%20C%2E%20EC%20Staff%20Survey%20and%20Interviews

for the delay and stating that their | et t er haed rh eoea #%limdes . o

response he mentioned the initiative to study sexual abuse and noted that the
SBC cannot rescind clergy ordinations. He reached out by phone and then
responded by email summing up the polity.3%4

As a young teen, Christa Brown was sexually abused by the youth and
education minister at her Southern Baptist church. According to Ms. Brown, the
minister groomed her and groped her, using scripture and her own faith as a
weapon to control her. When she was 16 years old, he sexually assaulted her
over thirty times. After months of abuse, she disclosed the abuse to the music
minister who was also her piano teacher. She was told not to talk about it, and
her abuser went on to serve in Southern Baptist churches in multiple states.3%

As detailed in Section IV.A of this report, starting in 2004, Christa Brown
reported the sexual abuse to multiple SBC leaders, her childhood church, and
other leaders in multiple states. After Ms. Brown discovered that her abuser
was employed at First Baptist Church of Oviedo, Florida, and before that at
First Baptist Church of Atlanta,®®® Ms. Brownds attorney
information to the SBC but no action was taken. The perpetrator continued in
ministry until the Orlando Sentinel published his name and he officially
resigned.3%7

In August and September 2006, Ms. Brown, with SNAP, again wrote to SBC
leaders about the fact that her abuser continued to be in ministry.3% At this
point Ms. Brown had contacted at least 18 Southern Baptist leaders at the local,
state, and national level. She also spoke at Bylaws Work Group meetings to
urge reforms, even though she felt disrespected.

Ms. Brown did not give up. In February 2007, she shared her history and sought
reforms at an EC meeting. According to the Ms. Brown, during her speech an
EC member turned his back to her and another chortled. She described her
feelings:

393 I1d.
394 I1d.

395 SBC EC Investigation - REL0000000229.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

396 https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/os-xpm-2005-10-22-baptist22-story.html; see also SBC EC
Investigation - RELO000000229.pdf - All Documents (sharepoint.com).

397 https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/os-xpm-2005-10-22-baptist22-story.html.

398 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1505375;
https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1505385.
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laskyoutotrytoimaginewhat i1 tds | i ke to speak abol

painful to a room in which men disrespect you in such a way. And |
hope that you will also try to imagine the long-lasting impact this had
on me i to speak about this horrific trauma of having my pastor
repeatedly rape me as a child, only to have religious leaders behave
in this way and to have not a single other person who thought it
mattered enough to speak up.3%°

In September 2007, when Ms. Brown attended a Bylaws Work Group

open session,shewas hurt by an EC member ds comme.
that lack integrity and will not be satisfied no matter what Southern
Bapti stMs. Blown gt at ed: Al Wi s h peopl e coul

motivation. | wish they could get the e-mails | get and the phone calls |
ge t4%0 o

During these past 15 years, Ms. Brown told us she has received volumes of
hate mail, awful blog comments, vitriolic phone calls, and occasionally worse.
She received one anonymous message threatening to cut off her head.*°! On
another occasion, she received a large brown envelope with an anonymous
25-page diatribe delivered straight to her home, which contained violent
imagery and threats.*°2 Ms. Brown said that this backlash had an enormous
impact on her life and personhood, and she places responsibility for this harm
on the shoulders of SBC leaders, including EC members.4%3

Ms. Brown recounted that almost every SBC survivor s h eeves talked with i
and there have been many i has said that the effort to report an abusive pastor
caused even greater trauma than the sexual abuse itself.%

In an effort to obtain assistance and notify the SBC about her abuser, Ms.
Brown sent certified letters or emails to SBC president Frank Page, SBC
president Ed Litton, SBC president Bobby Welch, EC president Morris
Chapman, EC vice president and general counsel Augie Boto, the office of
Convention Relations, Mr. Guenther, 18 Southern Baptist church and

399 Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf.

400 |d.

401 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1505371.

402 Id.
403 |d

404 Christa Brown Memo to Guidepost.pdf.
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denominational leaders. Of this group, no one ever treated the sexual assault
of Ms. Brown fi atBough it even mattered.o

According to Ms. Brown, il n countl ess encounters with
words and deeds have |l eft a | egacy of hat
are a creature void ofanyvalueiyou dondft® matter. 60

This has had a lasting impact on Ms. Brown. She shares that ffor most people

of faith, their faith is a source of solace. It gives them comfort and strength for

all manner of | ifebds travails. I tbés a pow
is neurologically networked with a nightmare. Sexual trauma and faith are

i nextricably sear edMstBorgoewnh esrh airne smyt hbarta ifini.
physically, psychologically, and emotionally devasting, but it is spiritually

annihilating. It is soul murder. 4¢¢

Starting at age 14 years old, Debbie Vasaq
sexually abusing her. As a result of one of the many sexual assaults, she
became pregnant with her abuserés chil d.
of her church to ask for forgiveness, but she was told she could not mention

who the father of the child was because it would harm the church. Her abuser

went on to serve at another Southern Baptist church. Ms. Vasquez contacted

SBC leaders at her state convention, and in 2007, Ms. Vasquez emailed the

EC to report her abuse by a pastor when she was a teenager.*%” She asked:

APl ease open up your heart and mind and t
trying to get things changed. Please put aside differences and compromise 1

come up with a solution together... please do not ignore and pretend this

problem does not exist. Please help stop other people like myself from being

hurt in the ®aHer original ansail vient urtanswered and she

emailed again. Mr. Boto offered a lengthy response assuring her they are

looking into it but asking her not to share her communications with anyone. 4

Ms. Vasquez contacted EC leadership numerous times over many years and
attended annual meetings and EC meetings in hopes of driving reform. In 2009,
she asked why churches can be disfellowshipped over homosexuality but not

405 Christa Brown book, fiThis Little Light. 0

407https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Efa5Xi2xCqINjJHDUKRmMh10wBXVw8
MSDArj79_U9BuY-m8A?e=Q7Vzdi.

40%https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Efa5Xi2xCqINjHDUKRmh10wBXVw8
MSDArj79_U9BuY-m8A?e=Q7Vzdi; https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1508087.
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for having a minister who has sexually abused a child.**° In 2011, she again
requested that the church be removed from the SBC listing of churches.
Ultimately, following the Houston Chronicle series, the church was named by
Dr. Greear in his address to the EC in February 2019. Later in 2019, the church
voluntarily disassociated itself from the SBC.

1 As a student, Jennifer Lyell was sexually abused by a professor while she was
a student at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Ms. Lyell said the abuse
began on a mission trip and continued for many years. In 2019, Ms. Lyell
disclosed her sexual abuse by her seminary professor. Ms. Lyell decided to
make her allegations public when she learned that her abuser had been
appointed as a missionary with a non-SBC mission agency. Ms. Lyellst at ed: Al
now realize that despite SBTS handling the situation justly and as | asked 1
without stating the reason for his resignation i it led to the exact kind of scenario
the SBC is now trying to preventelf I w
[statement], a church or ministry whoreceive s [t he abuser ds resur
an internet search for him would have no way to know the truth behind his
resignation. There are plenty of reasons to stay silent in a situation such as
this. But we miilst not be silent. o

At the time she reported the abuse, Ms. Lyell was a valued employee of Lifeway
who had received every top recognition and award given to Lifeway employees.
Several Southern Baptist and other denominational leaders supported her. She
wanted to write a first-person account of her abuse. As discussed in detail in
Section IV.A of this report, Baptist Press drastically changed her history and
mi scharacterized the abuse as aThSBhdr al ly
to catastrophic consequences for Ms. Lyell, including the loss of her career, her
health, and many friends and colleagues. On countless occasions, Ms. Lyell
interacted with BP personnel and EC leaders to correct the inaccuracy, but EC
leaders would only agree to take the article off the website, without making a
correction.

In June 2019, Ms. Lyell attended the SBC annual meeting in Birmingham where

she encountered threats and harassment. She was pulled out of her chair by a

woman who threatened her while physically restraining her, was called a
Awhore, 0 and was the subj e pastoroahdsdxuas par agi
abuse survivors who considered her an adulteress.

410 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1510851.
411 BP ARBaptist.pdf.
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Ms. Lyell asked to meet with Dr. Floyd for 10 minutes, but he responded he
needed to get through the convention and would consider the request once
back in Nashville.*'? He never responded once back in Nashville.

At the Caring Well conference in October 2019, Ms. Lyell again received rude
comments calling her an adulteress._As a result of public comments by Rachael
Denhollander in her support, Dr. Floyd requested to meet with Lyell. According
to witness accounts, Dr. Floyd refused to accept any responsibility for the
situation, and Ms. Lyell felt as though Dr. Floyd was simply meeting due to
public pressure with no intention of assisting her.

As a result of the BP inaccuracy, Ms. Lyell was forced into resigning her
positionatLifeway. A conf i denti al #ATransition Agree
Ms. Lyell agreed to waive all legal actions against Lifeway. Ms. Lyell
experienced significant physical and emotional harm that required medical

treatment. Ultimately, Ms. Lyell entered into a monetary settlement with the EC

in lieu of filing a defamation and libel lawsuit in an attempt to compensate her

for some of her expenses.

1 During her senior year of high school, Jules Woodson was sexually abused by
her youth pastor. Though she disclosed her abuse to her local church, she was
told not tell anyone and her youth pastor was allowed to leave to go to another
church. He was given a going-away party. Almost 20 years later, in 2017, Ms.
Woodson shared her story publicly. At that time, her abuser was a pastor in a
Southern Baptist megachurch. He i ssued &
church service calling othéleabesei aedisaxs
ovation, and he eventually resigned. His current church knew about the abuse
when they made the decision to hire him.*!3 In 2019, Ms. Woodson shared her
experience with EC Trustee Jared Wellman, who submitted the case to the
Credentials Committee on her behalf.#* Ms. Woodson also submitted her
allegation to the CC in December 2019 when the portal went live. No action
was taken for nearly one year. On November 16, 2020, Ms. Woodson received
a status letter from CC that reported her church was removed from inquiry and
referenced her blog. Ms. Woodson expressed to us that she was very hurt and
offended by the letter as she did not have a blog (another survivor did) and

412 2021-12-15 report re Ronnie Floyd.docx, 6.11.19 SBC JLL Text Exchange w_RF.pdf ,

6.11.19 SBC JLL Text Exchange Reply .PNG.

413 https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/09/opinion/jules-woodson-andy-savage-assault.html.
4Mhttps://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EYYyt70LdeBKpob6Jly6DTsB_ACU
XGFE7Ipp66J626x79?e=TSTJgd.
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because the CC never reached out by phone or email to discuss the decision

with her. On Ms. Woodsondés behal f, advocate and s
contacted the Credentials Committee. Ms. Miller felt that Ms. Woodson was not

being heard. Ms. Miller emailed and had a Zoom call with CC members. Ms.

Miller asked questions about the process and did not receive any answers

except that the CC had not received any training and there was not much they

could do in this matter. Another advocate in addition to Ms. Miller tried to get

the decision reevaluated, to no avail.*'®> Witness 7 completed a new submission

form on behalf of Ms. Woodson after she had witness:
communication and transparency with Ms. Woodson, but the CC said that they

would not reconsider their original decision. Witness 7 had a phone call with

the CC Chair, who explained that they were declining further consideration

because there was no new or additional information presented to the CC.

On Thu, Jan 21, 2021 at 8:12 Py (D G -

I am so livid at the SBC Credentials Committee right now I could scream!!! A Thread

Today, a fellow advocate and Iiwnd.—spnku \\x!h-;uhl—\m a Zoom meeting on my behalf. One of the purposes for the meeting was
to address their massive failures regarding my submission...Specifically their process and ultimate decision to deem Stonebridge Church 1—
stll i friendly cooperation with the SBC.

-md-p:’ef.lccd the meeting by basically saying that their decision is final, and that it's too late to go back and change anything. I found this to be extremely
disturbing considering they really don't seem to know what they are doing. Remember, they never once made an effort to speak with me regarding my submission even though
they claimed to have done so!!! What training and/or guidance do they have in evaluating abuse in the church and cover ups as well as communicating/dealing with survivors?
They then proceeded to tell (Elhat the reason they had such difficulty in making a decision regarding Stonebridge was be they never received an actual submission from
me...it came from someone else so their hands were tied, so to speak. This is completely false as well. I personally sent a submission by mail and received an email a short time
later that confirmed they received my submission. *After the call @5 o short email to@Dstating... " spoke in error. It was in fact@ho submitted to the
Credentials committee."

Is this a joke?!?! They had just spent all this time explaming to QD bout how they were put in an "awkward position' regarding Stonebridge yet their entire statement was
based on erroneous information as it WAS me who presented the request. They further admitted to basing their decision on the information they received after speaking with
the church, yet they never once made an effort to speak with me!!! Are you Kidding??? They trust the church and pastor that covered up my abuse when I originally reported
and who continues to deny wrong doing or respond to my questions to this day??? Even after the Associate Pastor has admitted it was abuse, that it should have been reported
to the police, and has since stepped down from any position of authonity in his current church?

In summary, the SBC Credentials Committee 1s a total sham, They are NOT a safe resource for ANY survivor!!! They have lied on multiple occasions. They don't know their
head from their ass and certainly can't keep their stories straight. They have ZERO training in how to do their jobs in any capacity and perhaps don't even know what their job

15. SBC YOU MUST DO BETTER!!! #ChurchToo #SBCToo

Ms. Woodson expressed to us her frustration, hurt, anger and outrage at the
process that she was forced to utilize with the CC. She was particularly upset
that, prior to a decision being made, she was not contacted to provide facts or
information regarding her submission, and that the CC only spoke to the church
that had already treated her so badly when she disclosed her abuse.

415 Interview Memorandum of Woodson.
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1 Tiffany Thigpen grew up in a Christian home, and her family attended First
Baptist Church Jacksonville (FBC-Jax). Ms. Thigpen was committed to her
church and committed to going into ministry. During Ms. Thigpend s hi gh scho
years, Darrell Gilyard, a mentee of Pastor Jerry Vines and Paige Patterson,
preached at FBC-Jax. She looked up to Mr. Gilyard as a pastor and friend.
During her senior year of high school, Mr. Gilyard even asked her to move to
Texas after she graduated to work for him at his church. Mr. Gilyard groomed
Ms. Thigpen with late-night phone calls and promises of a summer job in Texas.
In the spring of 1991, after a revival meeting at FBC-JAX, Mr. Gilyard attacked
Ms. Thigpen and attempted to rape her. Ms. Thigpen fought to get away from
him and was able to escape. She was terrified and traumatized. Ms. Thigpen
and her mother went to Dr. Vines to tell him about the attack. Dr. Vines was
dismissive of her report and told Ms. Thigpen that it would be embarrassing for
her if others knew about it.416

A 1991 story in the Dallas Morning News revealed that Dr. Patterson knew of
allegations against Mr. Gilyard for at least four years and viewed Mr. Gilyard as
a victim when he was fired from a church amid allegations of sexual impropriety
in 1987. Dr. Patterson reportedly told the pastor of Hilltop Baptist Church in
Norman, OK, that there was nothing to substantiate rumors about Mr. Gilyard.
The Oklahoma church hired Mr. Gilyard as assistant pastor. A year later Mr.
Gilyard returned to Dallas, as assistant pastor of Shiloh Baptist Church in
Garland, where allegations of sexual misconduct resurfaced. Reports
continued after Mr. Gilyard became pastor of Victory Baptist Church in
Richardson, Texas, before resigning under a cloud in 1991.417

In October of 2019, an EC staff member wrote an email to Dr. Floyd and others
expounding on the maltreatment numerous survivors had received at the hands
of the EC.418

416https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Eac4A0OQMwJpGIQADr4Y370cBglbb
u3ihBWZ9a9N0gOgMuA?e=Hhy9EG.

417 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1508791.

418 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2522948.
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0n 0ct 6,2019, 2t 3:22 e (DD -
Dr. Floyd, Dr. Upton, and D

A faw thoughts:

As for unity around the mission and vision - that is not lost That is still on course. This weekend did not derail that. It consumed a few of us for a time, but responding well in these
instances 15 a MAIN PART of the unity we are worlang toward because that requires trust. Us handling instances like this will build trust 2nd move us toward umity. We can't have umty
1f people don't trust us to do the nght thing. 3o, m part, this weekend HETPED to umfy us m some aspects hecause it bought us trust. Sometimes that's hard to ses in the moment, but [
hape we can lock back at October 3.5 as a tuming point in eaming trust with Southern Baptists.

Fegarding Matthew 18— that principle zbsolutely still applies; the problem is that in nearly every instance in the past when victims have come to those in power in the SBC, they have
been shunned, shamed, and vilified. At the EC, we have mherted 2 culture of rejectmg those who question power or who acouse leaders. Chista Brown, Debbe Vasquez, Megen
Lively, Jules Woodson, Ann Marie Miller, Tuffany Thigpen—they all reported their abuse to those m the SBC and at every turn they were met with resistance, and they were tumed
away. Christa Brown's book This Little Light is a fascinating look at how poorly abuse victims have been treated. We all heard hlegan's story Thursday night for the first time. What
happened to her was wrong. End of story. Then there's Jane Roe over in TX who's suing Patterson and SWBTS. PP is on record wanting to “break her down” after she reported what
happened to her. So when these are the examples of what happens when victims purme Matthew 18, I'm not sure folks should be sorprised when victims don't want o go that route.
Even in Jennifer’s case—she pursued it and was received at SBTS and LifeWay...and then EP and the EC did what it did back in the Spring. So while I do think there is now a better
climate in the SBC for abuse victims 1o address these things in 2 Matthew 18 fashion, we still have much work to do. The good thing 15 that we can help create that cultare that will
promote more of 2 Marthew | 8.tvpe responze.

Now for who gets platformed at conferences — I'm still of the mind that the ERLC needs to focus sclely on Southern Baptists with its materials, messaging, and meetings. However
there seems to be a great desire by them to be bigger than the SBC—forget the fact that they are nearly completely funded by SBC fands and its smallest entity. [t's my belief that their
wider-than-SBC desire iz what fuels them to bring m people like Boz and Rachasl—and 1t's also what gets them in trouble most frequently. Can we leam from those outside our
denom? Absolutely: Should we? Absolutely. But there also should be a responsibility to bring in people who will advance our mission and whe will speak kmowledgably about our
processes. Neither of those objectives were met by Boz and Rachael. Boz liverally called for dismeantling eur mission, and Fachae] Literally doesn’t understand how the SBC warks. Our
entities should firmly understand the stewardship they have to build up the SBC for the next generation (this tes back to Vision 2023, and why I liks it 30 much). However, I'm not
sure the ERLC leadership sees this the same way a2 the other entities do. Their “influence the influencers” strategy often lacks the stewardship we 50 desperately need them to have.
Again, [ think it's good for us to leam from those like Boz and Rachael, but in smaller settings with a more private audience. Our leaders should be more open to meet with them
privately and listen to their entiques instead of giving them carte blanche at a conference,

The EC staff member went on to discuss the fact that 44 women had reported
being victims of sexually inappropriate conduct by Mr. Gilyard.**°

Finally, on Gilyard - Folks need to remember that there were 44 women o came forward about him to PP and JV—FORTY FOUR...And in almoat every instance, they were
reportedly shamed for it and left feeling hike they were not believed. From all published accounts, it seems Gilyard moved from church to church and left ruined lives in his wake. In
hus autobrography, Dr. Vines even addressed it brefly, and hus only comment about Tiffany Thigpen was “1 didn't understand 1t to go beyond some flirtation. They were both single at
the time. Perhaps | misunderstood.” It twas so much more, and not one SBC leader ever acknowledged Tiffany until Heath Lambert did recently, Whea that's the track record, it's hard
for the sunviver commurty to have anything but 3 segative reaction to Drs. Patterson and Vines on this subject

Ok...one more last thing. 1 kmow we 2l hear from 2 lot of different leaders. We all have our circles we run in, They won't agree with us all the time, If they did, then they'd justbe a
bunch of sycophants in an echo chamber, which would be werse for us. The four of us have been in cur seats for a combined total of 10 months. We're still picking up pieces left by the
chaos that preceded us. We're also working to tear down and rebuild 2 toxic workplace culture. It's going to take time. So I'm having to remind everyone  talk to that 1t's goimg to take
time to right the stup. I'm also having to remind myself of that daily.._sometimes hourly. But there's no one else I'd rather be in the trenches with on this than you three. See you
tomorrow... well, except for Amy:

C Executive Commuttee

901 Commerce Street

\Im"i '\I 37203

In 2002, Dr. James Merritt, shortly after being elected SBC President, sent an
email to Dr. Chapman referringto Mr. Gi | yard as a #f#AvWbBMman sqgl
Dallas newspaper reported multiple Criswell College students claimed to have
reported abuse or suspicion of abuse by Mr. Gilyard to Dr. Patterson, but he

419 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2522948.
420 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2470169.
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told them not to speak about it or did not return their calls.4?* However, Dr.
Patterson claimed, fi |1 0 ndt and have not endorsed his ministry or work and
have made crystal clear to Mr. Gilyard that on the basis of his behavior, as well
as his divorce, he has no business serving as pastor of a local church.d??

In 2006, Ms. Thigpen began to help other survivors and tried to get Mr. Gilyard

prosecuted. In 2009, he was convicted of sex crimes against two minors that

occurred while he was a pastor at Shiloh Metropolitan Baptist Church. He

served a three-year sentence and was required to register as a sex offender in

the state of Florida.*?® EC staff followed the media accounts about Mr.

Gilyard.#?4 In 2012, Mr. Gilyard was back in the news for a probation violation.

In February 2012, Mr. Guenthere ma i | ed Mr . Bot o, alerting
the convicted child molester for whom Paige Patterson once vouched, is getting

news attention as a pastor of th%€Cchurch
staff determined the church, Christ Tabernacle, was affiliated with the SBC.4?6

Upon learning that the church was an SBC church, Mr. Boto and Mr. Guenther6 s

emails did not discuss the gravity of convicted sex offender Gilyard being back

in the pulpit after being released from prison, but instead discussed whether
Messengers from the church should be seated.*?’

Through blogging and supporting other survivors, Ms. Thigpen continued to
advocate for changes in the SBC to prevent sexual abuse and to protect those
in harmdés way. T h r dvs. g'higpea Ihdd bdermrelscant pe ar s |,
speak with SBC leaders because she did not know whom she could trust given
her past experience and the interconnectedness of so many leaders in the
SBC.*?8 In 2019, after Dr. Greear appointed a study group, Ms. Thigpen was
hopeful and decided to try to engage leaders with ideas of change. She wrote
to the Bylaws Work Group in February of 2019. In a seven-page letter*?°, Ms.
Thigpen shared many details about the abuse perpetrated by Mr. Gilyard and
about the survivors that were harmed by Mr. Gilyard and how he was allowed

421 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1508791.

422 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1508791.

423 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1507191.

424-

425 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2484396.

426 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2484458.

427 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2484393.

428 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EZFKfQom0OXFPi6BMphXCePOBSL -
fXdaQpedNVvStEg9c5A?e=8rHrce.
429https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Eac4A0OQMwJpGIQADr4Y370cBglbb
u3ihBWZ9a9N0gOgMuA?e=Hhy9EG.
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to move from church to church with prominent SBC figures like Dr. Patterson
vouching for him along the way.**® No one on the Bylaws Work Group
acknowledged or responded to her letter. Ms. Thigpen also made a submission
through the Credentials Committee portal and never heard anything back from
the Credentials Committee.*3!

Ms. Thigpen communicated with Dr. Bethancourt who tried to arrange meetings
to provide Ms. Thigpen a place to be heard.#3? However, due to mistrust over
many years, Ms. Thigpen was wary of meeting with the lawyers on the ERLC
staff because of past actions of EC lawyers.*33

As Ms. Thigpenput it : AWhen a survivor tel
energy exhausted takes a toll. Imagine telling for decades to a non-receptive
audience, to an audience who abuses you with their shame and their hateful
words against you. Imagine simply telling your story in order to keep it from
happening to someone else, not to destroy the abuser, but to warn the people
what has happened so he &annot do h

V. OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

The Me s s e n WNlaiongadlled for inquiry into the actions and decisions of EC staff and
members from January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021, with respect to allegations of abuse,
mishandling of abuse, mistreatment of victims, patterns of intimidation of victims or
advocates, and resistance to sexual abuse reform initiatives. Our findings in these

categories are summarized below.

430https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Eac4A0OQMwJpGIQADr4Y370cBglbb
u3ihBWZ9a9N0gOgMuA?e=gD3ixd.

431 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EZFKfQom0XFPi6BMphXCePOBSL -
fXdaQpedNVVStEg9c5A?e=8rHrce.
482https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EUmmI1HmMPILITSiFt44DelBhXnTBE
k6WgdiVaSHUHmMPRg?e=cVUGVY1.
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Ec-C8AWsvmVIrmKHvQxYBtQBUM-
GQy_mgHRLze2xD3Izkg?e=q3GgXa.
433https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EUmmI1HmMPILITSiFt44DelBhXnTBE
k6WgdiVaSHUHmMPRg?e=cVUGY1t.
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Ec-C8AWsvmVIrmKHvQxYBtQBUM-
GQy_mqgHRLze2xD3Izkg?e=q3GgXa; Interview Memorandum of ERLC Staff Member 6.

434 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Ec-C8 AWsvmVIrmKHvQxYBtQBUM-
GQy_mgHRLze2xD3Izkg?e=C680CO.
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A. Allegations of Abuse Committed by Executive Committee Members

As per the Motion, we were asked to examine allegations of abuse during the relevant
time period. During the course of our investigation, an SBC pastor and his wife came
forward to report that former SBC President Johnny Hunt (2008-2010), who was the
immediate past SBC President at the time, had sexually assaulted the wife on July 25,
2010. The allegations include grooming of t h
President. At the time of the allegations, Dr. Hunt was also Senior Pastor at First Baptist
Church, Woodstock, Georgia. Dr. Hunt extended his July sabbatical to mid-September

after the alleged incident.*3®

The husband, an SBC pastor for 25 years (APas’
Dr. Hunt, whom he considered a mentor. Pastor
to the assault, Dr. Hunt groomed the couple with flattery and promises of help in ministry.

They also reported that Dr. Hunt gave an unusual amount of attention to Survivor,

including making remarks about her appearance and comments of a sexual nature, and

unwelcome touching including kissing her hand.

The couple stated that, after the assault, they were silenced by Dr. Hunt and the staff
counselor at First Baptist Church Woodstock, who convinced them they should not talk
about what happened. Recently, as Pastor was completing his doctorate while studying
clinical counseling, conflict resolution, and peacemaking, and as Survivor entered therapy
with a licensed trauma therapist, they began to process what they had experienced, and
contacted us with this report.

We conducted multiple interviews with the couple, who relayed the following information:

At the June 2010 annual meeting, Dr. Hunt invited the couple to come spend
some time with him and his family at Panama City Beach while he was on

435 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/johnny-hunt-wife-extend-leave-of-absence/.
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sabbatical for the month of July. Pastor and Survivor looked up to Dr. Hunt
as a spiritual father figure. Dr. Hunt is 24 years older than the couple, with
daughters close in age to Survivor.

The couple did take a short vacation to the beach, staying at a separate
location, and spent some time with the Hunts. At one point, Dr. Hunt kissed
Survivor on the forehead and made inappropriate comments about
Survivorodés figure.

After the trip, Pastor told Dr. Hunt that Survivor wanted to return to the beach
before school started to hear Bobby Bowden speak at Highland Park Baptist

Church in Panama City Beach. Pastor

a condo for her. Dr. Hunt gave him a phone number for a condo owner in
his complex. Pastor called, and the owner told him to book directly on
VRBO.Unbeknownst to Pastor, it was
condo.

On Saturday July 24, 2010, Pastor texted Dr. Hunt and asked him to keep
an eye out for Survivor, and Dr. Hunt responded that he would take care of
her and that his family will keep an eye out. Pastor and Survivor said they
trusted Dr. Hunt and were under the impression that Dr. Hunt and his family
would be at the beach, and Survivor could contact them if she needed
anything.

On July 25, 2010, Survivor drove to the beach and made several stops i
the church to hear Bobby Bowden speak, her childhood home and school,
and the first church her husband pastored. Upon arrival at the condo,
Survivor texted her husband and Dr. Hunt a picture of the ocean, letting
them both know that she had arrived.

Dr. Hunt texted her asking what condo she was in. She responded with the
number, and he replied that it was right next door and told her to step out
on the balcony. Survivor was surprised that the condo her husband had

rented was right nex-t door to the

conversed from their respective balconies. He brought her a bottle of water.
Survivor recalled Dr. Hunt shifting the conversation from ministry to flattery
about her appearance, her clothing, and her perfume. Dr. Hunt remarked
that he was hot from being in the sun, and Survivor said he could come sit
in the shade on her balcony. Survivor described the balconies as side by
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side with no ability to cross from one to the other. Survivor assumed that
Dr . Hunt 6s wi fe ahidcomdaumt. | y were inside

Dr . Hunt came i nt o S ucontinuedtheircenvesationd o and t h
on Sur vi v o DdHKuntlaskdd bev ihshe felt safe and she said that

she did. She did not know why he would ask such a question. He then told

the Survivor to put her feet on his knee; he touched them while commenting

on their beauty and size. At one point, he remarked that he was
uncomfortable sitting outside because he
suggested that they go inside.

Dr . Hunt pointed to the bedroom and said t
need to go in there. She objectendg by empha
room, Dr. Hunt asked about ministry and church frustrations. Dr. Hunt slid
closer while Survivor was telling a story of the stress that she and her
husband were under at the church. He asked her more personal questions

about herlifei | i ke 1 heaweer ydooune anything | ike this
she was wild growing up?0 She was <confuse
meant.

Dr. Hunt then moved towards Survivor and proceeded to pull her shorts
down, turn her over and stare at her bare backside. He made sexual
remarks about her body and things he had imagined about her. During this
time, Survivor felt frozen. Survivor said these were some of the longest
moments of her life. She mustered the courage to ask him could she turn
back over, and Dr. Hunt said yes. When she turned back over, she began
to pull up her shorts. Dr. Hunt then pinned her to the couch, got on top of
her, and pulled up her shirt. He sexually assaulted her with his hands and
mouth. Suddenly, Dr. Hunt stopped and then stood up. Survivor pulled down
her shirt. Survivor said she did not want him to ruin his ministry, at which he
responded he did not want to ruin hers. But he then forced himself on her
again by groping her, trying to pull her shirt down, and violently kissing her.
Survivor did not reciprocate, but rather stood eyes open and very stiff,
hoping he would just stop and leave. He finally stopped and left.

She locked the door behind him and felt very shocked, confused, and
violated. After he left, she tried to unpack her suitcase, and she fought back
tears and felt overwhel med by the shame of
Dr. Hunt texted her about coming out on the balcony. She wanted to sort
out what had just happened, so she went outside. In a brief exchange, Dr.
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Hunt stated that he would like to have sex with her three times a day.
Survivor could not believe what she was hearing and could not get back
inside her own condo quickly enough.

The next morning, Dr. Hunt texted her again to come out on the balcony at
9:30 am. He apologized and said that she did not need what had happened
and needed a pastor instead. He asked her to forgive him, and Survivor said
that she would. Dr. Hunt inquired if she had girlfriends that she would tell
what happened. He told her not to mention what happened to anyone. She
said that she would not mention it. He invited her to come down to the beach
with him and his family. She said no, but he insisted and would not take no
for an answer. She went down to the beach, sat in her own beach chair,
and spoke with her husband by phone while on the beach.

On Tuesday, July 27™, Survivor attempted to confront Dr. Hunt about the

assault, but never saw him. That morning, S
confronted Survivor and tol dSutvieorist hat she
doing there, t hat Survivor needed to | eav

Survivor went, and that Survivor needed to leave that day and to stop talking
to her husband. Survivor was very upset and called her husband who told
her to just leave and come home. At that time, Pastor did not know that
Survivor had been sexually assaulted. She left quickly because she did not
want to see the Hunts after all that had happened.

Several days later, Dr. Hunt contacted Pastor and told him that they needed
tomeet at Pas,tFBC \Waodstock, wm Mohday evening, August
2, 2010. Dr. Hunt met the couple there, accompanied by Roy Blankenship,
a Counseling Pastor at FBC Woodstock. During the discussion, the Pastor
learned for the first time that Dr. Hunt had sexually assaulted Survivor. Dr.
Hunt mischaracterized his assault of Survivor, admitting to a light kiss,
touching the Survivorés breasts over the cl
down. He stated that fAthank Godol didnét c

Survivor and Pastor stated that Mr. Blankenship said that in his expert
opinion an inappropriate relationship had developed, and that based on his
information it was consensual. Survivor states that at the time she believed
that, even though she did not consent to what Dr. Hunt did to her, she was
made to feel it was consensual because she did not fight back. When
Survivor attempted to provide her version of the event, both Dr. Hunt and
Mr. Blankenship spoke over her.
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Survivor and Pastor stated that Mr. Blankenship told the couple that he had
cleared his calendar and was going to initiate counseling for them. That
week, the couple began to meet with Mr. Blankenship, who forbade them
from discussing what happened on July 25", On August 5", Mr.
Blankenship brought Dr. Hunt, his wife, Pastor, and Survivor in for another
meeting at HopeQuest, a counseling ministry, to bring closure to the events
on the 25" of July. Dr. Hunt and Mr. Blankenship stated that they could
never talk about what had happened, and that if they did, it would negatively
impact the over 40,000 churches Dr. Hunt represented. Dr. Hunt asked for
Pastordos forgiveness, and Pastor sai
Hunt asked Pastor if Dr. Hunt needed to step down from FBC Woodstock.
Pastor said no.

According to the couple, they felt great emotional stress and pain from the directives to
forgive, forget, move on, and never tell. They shared that they have suffered financial and
ministerial struggles directly related to the trauma they experienced. Dr. Hunt has
remained in contact with Pastor even as recently as October 2021, reaching out every so

often to partner on Biblical writing and offering to help with employment.

Pastor provided us with a hard drive on which he kept an electronic journal that contains
entries related to the counseling sessions with Dr. Blankenship, as well as some audio
recordings of the counseling and Pastor
Guidepost has confirmed forensically that the data on the hard drive was in fact created
in 2009-2011, which corroborates the counseling relationship between Mr. Blankenship

and the couple.
Gui depost investigators reached out to

Investigators confirmed that, in 2010, Mr. Blankenship served as counseling minister at

First Baptist Church Woodstock and CEO of HopeQuest, a counseling ministry. State
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licensing records from the time indicate that Mr. Blankenship was not a licensed
counselor.43¢ Mr. Blankenship is no longer a Southern Baptist.

After multiple attempts to schedule an interview with him via email, Guidepost
investigators decided to approach him at his office on May 9, 2022. He initially refused to
speak with investigators, but then said he would speak with them for just 20 minutes. He

agreed to speak with investigators in his office.

When investigators told him what they wanted to question him about, Mr. Blankenship
expressed concern for Survivor and Pastor, but he also said he did not want to betray a
confidence. The investigators explained that they had a waiver from the couple to discuss
their information. Mr. Blankenship did not offer a narrative of what happened, but he said
he was willing to answer yes or no questions.*¥” During questioning, at times he provided

more than a yes or no answer.

Mr . Bl ankenship confirmed that Dr. Hunt 6s ext
to exhaustion.*3® He also confirmed that there was an incident in Panama City Beach

involving Dr. Hunt and the Survivor. From the information he recollected, Mr. Blankenship

said that Dr. Hunt had kissed Survivor and touched her breast over her clothes. He did

not recall anything about pulling down pants. Mr. Blankenship stated that he did not think

he received the full story. He confirmed that, at the time, his assessment was based on

what Dr. Hunt told him and that the sexual contact was consensual.

436https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EfrVuTuSq6INkFZYsqFPZcoBnX3DIR
Hy5tZbgHIOmMSPwgQ?e=UvOSYh;
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ESb2z2WmO0HoVGhCa3Uq3uM7sBFFs3
MDsKbEjfPoN7x6mWLw?e=zLz60g;
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:i:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EdsemjgFd4hHIxG7JbUKkSsB_CeKqlQ
HTytXPaYDJgXdDA?e=F7F4hL.
437https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EZkfLXA-
CKhCkjmTlihuRjgBmVd8mskWwAHelo_xwslrnw?e=mXx4lIlY.

438 http://m.bpnews.net/33492/johnny-hunt-wife-extend-leave-of-absence.
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http://m.bpnews.net/33492/johnny-hunt-wife-extend-leave-of-absence

Mr. Blankenship stated that he and Dr. Hunt agreed to meet with the couple the following
week, and they did in fact meetat Past or 6s chur ch. He stated t
dominate the meeting, but he did apologize to Pastor, and Pastor said that he forgave
him. When asked if Survivor gave an account of what happened, he said she could have
spoken up, but she stayed silent. He went on to say that Dr. Hunt was the one with the
power advantage and he should have been the o
tango. 0 He said he had been around for a whil
guestioned how Dr. Hunt and Survivor ended up in condos next door to each other. He

call ed it a Ahe said/ she saidodo situati on, and

Mr. Blankenship also confirmed that a second meeting took place at HopeQuest and that
Dr. Hunt and his wife as well as Survivor and Pastor were present. At that meeting, the
couples were present to forgive, forget, and move on. Mr. Blankenship stated that he did
remember Dr. Hunt saying that if this (story) got out, it could negatively impact 40,000
churches. He does not think this was said at that first meeting, but he does remember it

being said at some point. Mr. Blankenship said that he was focused on helping the couple.

The interview lasted more than 45 minutes. Mr. Blankenship was guarded and hesitant
to answer many o fuedtidng refusing te answergane whilesasponding
with details for others. He did not want to speak about anything related to his work with

the couple in counseling.

Our investigators found Mr. Blankenship to be credible. As stated above, he did not seek
to participate in the investigation and only reluctantly agreed to speak with investigators.
He reported very similar details and events to those reported by Survivor and Pastor, with

the only significant difference being on the issue of consent.
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In addition to Mr. Blankenship, Guidepost investigators interviewed three additional
witnesses with relevant information. Witness 1439 is a pastor and has been in ministry for
over forty years. He has known the Survivor her whole life and her husband Pastor is like

a son in ministry to him.

Witness 1 stated that he had a conversation with Pastor in 2010 and said it was like an

atomic bomb. He shared that they were riding in a car and Pastor said that Dr. Hunt had

made advances toward Survivor and it was not appropriate behavior. He remembered

Pastor saying that Dr. Hunt had helped him find a condo to rent for Survivor. Pastor told

him that it happened at a beach condo, and that Dr. Hunt had kissed her, touched her

breast, undid her shorts, and that it may have stopped there. Pastor also told him that Dr.

Hunt wanted to talk and the couple met with Dr. Hunt and a counselor where Dr. Hunt
admitted that it was inappropriate but told P
said Pastor told him that Dr. Hunt asked for forgiveness and Pastor forgave him.

Witness 1 stated that both Pastor and Survivor respected Dr. Hunt and valued their
relationship with him, and he was not aware of any conflict between Dr. Hunt and the
couple prior to this incident. Witness 1 has known Dr. Hunt for over 20 years and traveled
with him on international mission trips. He also stated that he could never see Survivor
being an instigator in this situation. Witness 1 says that this has affected Pastor and
Survivor 6 s mideredsvhat their eninigtry tvajeatory would have been if this
had not happened.

Witness 2440 is currently a senior pastor in a Southern Baptist church, who worked closely
in the same church with Pastor for over six years. He stated that Pastor had confided in
him sometime around 2012. After a conference where Dr. Hunt was speaking, Pastor

told him that Johnny Hunt is not what you might think. Witness 2 said that Pastor told him

43%https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EcdUbPziRfNHgK5sTGHjJWIBOdEA
82-IJn5E-L8WFligZww?e=1XGeG;.

440https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EWn8yF4IsGIMk_slpYL8M30BrvXe_
Fp8kVR-Lc2ip3mjKw?e=wG8amh.
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about Dr. Hunt abusing Survivor. Pastor did not give specific details but shared that it was
sexual in nature. He also said that Pastor felt pressured by Dr. Hunt to forgive him.
Witness 2 shared that this has affected
of it. He stated that it was very hard on Pastor when Dr. Hunt was hired by the North
American Mission Board (INAMBJ. He also shared that Survivor is an amazing person,
and that he observed how hard it is for her to trust people in the church.

Witness 3% has served as a bi-vocational pastor in Southern Baptist churches and
worked in local and state conventions. He is currently a minister in residence in a
Southern Baptist organization. He had a coaching/mentoring relationship with Pastor and
has known him for four years and said that during his work with Pastor, Pastor told him
about Dr. Hunt making advances on Survivor and groping her and then subsequently
covering it up. Pastor also shared that Dr. Hunt had apologized to Pastor for it. Witness
3 stated that he has seen the hurt that this has caused Pastor and it has affected his

ministry.

Guidepost investigators found all three witnesses to be very credible with clear
recoll ections of Pastorédés statements to

and committed to Southern Baptist life and the Convention.

Pastor

t hem.

As Guidepost investigators were investigating

Hunt on two occasions.**? During the first interview, Dr. Hunt was asked standard

guestions related to the actions of t he EC

Guidepost investigators did not directly confront Dr. Hunt at that time, as investigators

had not yet spoken to key witnesses for corroboration.

441https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EbOnYO3L1QZLmndFh5IIFIUB90oyn
CY-5P7HSJ79BVTL13A?e=129t1D.
442https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EYIU6XzqgMOVBuVay89itZFABcQjjG
HiOgPvelx5a02E7Kw?e=9fjpio;
https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EdBXfBI_33RMtPf3xBZtBzkBRBVo7bh
Nk1IWdAtln7zaVg?e=8RXCKK.
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During the first interview, Dr. Hunt did acknowledge that, during his publicly-announced
extended sabbatical, he was under the care of Mr. Blankenship. When asked if the

sabbatical was at all related to a sexual abuse matter, he replied in the negative.

Investigators asked Dr. Hunt several questionsa b out P a s t,evithousidentifying ¢ h

Pastor. They asked if Dr. Hunt knew the circumstances of the resignation of the senior
pastor at that church, who suddenly and without explanation resigned in 2010. Dr. Hunt
stated that he did not know who Pastor was, or why he had resigned. Dr. Hunt was also
asked about the City of Refuge program affiliated with FBC Woodstock, a program for
pastors who have a personal crisis but who wish to reenter ministry, which was started
by Dr. Hunt and run by Mr. Blankenship. Dr. Hunt spoke about pastors making bad

choices and that they might sayTioénenightlslppad el ves

upo and they are now dtbhapteey sheull be recandledb r o k e n

After interviewing several individuals with relevant information, Guidepost investigators
set up a second interview with Dr. Hunt. When questioned if he knew why investigators
wanted a second interview, Dr. Hunt responded that he did not know. Guidepost
investigators explained to Dr. Hunt that they had received an allegation of abuse involving
him and if he knew what they were talking

in the dar k. o

In the second interview, Dr. Hunt acknowledged this time that he knew Pastor. Dr. Hunt
stated that he had known the couple for at least twenty years, that Pastor had been

converted under his ministry, and that Dr.

life. For a time, they pastored churches in the same state. Dr. Hunt said that while Dr.
Hunt attended the 2010 annual convention, he does not remember any personal contact
with the couple and does not think he spent any personal time with them. He shared that
he takes time off every year in July, but he does not remember having the couple as
guests when he was in Panama City Beach, but says they may have had lunch one time

during that period of vacation.
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Investigators asked if at some point Pastor had contacted him about finding a place to
rent for Survivor to come back down to the beach for a week. Dr. Hunt did not remember
Pastor asking for information, nor did he recall providing a phone number to help find a
place. Dr. Hunt did state that he remembers Pastor calling to say Survivor was coming to
the beach and that his family would look out for her. Dr. Hunt remembered Survivor texting
him a picture of the pier saying that she was there. When asked if he knew where she
was, Dr. Hunt said that unbeknownst to him Survivor had rented the condo next door, but
he had no role in that. He stated that he has no idea who owned the condo next door

because the building is mostly rentals.

When asked if he had any contact with Survivor while he was there, he responded that it
was very brief on the balcony. While on the balcony he remembers Survivor telling him
about going to see Bobby Bowden speak that morning but did not remember her saying
what else she did that day before getting to the beach. (Both Dr. Hunt and Survivor
described the balconies as side by side but you could not walk through to the other.) Dr.
Hunt was asked whether he went onto her balcony or entered her condo and he

responded he never entered her condo and was never on her balcony.

Dr. Hunt said that after seeing Survivor out on the balcony he did not have any further
contact with Survivor during the time she was there. However, later in the interview he
stated that he saw her the next day on the beach and then the following day his wife said
something to her. And he does not know whether she changed places or just went home.

Dr. Hunt said that he did not have any physical contact with Survivor i ino cont act
what soever. 0 He also restated thatnyorinthwas not
condo. When asked specifically about whether he kissed her, pulled at her shorts, or
fondled her, he said no. He denied sexualized comments about her appearance, panties,

tan lines, or perfume.

Dr. Hunt shared that his wife was uncomfortable with Survivor next door by herself

because it just did not look right that she was down there all alone. At some point, he
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thinks his wife may have said something to Survivor, and that all he knew was that
Survivor was not there anymore. When asked whether his wife was there the whole time
with him, he stated that there may have been a brief time that she was not there because
of an event at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary where she may have flown in
and out in one day or the next day. He said it was possible that she was not there some
of the time that Survivor was there.

When asked if he contacted Mr. Blankenship, the counselor, because there was a
problem between Pastor and Survivor, he said that he did not contact him in regard to
that but just for general help because Pastor was transitioning in ministry and Dr. Hunt

had always been a sounding board for him.

Dr. Hunt remembers only one meeting with the couple on August 2, 2010. He said the
meeting was brief and that he and his wife, along with Pastor and Survivor and Mr.
Blankenship were present. Dr. Hunt claims that he never directed the couple towards Mr.

Blankenship for counseling.

Dr. Hunt said that he did not apologize to Survivor for sexually assaulting her during this
meeting because there was no contact between the two of them. He denied saying
APraise Jesus that I di dndt consummate the r e
Hunt believed it was related to Mrs. Hunt offending Survivor about being concerned with
her being there alone, and them apologizing for her having to leave. He stated that
ASomeone has created a story on me. |l woul d |
said that Survivor had never come on to him and he never felt threatened by her. Dr. Hunt
stated that he and Pastor have stayed in contact over the years. Investigators asked Dr.

Hunt if there were any similar allegations with other women. Dr. Hunt answered no.

Several times during the interview, Guidepost investigators directly asked Dr. Hunt about
specific allegations of sexual abuse against the Survivor, controlling the narrative through
the use of an unlicensed therapist, and trying to protect his ministry, 40,000 churches,

and the SBC, all of which he denied. The investigators asked Dr. Hunt if there was anyone
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else he thought we should speak with about the matter, and he said the only ones who
would know would be the couple and Mr. Blankenship. The investigators asked if he
thought his wife would speak with us and he replied no, saying that he doubts his wife
would speak to us because her take was that we handled it and moved on. Investigators
understood this to mean that Dr. Hunt had apologized for the fact that his wife had upset
Survivor by telling her to leave. Throughout the interview, Dr. Hunt remained very calm,
expressed little to no emotion, did not get upset, did not raise his voice, or express outrage

at the allegations.

We included this sexual assault allegation in the report because the investigators found
Pastor and Survivor to be credible; their report was corroborated in part by Mr.
Blankenship and three other credible witnesses; and Dr. Hunt, while denying physical
contact, does acknowledge that he had interactions with the Survivor, including on the
condo balcony during the relevant time period. The investigators did not find Dr. Hunt to

be credible in their interviews with him.

B. Mishandling of Abuse Allegations and Allegations of Mistreatment of
Sexual Abuse Victims by Executive Committee Members from January
1, 2000, to June 14, 2021

As discussed above, the Messengersd Motion <called for
mishandling of abuse allegations by EC members between January 1, 2000, to June 14,
2021, and allegations of mistreatment of sexual abuse victims by EC members from
January 1, 2000, to June 14, 2021. We discuss these issues in tandem because the
mistreatment of victims by some EC leaders i which ranged from decisions not to
communicate with survivors and their advocates, to disparagement and outright hostility

Twere part and parcel of EC | eadersd approach

The prevailing attitude of some EC leaders was that the SBC had no responsibility for
addressing the sexual abuse crisis within member churches because, under SBC polity,

those churches were autonomous, in charge of their own hiring, and not under the control
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of the SBC. When abuse allegations were brought to the EC, including allegations that
convicted sex offenders were still in ministry, EC leaders generally did not discuss this
information outside of their inner circle, often did not respond to the survivor, and took no
action to address these allegations so as to prevent ongoing abuse or such abuse in the

future.

In addition, as time went on and survivors and advocates continued to press for change
and reform, some within EC leadership expressed frustration with survivors, their
advocacy, and tAttimesrfrusiratien weull diwe way to public and private
criticisms of the survivors themselves. Almost always the internal focus was on protecting
the SBC from legal liability and not on caring for survivors or creating any plan to prevent

sexual abuse within SBC churches.

1. Lack of Transparency

Until SBC President J.D. Greear openly named 10 churches accused of mishandling
sexual abuse allegations in 2019, EC leaders typically kept information about these types

of allegations quiet, and did not even inform their fellow EC Trustees about them.

Many of the EC Trustees we interviewed who served prior to 2019 told us that EC leaders

never provided the EC Trustees with any information about sexual abuse claims.**® Even

after 2019, when the existence of these cases became more public through Dr. Gr e e ar 6 s
actions and media reports, EC leadership continued to keep EC Trustees out of the
loop.44* For example, one EC Trustee told us that he first learned about the sexual abuse

issues in the Houston Chronicle article, which EC staff notified him about the night prior

to the release of the series.**> The EC Trustee believes that the EC should have brought

these issues to the entire Board, particularly given the severity of the accusations, and

that the survivors should have received help.*4¢

443 See, e.g., Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 11, 22, 24-25, 30-35.
444 See, e.g., Interview Memoranda of Litton and EC Trustees 1, 5-7, 17, 19, and examples below.

445 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 16.
446 |d
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An EC Trustee emailed Dr. Floyd in October 2019, saying he was a strong supporter of
Dr.Fl oyd but that he is #fvery uninfor mMeor.
FIloyd responded the same day, sayi ng*De
Floyd made no mention of everything he had learned since becoming EC President,
discussed in more detail below, and gave no specifics about the many allegations over
the years.

A recent EC Trustee told us that, because he only heard about sexual abuse issues when
the EC revi ewed Credential s Commi ttee rec
everything that came out during the 2021 Convention,*° and had no idea that any
survivors had been in contact with the EC.*°° Other EC Trustees were surprised to learn

that there had been lawsuits, which had not been disclosed.45?

Although many EC Trustees were not informed about sexual abuse allegations, there
were those within EC leadership who were very aware. Dr. Oldham and Mr. Boto had
been collecting information about these types of cases for years. Dr. Oldham
acknowledged in an email to Dr. Floyd in May 2019, which was copied to Boto and others,
that:

For the past decade, | have been regularly sending Augie news reports of
Baptist ministers who are arrested for sexual abuse, for his awareness. It
hasn't slowed down since the Chronicle articles started on February 10. |
sent him two more the past two days, one in Texas who was just sentenced
and one in North Carolina who was just arrested on federal charges.

Mr. Boto responded that: i Yes. We are coll ecting them,

way, but wedd have to really examine t H%

447 SBC0000684846.

448 |d

449 Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 2.

450 1d.; see also Interview Memorandum of EC Trustee 1.
451 Interview Memoranda of EC Trustees 1 and 18.

452 SBC0000668499.
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The number of alleged abusers on the list is shocking. As of August 2018, an EC staff
member, who had been collecting news reports and other information about accused

Southern Baptist ministers, had provided Mr. Boto with the following information:

Since | started keeping the lists, | have at least 585 possible abusers.
We have 3 different lists.
Prior to 2008 i 233 names (143 confirmed SBC)

2009 - 8/2013 1 290 names (only confirmed 43 SBC, | d i dahethk others
per your instruction because we needed the material for EC mtg. and
afterward youtold me ld i dneddto go back and check them. | would love
to check them now. So we could really get an idea of the numbers of SBC
offenders. It is difficult for me to verify if a church is SBC affiliated. Itis hard
on SBC.net and when | just google it. | see that Sing uses Workspace. |
d o nkdotw how to access that.)

3" |ist 9/2013-8/2018 i 66 names (51 confirmed SBC) i Not necessarily
child sexual abuse (sex crimes against adults and pornography
included).4>2

In over a decade of collecting this information, which amounted to around 585 possible
abusers at the time of the email correspondence, no action was ever taken to share these
materials outside a small cadre of people, or to take action to address the possibility that

these accused individuals might continue in ministry in SBC churches.

There appeared to be a perception that sexual abuse allegations were not as common in
the SBC as in the Catholic Church, so it was not a significant problem, especially if those
allegations did not result in successful lawsuits against the SBC. In our interview with Mr.
Boto in May 2022, he again invoked the argument that the number of sexual misconduct
cases in the SBC is relatively small in comparison to the Catholic Church, resulting in only
about two lawsuits per year, and that the SBC was successful in defending these cases.

This is only one example of a consistent misperception by EC leadership i that lack of

453 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1785876.
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lawsuits equates to lack of abuse cases. Our interviews with numerous people disclosed

a lack of knowledge of sexual abuse survivor trauma responses, including not disclosing

abuse.

EC
by thei
chose

2. Treatment of Survivors

| eadersdé6 failure to openly confront sexual

r treatment of those survivors who came forward to report abuse. EC leaders often
not to interact with sexual abuse victims, either ignoring them entirely or failing

make a timely response, even when they alleged that an abuser was still in an SBC pulpit.

Examples include:

T

T

In 2013, Mr. Boto and Dr. Oldham were forwarded an anonymous complaint, made

through the SBC websiteb6s fiContact wuso | in

abused the complainant was now the pastor at a fairly large SBC church.#%* The
complaint listed a Gmail address as contact information.**® On January 8, 2014,
almost two months later, Mr. Boto wrote Mr. Guenther to inform him that Mr. Boto

had decided not to respond.**® Mr. Guent her responded that:

nothing may be® he thing to do. o

In 2016, a person calledt o r e p o r t invalverpeatantabusedot her mother.
An EC staff member asked Mr. Boto:iDo | cal |l this | &%y
documents indicating a follow-up response from Mr. Boto were found.

In 2017, a caller contacted the EC about a p a s possibl® sexual abuse of an
18-year-old high school girl that he was counseling.**® The EC staff member
discussed autonomy and instructed the caller to contact Child Protective Services.
The EC staff member indicated that she would forward the information to legal, but
no other follow-up was found in our document review.

In December 2017, Carol Shelton, a survivor advocate, sent a message through
the SBC website to ask how to report a pastor who had allegedly molested at least

454 https
455 1d.

456 1d.
457 Id.

/Iplusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2482502

458 SBC0000566981.
459 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1624462
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two people. When she did not get a response, Ms. Shelton called the ERLC in
Nashville in January 2018. Someone from the ERLC called her back, and Ms.
Shelton emailed the ERLC with the details of the abuse.*%° Internally, the ERLC
forwarded the email to Dr. Oldham, who in turn forwarded it to Mr. Boto on January
23, 2018.%%1 The documents provided to us do not show that Dr. Oldham or Mr.
Boto took any further action at that time. A month later, the ERLC representative
referred Ms. Shelton to a contact at the EC. Ms. Shelton called and left a message
but never heard back.462

In April 2018, Ms. Shelton emailed a BP staff member to discuss a possible article
about the abuse. The staff member told herthea b u s e r & swascnb longer im
friendly cooperation with the SBC because they had not given funding to the
Cooperative Program, thus a story about the church would be out of scope.#¢2 Our
investigation uncovered that this church is in fact an SBC church, and was listed
on the Cooperative Program records in 2019.454 Ultimately, the accused pastor
resigned, admitting he had been involved
manner,0and other media outlets covered the story.*%> On June 29, 2018, over five
months after receiving the forwarded email from Ms. Shelton, Mr. Boto forwarded
it to Mr. Guenther with high importance, asking Mr. Guenther to call him as soon
as possible.466

In May 2018, a mother began contacting the SBC to report that her son had been
subjected to inappropriate text messages and predatory grooming by a male youth
minister. On May 11 and May 17, 2018, the mother called the SBC and left voice
messages asking to be contacted. On May 17, 2018, an EC Staff member
contacted the mother and informed her that there was nothing that the SBC could
do; that her case was a local church matter; that local church autonomy prevented
the SBC from doing anything regarding her case; and that perhaps the incidents
never happened. According to the mother, the EC Staff member had no interest in

460 Interview Memorandum of Shelton.
461 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2482457
462 Interview Memorandum of Shelton.

463 |d.

464https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ET66ZcoTPR9FogS-
dvglro8BB377ynNMtyfFIpGJy_AufA?e=LTzMmx.
465 His accusers claim that the pastor lied in his resignation speech, when he said both ladies were over 18

years old. The survivors stated that they were between the ages of 15 and 17 when they were abused
sexually by the pastor. See https://www.christianpost.com/news/southern-baptist-pastor-resigns-amid-
accusations-he-sexually-molested-teenage-girls.html.

466 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2482457.

166

Wi

t h


https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2482457
https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2482457

notating any information regarding the church leaders, the abuser, or the specifics
of the case.*%’

The mother also wrote letters and emails to Dr. Bethancourt, Dr. Greear and Dr.
Moore. She never received a response to any of her letters, although she did
exchange emails with Dr. Bethancourt and was ultimately referred to the CC portal.
She never submitted a report through the portal because she believed a member
of the ERLC Leadership Council was involved in covering up abuse at a church,
and she did not trust the CC to ac#t®

In 2019, Ms. Thigpen attempted to engage SBC leaders with ideas of change. She
wrote a seven-page letter to the Bylaws Work Group in February 2019, in which
she shared many details about her and other survivorséabuse by Gilyard, and how
he was allowed to move from church to church with prominent SBC pastors
vouching for him along the way.*®° In her letter, she implored the Bylaws Work
Group to initiate change. No one on the Bylaws Work Group acknowledged or
responded to her letter.

Dr. Floyd never responded to a June 14, 2021, text from a Survivor giving details
of her abuse and referring to the potential EC investigation. Mr. Addison passed

along advice to Dr. Floyd in an emailthatit he abuse community

this as a tool;othat Dr. Floyd should not reply; and if asked shoulds ay f |
that to our legal counsel.¢*’°

Dr. Floyd did not respond to a text message from Ms. Lyell in June 2019 asking
to meet.4"!

Another survivor of clergy abuse submitted her detailed history to the SBC CC
portal the day it went live. She received an automated message of receipt, but
never heard back for any other follow up.#’? In addition to the survivor who
submitted through the portal, three other women reported being victimized by this
pastor. When the survivordéds mot her nladditiona

467 Interview Memorandum of Survivor 1.

469https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/Eac4A0OQMwJpGIQADr4Y370cBglbb
u3ihBWZ9a9N0gOgMuA?e=gD3ixd.

470 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1768341.

471 REL0O000000045.

472 Interview Memorandum of Survivor 2.
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potential victim was reportedly identified; that victim committed suicide and her
body was found by the pastor.4”3

Even when the survivors did receive a response, it was often couched in language of SBC

polity to explain why the EC would not look further into the reports of abuse:

1 For example, in January 2012, a survivor wrote to inquire whether there was any
litigation against their abuser, who had allegedly committed offenses at three

different churches. MrrBot o responded from the generic

without including his name, that:

We have no knowledge of any litigation in which a person
named [name omitted] is a party. We trust you or someone on
your behalf who has actual knowledge reported the facts of
the matter to law enforcement authorities and to the churches
you mentioned.

Since the Southern Baptist Convention does not ordain or
have any disciplinary or supervisory authority over the staff
members employed by local congregations, it usually has no
knowledge of specific litigation. Also, the Southern Baptist
Convention does not move ministers from one church to
another, nor does it assign ministers to congregations.
Please know of our prayers for you.*’*

T On August 11, 2011, Mr. Guenther emailed an EC staff member recounting his
phone interactions with a woman who had reported that the pastor of a church in
St. Petersburg is a convicted molester of his own children who served prison time.
Mr. Guenther stated that: fi explained polity and suggested she call the church and
ask the name and telephone number of the chair of deacons. She then wanted to
know what to do if they would not give her that. | gave her the Fla Baptist
Convention number, told her they, like us, had no control, but they just might have
t hat «chai r @Bhkewassatisfiedn think.¢'”®

473 1d.

474https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1624802;

see also https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1785506 ( r espondi ng t o
2019 report of sexual abuse as a minor with a discussion of SBC polity);
https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1508094 (BWG file of abuse complaints and
response letters).

475 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00023246.
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Those survivorswh o di d not adismissaltor invdcaion Bf@dlity as an end
to communicatoni who i nstead called out the EC6s i na
were often met with hostility. Public statements, email exchanges, and discussions
illustrate that some EC members and prominent SBC figures did not view such survivors

and their advocates favorably:

1 In 2007, SBC President Frank Page wrote a Point of View article in the Florida
Baptist Witness about an upcoming segment on the television program 20/20
entitl ed #fPr e dowhehhe RPad aycbedttode isterviewed. Dr. Page
wrote:

Let me also share one other word of clarification. There are many
people in the news media speaking about this issue. | am thankful
that any attention to this issue brings a heightened level of
awareness on the part of our churches and people. However, please
realize that there are groups who claim to be one thing when in reality
they are another. It would be great if the many groups who are
claiming to be groups of advocacy and encouragement in ministry
were that which they claim. Please be aware that there are groups
that are nothing more than opportunistic persons who are seeking to
raise opportunities for personal gain.*’¢

1 In another article, Dr. Page accused a survivor group of having a hidden agenda
of setting up the nationods 1 "&easkterfSNRR ot e st
called on Mr. Page to apologize for denigrating their motives and to reconsider the
feasibility of an offender database. Mr. Page declined to apologize, noting that his
statement Afwas addressed to opportduai sts 1
group for which | h*%ve great compassion. 0

1 When Christa Brown spoke at a Bylaws Work Group meeting in February 2007,
she was met with hostility. Rather than listening respectfully to her history, EC
members focused on chastising her for saying she did notreceive Mr .  Bletterp 6 s
which had been misplaced and for which she apologized; some opposed her even

476https://christabrown.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/frank-page-florida-baptist-witness.pdf.

477 https://goodfaithmedia.org/sbc-president-questions-motives-of-snap-says-sex-abuse-everywhere-cms-
8863/.

478 https://baptistnews.com/article/sbc-official-stands-by-criticism-of-snap/#.Y o DbW-jMKUKk.
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being allowed to speak; an EC member turned his back to her during her speech
and another chortled.

1 According to Debbie Vasquez, in private emails to her, Dr. Patterson characterized
SNAP membersasfiedioler sd and f@Ajust as rep*ehensib

Patterson’s e-mail dated In a message dated 1/13/2008 12:23:2
3 PM Central Standard Time (i D /itcs

“Snap is just as reprehensible as sex criminals. To make false accusations against a
person in an effort to tarnish his reputation, as they regularly do and have most
recently done to me is just as reprehensible and involves just as little integrity. My
little granddaughters 10 and 8, were here the other day and heard on TV that their
Grandpa harbored sex criminals! | suppose that this is somehow OK since | am a
Pastor?”

In a message dated 1/13/2008 8:05:59 PM Central Standard Time,

QR itcs:

* Debbie,

You continue to suggest that | am not “doing enough,” without any
facts whatsoever. You also protect evil doers who have slandered others.
Is the slander of Snap somehow not a hideous sin also? | am sorry Debbie,
but | cannot help anyone whose mind is made up to do wrong even when |
regret deeply what has happened to them. | will pray that God meets your
every need. Paige Patterson ”

1 InaMay 2019 email to an EC staff member, Mr. Boto called sexual abuse concerns
fa satanic scheme to complet®ly distract u

This whole thing should be seen for what it is. It is a satanic scheme
to completely distract us from evangelism. It is not the gospel. Itis
not even a part of the gospel. It is a misdirection play. Yes, Christa
Brown and Rachael Denhollander have succumbed to an availability
heuristic because of their victimizations. They have gone to the SBC
looking for sexual abuse, and of course, they found it. Their outcries
have certainly caused an availability cascade (just like Lois Gibbs did
in the Love Canal example). But they are not to blame. This is the
devil being temporarily successful.*8!

479https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1505365.
480https://baptistnews.com/article/sbc-executive-committee-declines-to-entertain-the-idea-of-broadening-
the-scope-of-its-investigation-of-itself/#.YnkPu-jMI2z.

481 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1695621.
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When we interviewed Mr. Boto in May 2022, he again expressed his view that the

devil was involved in the magnitude of the sexual abuse issue focus in the SBC,

which is taking away from the SBC and ECSO
referred to a book that explains how focusing on something, e.g., sexual abuse in

SBC churches, slants a person to see that very thing elsewhere again and again.

Mr. Boto claimed that if he could have helped the survivors, he would have, but he

also stated that the victims would never be satisfied.

1 In a December 2019 email message to Dr. Floyd, the Assistant to the
President, describes a survivor and advocate, who had criticized the lack of
anonymity in the CC process, as fAnever go
Als] ome people just wadt#f to watch the worl

1 In hallway conversations, some EC members and staff reportedly referred to
survivorsasi Pot i phar és wife,o i.e., a Biblical C
accusations of rape.*3

1 Atan EC Trustee meeting, EC Trustee Rod MartincalledMs.Ly el | fa profes
victim. ¢4

1 Mr. Guenther emailed Dr. Floyd and Mr. Addison in response to tweets by Ms.
Lyell, stating that ,d sdhegnhdtlizegcarsbe comfortaldle pr ob |
not responding to her.#>

1 In November 20, 2020, Witness 7, an advocate for Jules Woodson, sent an email
requesting a second review of the C C ddscision not to recommend disfellowship
of a church. In an email to an EC Staff Member, Mr. Addison stated t h al will sayi
that it is completely inappropriate for this person to arrogantly accuse the
Committee of favoring that church for its size or CP giving. | have never heard of
her and do not know her story, but that kind of baseless and arrogant accusation
is far beyond the pale. | am sure you can fill me in, but again | do not care who she
is. That is incredibly arrogant, unChristlike (especially in the offensive way she
couches this with backhandedly sarcastic
language) and will not be the testimony of the work of this Committee. Clearly, it is

482 SBC0000397323.

483 Interview Memorandum of Moore.

484 Interview Memorandum of EC Staff Member 6.
485 FLOYDMBO0000370589.
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not filled With [sic] mega church people protecting mega churches or whatever axe
she obviouslys eeks t4% grind. o

Survivors also have been subjected to mistreatment on social media. Social media
harassment and bullying has become increasingly common. After a Baptist Press article
misrepresented the nature of her abuse, Jennifer Lyell became a subject of a firestorm of

vicious social media attacks. A sampling of social media comments included:*¢’

Bitter jealous woman

A

Sheds not a victim, sheds a sinner.
resignation.
She should also be fired from her job.

But sheds guilty of adultery. Not ju

In a Statement published by Baptist Press on October 15, 2019, Baptist Press staff

acknowl edged that since the inaccurate

Lyell has been the recipient of un-Christlike slurs i some by fellow Southern
Baptists i and her reputation has been besmirched. In fact, the story stayed
on the Baptist Press Facebook page for many hours where many of those
slurs were posted. The conversation that occurs on our social media profile
pages should glorify Christ in the way we treat one another and in the way
we support those who report sexual abuse. In this case, it did not. Since this
incident, we have enacted a more stringent Facebook commenting policy
and monitor the page much more closely in order to prevent situations like
this from occurring again. For these actions, we offer a sincere apology.
Lyell came to us with an allegation of abuse and should have been cared
for throughout the entire process. Instead, for many this incident may have
contributed to a perception that the Southern Baptist Convention is not a
safe place for sexual abuse survivors to disclose.*88

486https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/ISBCECInvestigation/EVbdhgdT2X1Er7htNVI24IcBOHROY
BayYhmikGP7BypYvA?e=jRjgZR.

487 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-1505637.

488 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/a-statement-from-baptist-press/
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As in many places, Twitter is an active avenue of communication within the Southern
Baptist community.*8® As part of our investigation we reviewed a large sample of EC
Trustee Twitter accounts. Our interviews of survivors, EC Trustees, and witnesses, and
our social media analysis, unveiled that some Southern Baptist leaders and one EC

Trustee in particular had negative Twitter interactions with survivors.

EC Trustee Rod Martin has had numerous Twitter interactions with a survivor regarding
her lawsuit against the EC.#°© As of March 14, 2022, Mr. Martin had 17,033 Twitter
followers, indicating that his tweets were likely seen by many people. When we
interviewed Mr. Martin, he said he did not seek the survivor out and admitted he should
not have engaged, but noted that the survivor has a huge following and many people

tagged himtot h e s u mpastings@nd pushed him until he responded.*°!

Even the EC executive staff expressed concern
towards the survivor. Mr. Addi son emai l ed me mber s of t he e

Martin continues to be a flash point on social media. This week he got into a twitter battle

489 The misuse of social media has been an important topic in the Southern Baptist community, as indicated
by a Resolution that was passedat t he June 2018 Annual Convention. I n
Communication And the Use of Soci al Medi a, 0 the Messen

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Dallas, Texas,
June 127 13, 2018, commit to maintaining brotherly and sisterly love by resolving our differences in
a biblical manner (Matthew 18:1571 18); and be it further

RESOLVED, That we guard our tongues, using caution and wisdom in our media and social media,
and refrain from remarks that tear down others made in the image of God, including refraining from
gossip and slander (Psalm 141:3; Proverbs 6:161 19; 17:271 28; 21:23; James 3:10i 12); and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That even in the midst of differences, disagreements, and conflicts, we will engage
one another with respect and winsomeness, speaking truth in Christlike love while pursuing unity
(Ephesians 4:15).

See https://lwww.sbc.net/resource-library/resolutions/on-christlike-communication-and-the-use-of-social-
media/.

490 https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EZLzfVVoT-pPhVXKSv-
ITIUBUpTWhwGFHhBpV_GBYy7bpxg?e=iFV126.

491 |Interview Memorandum of Martin.
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with [survivor]i a well-known and outspoken abuse survivor in the SBC world that pays
attention to this conversation. Rod is threatening to sue her and similar actions. Because
he is a member of the EC Board of Trustees, that gets painted against the entire EC. Dr.

FIl oyd, Rolland Slade, and myself Have all spo

Another EC executive staff member emailed the leadership team and stated that they did

not know what tweets that the survivorihas or has not received fr
[Martin] or Mike [Stone] have had any (emphasis in original) direct message
conversations with her, whether they would perceive them as positive or negative, it would

be good for us to know...Regardless, | personally believe it is unwise for either of them

(or any EC member for that matter) to engage situations like this on social media in any

form, whether publicly in front of the world or privately through direct message. Even when

someone is trying to interact in good faith and is being pastoral i to do so in such a forum,

without the full knowledge of individual circumstances or how our system can help, will

run the risk of giving false hope. And in the worst case scenario, if they engage survivors

with the same vigorous debate that they do for all SBC politics, that can be disastrous for

these individuals who have already been traumatized at the hands of ministers of the
gospel. I someti mes fear that our EC members

role they come across as a bul*y and can inf]l

In response to the Twitter conversation and as a way to mitigate the situation, Chairman

Sl ade wrote on October 9, 2021, Al respectful
and those directly or remotely related to the #SBCExecComm to immediately cease in

using the names, initials or any identifying letters or marks of sexual abuse survivors in

Tweets or Social Media. #Enoughl SEnough #Let s.
respectfully ask for the bogus |l awsuit to be

they? So in the meantime, | still want to know why there are two credible accusations of

492https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EQxYEYya66hFpfeRw8vjiBYB7XWO0e
NilgJX4FLgTOruChg?e=qdvzGA .
493https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EVyLYBTudR50iPcQ9xIJvmoB-
zQhfYFsC4S9dgiHCvBA-g?e=f3XSxQ.
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sex abuse at Southern Seminary and LifeWay an

privilege. o

Mr. Martin has also had interactions with Jennifer Lyell on Twitter. Ms. Lyell tagged Mr.
Martin to ask SBC leaders and newsgroups to stop Tweeting, posting, and writing about
her. (6/30/2021) Mr. Martin indicated in his interview that he and Ms. Lyell had overall a
positive public relationship on social media and that Ms. Lyell stated that she accepted

his apology on a misunderstanding concerning a tweet.

Mr. Martin agreed towatcht h e s u wideb to becoine more aware of herhist or vy,

Al o

l ook at it as soon as | IgreMartirbraceided respondesonr i da. O

Twitter from people who were upset that Mr. Martin could not take 16 minutes out of his
day tolistentot h e s u rstery. Wiio Mabtia said that after he saw the video, he later
reached out to Witness 7 privately to see if there was anything that could be done for the

survivor.

The treatment of survivors stands in stark contrast to how SBC churches were treated.
For example, after Dr. Greear named 10 churches accused of mishandling abuse
all egations, the Bylaws Work Group was
quickly.*®* Mr. Boto even called the pastor of one of the churches to apologize for the
church being named by Dr. Greear.*®® In the words of Dr. Greear, the SBC has a history
of erring on the side of the institution, and needs to start erring on the side of the victim.4%6
Further, as discussed further below, the manner in which the CC was created gave it no

investigatory powers to confirm the accuracy of a churchbs response to

allegations, and also provided little to no provisions for how survivors were to be treated.

494 Interview Memorandum of Moore.
495 Interview Memoranda of EC Staff Member 1 and Assistant to Dr. Greear.
4% |nterview Memorandum of Greear.

175

pres:

sexu



C. Evidence of Patterns of Intimidation of Sexual Abuse Victims and
Advocates by Executive Committee Members from January 1, 2000, to
June 14, 2021

As demonstrated above, over the years survivors were either ignored, put off by
i nvocationsgleaf gipbkedt as o i op plhe survivors with svhom
we spoke perceived the totality of these actions as a pattern of intimidation. Moreover,
this poor treatment likely had a chilling effect on other survivors coming forward to report
abuse. For example, Ms. Lyell had excelled as a senior executive at an SBC entity and
was well respected in her profession. Her public stature and perception dramatically
changed after Baptist Press published an article that mischaracterized her abuse, after
which she was subjected to backlash both on social media and in person. Dr. Moore
reported that she was distraught after someone called her a fwhoreo at the 2019
convention, and noted that people were calling Lifeway trying to get her fired.*%” If even
an Ai ns iMd éyellocould ibe&knealigned, other survivors may have decided it is not

worth the trauma to disclose abuse.

In addition to the mistreatment of survivors by individuals, there was a pattern of Baptist
Press articles casting the survivors in a negative light and minimizing the facts of the
abuse. For example,aswedi scussed earlier in the re
mischaracterized as a morally inappropriate relationship. Chr i st a Br o wwa8
misconstrued as regret for false accusations rather than only a misplaced letter.

In addition to the minimization of abuse in BP stories, when the ERLC was putting
together a report about sexual abuse in 2019, the EC pushed the ERLC to remove the
word fAcrisiso when r atfSBG chirchey.*tlnan entaik from Mr.
Boto to Dr. Moore and Dr. Bethancourt, Mr. Boto provided the following additional

feedback on the report:

497 Interview Memorandum of Moore.
498 Interview Memorandum of ERLC Staff Member 4.
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Before getting into the particulars, we can generally say that we strongly
suggest and request that the report NOT speak in hyperbolic language,
staying away from any sort of sweeping exaggeration bereft of data that
characterizes 47,000 plus churches as a lump. Three examples of this in
the report are:

AThe abuse epidemic in our churches is o

AWe recogni ze t hatanyways, madudimy..f dsing ed i n
church autonomy to excuse proper action. o

AChurch autonomy has been one Southern |
been confused and misused in the context of sexual abuse within the
church. o

No instances of these things can be found. No malfeasor has claimed a

right to take a bad act under the excuse t1
it. These claims are just exaggerated. If they ever became true, of course,

we would point them out and condemn them.4%°

In addition, an ERLC staff member wrote an article about the Caring Well conference to
be published in Baptist Press on the Monday after the conference ended. The ERLC staff
member had quoted Rachael Denhollander and Boz Tchividjian, survivor advocates who
had spoken critically about the SBCO6 shandling of sexual abuse allegations at the
conference. The ERLC staff member was surprised when his story was not published in
Monday0s B a ArtBCstaff nMlemberstadd the ERLC staff member that they had
not had a chance to review the story so it was not included on Monday. Baptist Press told
the ERLC staff memberon Tuesday t h éde cduld aot say that thel SBO s
failed survivors. The ERLC staff member tried to revise the lede without changing the
story, but when the article was published on Tuesday, October 8, 2019, some of the story
had been deleted, including all references to Boz Tchividjian, and leaving out references

to the SBC having failed survivors.® The ERLC staff member does not believe that

499https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EfEYxuaDiZ1Kth5zh0AGeMAB_mD1
orc3LPMieMfG3ZvR1A?e=JsCJGh.
500 https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/caring-well-sbc-must-fight-for-victims/
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Baptist Press sent him the final story to review before publication, which is unusual in the
journalism industry considering there were many deletions. The ERLC staff member
never experienced BP handling any of his previous stories in this way.*%* An EC staff
member who was familiar with these events noted that because of the uproar that came
about from some of the Caring Well speakers and their critical remarks about the SBC,
GJP got closely involved with EC communications in the aftermath of Caring Well. GJP
advised that inflammatory language should be removed, such as the SBC having failed

survivors, which would show the EC was admitting guilt. Dr. Floyd had also remarked that

awelkk nown pastor was upset about BozOos remarKks

be mentioned in the article.°2 The article was edited because of the pressures of the

Guenther firm.

While survivorsoreports of abuse were minimized or disregarded, it is notable that some
high-level SBC leaders, by their words and actions, appeared more concerned with
protecting abusers than with protecting victims, as discussed further below. These SBC
leaders were never held accountable, and they continued to exercise influence within the

SBC. This created a culture that intimidated survivors from speaking up about abuse.

To survivors, the 2016 election of Steve Gaines as SBC President conveyed the message
that a clergy sex abuse cover-up was consi der ed fin oAs behigr
pastor at Bellevue Baptist Church in Memphis, in 2006 Gaines had kept quiet for months
afterhe learsneda bout a st apfior sexnal abuse bferchilds Gaines admitted
that he had delayed in acting for several months 0 u t heartfelt Goncern and compassion
for th[e] minister, 6 and a c k n ohe Eheulddha&ve fbroulghd it to the attention of

501https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/ERrONFh8DSIMnw3CljhYJEYBGINY
zTaeOndwPuZ5cRmgRQ?e=2i4B60.
502https://solutionpointintl.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/SBCECInvestigation/EQ5BtkJI5SxFPkCw7da0pTIJMBfiEtRL
_WVzI1X4phwPJ4XQ?e=azlrts.
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our church leadership immediately, %2 and not disclose only after details of the incident

appeared in a blog.5%*

During our reporting period of 2000-2021, it came to light that other SBC leaders also had
engaged in minimizing or covering up sexual abuse allegations in the past, or had publicly
defended abusers. In 2011, a blogger began publicizing sexual abuse allegations against
a music minister, John Langworthy. Mr. Langworthy subsequently made a public
confession at his current church and was charged by police with sexually abusing several
young boys at his former church in Mississippi. It was revealed that when Jack Graham,
the 2002-2004 SBC President, was the pastor at Prestonwood Baptist Church, in Plano,
Texas, he had allowed Mr. Langworthy to be dismissed quietly in 1989 without reporting
sexual abuse allegations to the police. Dr. Graham declined to comment on the matter
when the accusations against Mr. Langworthy became public, and he did not agree to an

interview with our investigators.5%°

In the mid-2000s, former SBC President Paige Patterson continued to promote the career
of pastor Darrell Gilyard even after several women confronted Dr. Patterson with charges
of sexual abuse and misconduct against Mr. Gilyard.5%¢ In 2008 email correspondence
with Debbie Vasquez, a survivor, Dr. Patterson wrote that he refused to accuse Mr.
Gilyard or anyone else, until Dr. Patterson knew beyond reasonable doubt that they were
guilty.>°” Finally, Mr. Gilyard confessed to Dr. Patterson, after he was facing sexual
misconduct allegations at a fourth church, and was ultimately convicted of molesting two

juveniles in 2009.5% Notably, after Mr. Gilyard was released from prison and returned to

503https://www.baptistpress.com/resource-library/news/bellevues-gaines-should-resign-seminary-
president-says/.
504 https://baptistnews.com/article/advocates-fault-sbc-presidents-record-on-child-sex-

abuse/#.YoQRCOjMKUk
505 https://lwww.wfaa.com/article/news/local/investigates/disturbing-revelations-about-former-prestonwood-

minister/287-410553430; https://baptistnews.com/article/pastors-return-to-ministry-received-as-bad-news-
in-abuse-survivor-community/#.YnP-ddrMKUI.

506 |In 2000, James Merritt, shortly after being elected SBC President, sent an email to Dr. Chapman
referring to Mr. Gi | yar d a8 a q Ui eviettps/plusoxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-
2470169.

507 REL0000006027.0001.

508 https://offender.fdle.state.fl.us/offender/spps/home.jsf; Interview Memorandum of Witness 5.
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preach in Christ Tabernacle Baptist Church, which was an SBC church,%%° Mr. Boto
determined that Messengers from the church should not be seated at the next convention,

not because of the connection to Mr. Gilyard, but rather because the church had not
recently contributed to the Cooperative Program.>1°

From: Augie Boto
Sent: Friday, Ma
To:

k. !!l! 11:32 AM
Cc.

Subject: RE: Church Giving Records

I'hen that tells me what our position s — which s that the church cannot send messengers this June

I'hanks

rrom:P

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2012 11:22 AM
To: Augi

w&

Subject: RE: Church Giving Records

Augie

| checked several places as folows

1. Ouw SBCEC records for direct gifts — We do not have any record of this church having ever given directly
through the SBCEC offices

2. ACP records —there is no record of any gifts from the church given through the Florida Baptist
Convention for | gift to the Cooperative Program is noted for 2004

with the Florida Baptist Convention to have him check their giving

records directly and he did not show any gifts for 2009, 2010 or 2011

From: Augie Boto

Sent; Friday, March 09, 2012 11:01 AM
To:
Cco

Subject:

Would you or someone m your division please attempt to ascertain whether the church in desenbed
m the following excerpt of a recent BP story has been a bona iide contnbutor to the Conventions
work durning the last completed fiscal year? (for purpose of determining whether it might quahfy to
send messengers to the upcommg annual meering in New Odeans?

In 2018, Dr. Patterson was fired by SWBTS after he was accused of telling a student not
to report a rape in 2003 and, in 2015, of emailing his intention to meet with another student

who had reported an assault, with no other officials present, s o he coul d dAbr e;

509 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2484458.
510 https://plusnxt.relativity.one/Relativity/go?id=8252197-2484393.
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d o w L According to the 2003 survivor, Dr. Patterson convinced her not to tell her
pastor or family about the incident, and told her she was not raped. She believed Dr.
Patterson at the time and did not tell anyone.>? Witnesses who have spoken to both the
2003 and 2015 survivors allege both women felt violated again by Dr. Patterson as well
as shamed and intimidated. These women were asked sexually explicit questions in front
of men, about their clothing and behaviors prior to their assaults, and concerning their

previous relationships with men.>3

In 2008 when Christa Brown was interviewed by Florida Baptist Witness, she stated that
she believed additional victims had suffered based on Dr. Pat t er son wichsecr ec

allowed a serial offender to move to new churches.

Southwestern President Responds to Victims' Rights Group Criticism
By Tammi Reed Ledbetter

Southern Baptist Texan in Floridan Baptist Witness

January 10, 2008

http://www.tloridabaptistwitness.com/8252.article

511 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/06/01/southern-baptist-seminary-drops-
bombshell-why-paige-patterson-was-fired/; https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/may/paige-
patterson-fired-southwestern-baptist-seminary-sbc.html.

512 Interview Memorandum of Survivor 3.

513 Interview Memoranda of Witnesses 5-6.
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SNAP then blames Patterson for "failing to warn others at risk about a reported serial predator," adding that the accused pastor "was allowed to move on"—a charge
Patterson disputes.

SNAP's Christa Brown of Austin wrote, "More innocent and vulnerable Baptist teens and young people suffered because of Patterson's secrecy. Those who make
immoral and msensitive responses to clergy sex abuse should not be in positions of leadership for religious institutions."

Brown has made similar guilt-by-association charges in the past, but apologized to Southern Baptist leaders Feb. 22, 2007, for making false accusations that leaders
had not responded to the group's letters.

When given a forum at a workgroup meeting of the Executive Committee, Brown told of being raped as a minor by a man who continued working at a Southern
Baptist church. Another SNAP representative said their organization depends on the press to solve the problem, alleging that churches do not.

Patterson released a statement Jan. 9 calling the "snap judgments" by Brown and others both misinformed and maccurate.

"Throughout my 50 years in the ministry, including that time that I served as president of the Criswell College, I have never turned a blind-eye to clergy sex abuse as
the SNAP organization purports,” he stated. "Clergy sex abuse 1s one of the greatest tragedies of the modern era, and in the classroom and in the pulpit I have
steadfastly fought and will continue to warn and fight against it."

Patterson said he routinely addresses the subject with every incoming class and again with every graduating class.

Recalling his observation of Gilyard's career while a student in the early 1990s, Patterson said he had great hope that God would use the testimony of the young
minister, and then later learned a portion of the well-publicized account that Gilyard had been homeless was fabricated.

"I fondly hoped he would walk worthy of his calling in purity of life and heart. He chose not to do that," Patterson stated.

"Nearly two decades ago, I was neither an investigator nor a judge, but the president of a small Bible college. I certainly did not have resources available to me to
pursue the case, yet I did all that I could within my means to discover the truth when allegations concerning Mr. Gilyard were brought to my attention," he continued,
noting that part of justice includes not making charges against people until one can substantiate them—a lesson he said SNAP could profit from learning.

"Once I had investigated the matter and was able to substantiate that Mr. Gilyard was guilty, I got him to confess that guilt publicly."

Judge Paul Pressler, a former SBC Vice President, is himself the defendant in a sexual

abuse civil lawsuit filed in 2017.5'* The plaintiff alleged that Judge Pressler repeatedly

sexually abused him beginning at age 14 in the late 1970s. Co-defendants include the

SBC, SWBTS, Dr. Paige Patterson, Mr. Pr es s | er 6 s FBC HorstoN dudgey ,
Pressl erds for mer | a,vandpghe Woodfd Law Fianr adaoningMbeyg d f i | |
facilitated the abuse and Afconcealed the wr
enforcement authorities.>'® The plaintiff claimed that after he enrolled in JudgePr es s | er 6 s
Bible study at First Baptist Church in Houston, Judge Pressler lured himtohis(Pr es s)l er 6's
home and a private club for fondling and anal sex. Judge Pressler allegedly convinced

the plaintifft o keep fAour secret, o by telling the boy

514 Although the lawsuit was initially dismissed due to statute of limitations, on appeal the plaintiff argued
that the statute of limitations should be calculated from when he first realized he was the victim of an alleged
sexual assault. The Texas Supreme Court agreed and sent the case back to District Court.
https://baptistnews.com/article/abuse-case-against-pressler-may-proceed-texas-supreme-court-
rules/#.YnQAyujMI2w.

515 Merritt, Jonathan (May 3, 2018). "The Scandal Tearing Apart America's Largest Protestant
Denomination". The Atlantic. Retrieved Feb 11, 2019.
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woul d under st and 8% Theptintiff, whoehhdebeconue m srgi agdict and
petty criminal, went to prison where Judge Pressler twice intervened with the parole board
seeking his release. Later the plaintiff filed a civil claim for assault against Judge Pressler,
and received a settlementinwhichJudgePr es sl er agreed to pay

as the confidentiality of7 this agreement

As part of the 2017 lawsuit, two other men submitted separate affidavits also accusing
Judge Pressler of sexual misconduct. One was a teenager in 1977 when Judge Pressler
allegedly grabbed his penis in a sauna at Houston's River Oaks Country Club. Judge
Pressler was a youth pastor at Bethel Church in Houston but was ousted in 1978 after
church officials received information about "an alleged incident." The other affiant
described how he resigned his position at Judge Pressler's former law firm after Judge

Pressler invited him to get into a hot tub with him naked.5!8

In a March 2019 email to Mr. Boto, Mr. Guenther commented on the lawsuit against Judge

Pressler, noting that there i s Aconcern

$1,5

n

SO

drop on others in SBC churches. 0 Mr. Guent her

mightensue.Heremarke d: A Hopefully the statute of
getting to the merits and hopefully the dismissal of the present suit on [statute of limitation]

grounds will discourage those suits.>19

Mr. Boto was a character witness for a convicted child molester. Marc Schiefelbein, a
former gymnastics coach, had been convicted of multiple counts of sexual assault against

a minor in July 2003. Mr. Boto had attended the criminal trial because his son was

subpoenaed to testify. Ther eaft er , he took a personal

criminal trial, legal appeal proceedings, and prison life. Mr. Boto wrote to Mr. Schiefelbein

516https://baptistnews.com/article/abuse-case-against-pressler-may-proceed-texas-supreme-court-
rules/#.YnQAyujMI2w.

517 Downen, Robert (February 6, 2019). "Lawsuit against ex-judge, Southern Baptist churches drawing to a
close". Houston Chronicle. Retrieved August 25, 2020.

518 Downen, Robert (April 13, 2018). "More men accuse former Texas judge, Baptist leader of sexual
misconduct”. Houston Chronicle. Retrieved May 5, 2018.

519 SBC_EC_GJPLaw_00013241.
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